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Early Klamath News Started As

(Editor's Note: The

torical Roview of  Jourmnalismn
the Klamath Country,'

eition of January 30,

Franclsco, More of these stories
will be carrled al a future date,)

The Klamath News, the youngest
ol Klamulth county’s two dally
newspapers, has alwayy been like
Topsy, who “‘just grew,"

Despite the il omens nattending
the dale, the Klnmath News sald
pood morning to the world on a
chilly November 13 in 1923, The
poper, dedioated to the rural rath-
«r than the city population of Kinm-
ath county, 18 now as much an In-
stitution in thisn sectlon of Oregon
a5 the veteran Evening Herald,

Headed by Note OUerbein, well
leved dean of the Klamath news-
poper and printing  industry, the
young News cried lustily for aiten-
lon thirteen years ago and won It

Think back to the Klamath Falls
of 1023, with a population of Jess
thin 6000 Inhabitants, this largest
ety In southern Oregon was slrid-
ing through an ern ol expansion,
ol progiess and of prosperity. In
phort, the Klamuth Falls boam had

nrrived, and there was room for
nuother newspaper

Modest at lhe siart, the News
prected the world but twice each
voeek

*To serve. To give all sides a
hearing. To caler to no organiza-
tlon or ellque. ‘To be Independent,””

That was the poliey idenl in the
milngd of Nate Otterbein and his two
nesogintos, Walter SBlronnch and F.
. Nickle, Ta thia day the spirit of
those three founders has been pre-
served In the columns of the Kiam-
nih Nows. Although ever conserva-
Hve In appearance, the News has
never hesitated to speak oul in its
disvollon to the best Inlerests of
Khumath couuly and Oregon.

The idea of & second newspnper
In Klapmath Falls originated seven
witeks belore the lirst publication
diie of the News, Then there was
@ rush to assemble o modern print-
trig plant on shorl notice,

The paper began s life in the
little white, Californin-front build-
mg on South Fifth street — the
frame structure still stands there
nigross the atreet from the Odd Fel-
tows bullding where the Klamath
News and Evening Herald Joined
hamnds some years later umnder n
sinigle manngement. 'The tiny shack
where the News was ploneered is
now an office of the state highway
commission,

Nate Otterbein, who has been as-
socinled with more than one sue-
cessful newspaper enterprise in
Klamnath Falls and who still is in
the harness ns a linolype operator,
owned & Model 14 Mergenthaler
linotype. That machine formed the
moechanienl basis for the Klamath
Newn, Ta it was added a Ludlow
Iypograph for displny Jucex, The
ninchine, which was in operation
untll recently in the backshop of

the Hernld-News, was the only one
in Oregon east of the Cascade
mountains, I guaranteed readers

fi brond new, sharp, and
every day of publication
The £ was printed on o Bab-
cock press capable of turning oul
2000 coples an hour

The poaper hond a Hrst-day cirgu-
Tation of 500 pald subscribers, ‘That
wis the start and low point in s
carcer, for today the same paper
enjoys a glreulation of many times
thul number.

T™hose frat editions of the Kllln]‘l

At News reflected an hdea gaining
wide attention in American jour
nalism, It was ithe tabloid or five-
column width. The off-standard size
bhad mide a splurge in the ensl
where it s still used by some of
the couniry’s Inrgest papers. Back
in \he early 1920's, Cornelius Van-
derbilt, n member of the socially
and financially prominent easiern
family, developed amibition along
newspaper lines. He hooked his
Inddet to n faroff star, looked un-
certalnly into the future and saw
himself ax another Willlam Ran-
dolph Hearst, Vanderbilt founded
the old Dlustrated News al Los
Angeles and the Herald al San
Francisco, Both were tablolds. The
thought was that the advertiser
coild get beller display, the news

"CLOSE OUT SALE
Now In Progress Al

Art-Needlework

SHOPPE 4

following ,
slory was copled from the “His-
n
a special
supplement to the Hernld and News
1937, The
story, nlung with all the others In
the 10 page supplement, was writ-
wn by Joe Pigney, then city editor
of the Herald and News and nog
with the Assoclated Press in San

and Walter Stronach. In 1927

location.

could be presented more aitrac-
tively and the reader would find
more convenience in hundling the
smaller page. Vanderbilt and l||:.|
high-priced execullves how:
ever, had a short life in journal.
inim and the tabloid vanished with
them as A major feature of Pacilic
coast journalism.

The exclusive night lease of the
big United Press organization ex-
tending norib, south, east and west
to all corners of the globe alill
serves the News.

The News reflected the spirit of
Its community. In the bustling days
of the middle 1920's, the paper oc-
caslopally found it necessary to
wade Into the thick of things and
demand a periodical campaign
against all manner of vice.

The paper was {nithful in record-
Ing the milestones of Klamath
Falls, 1L told of those boom dnys
when the olty was bullding st the
rate of many thousands of dollars
worth of permits each day. Of the
carlonds of lumber and produce
rolling oul every tay to the major |
markets. Of Crater Lake, which on
August 21, 1824, had the then fabu-

total of 49.000 visilors for the
on, Nothing was toe amall nor
too diffieult for the News to col-
lect, edit and publish If )t was for

the good of the reglon or #f Il was
an honest reflection of the life of

UP THESE STEPS in the Odd Fellows building went the reporters
for the Herald and News in the days when the paper was
located there. The steps are a familiar sight o all now leading
down to the basement under Dick Reeder's store on the corner
of Fifth and Main. The News first moved into the building in
1925. It was then in the hands of Nate Otterbein, Byron Hurd

the News was purchased by

Bruce Dennis, who also purchased the Herald, The two papers
were combined in the basement quarters that year and stayed
there until late 1936 when they were moved to their present

the times,

Feeling pretly sirong on ils feet,
the News issued the first specind
edition of s career on Novem-
ber & 1924, to Inform Iis readers
of the landslide victory scored by
Calvin Coolldge and his running
mate, Charles Dawes, at the gener-
al presidential elections.

As though forerunner of grealer
things to come, the News did a sud-
den sbout face on s tablold policy
when the carrier boys starled on
their routes the dawn of Novem-
ber 11, 1024, The paper jumped to
a peven-column, full-page size with
the front page nnnouncement that
""Yes, this Is the Klamath News!"

On November 13, 1924, just one
year after the first publication, this

t A emenls wasn

made:

“The Mews ls now a dally. A
people's morning daily for Kinmath
Falls and Kilamath county.'

During these days of progress,
there was considerable shiting in
personnel. Otterbeln and Stronach
sl remnined as prineipal stock-
holders, The incorporation records
of November 10, 1924, lisied the
nanes of John W. Shuler, W. A

| dohnson and W. C, McCulloch as

directors. Five days Iater they re-
slgned. At this time Byron H. Hurd
bedame an important stockholder.
Nickle, the original olty editor,
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In making the public announce-
ment of incorporation on Novem-
ver 18, L. W. Rood, "formerly edi-
tor of & local evening paper,” was
Ililtd in the mnsthead as editor,
a

d B, H. Slevenson, ''An exper-
fenced San Francisco man,” ®&s
business manager.

As a dally, the News was in di-
reci competilion with the Evening
Herald. The fight lor clreulation
had to be met and on Sunday,
November 23, the News lssued Its
first colored comle supplement.
Enrly readers of the paper will re-
call the amusing antics of Slum
Jim and the Force, Terry uand
Tack, Doings of the Van Loons and
the Kelly Kids,

The siep brought results. A week
later the publishers announced a
pald circulation of 1501 which rep-
resented n gain of 450 subscribers
within the week, -

On December 2, the News had
Its biggest publishing day, sending
out 3000 I=zsues. Many of the papers
were complimentary issues as in-
ducements to prospective subscrib-
ers,

Since entering the daily field, the

slx pages us n sort of trial balloon.
But at the starl of the year a
$10,000 linotype was Wdded to the
equipment and the paper estab-
lished a minimum of eight pages
each day. The service In place of
the bulletin briefs.

Tha little white building was no
longer capable of housing the rap.
idly growing dally, Shortly after
rihe turn of 1925 the editorial rooms
were moved to 105 Melhase bulld-
Ing With the plant and business
office eontinuing at the original le-
cation, A weck later the editorial
rooms weres moved bick to 119
South Pifth street while the plant
was transferred to the basement of
the Odd Fellows bullding, It was
inconvenient to have the various
departments scparated and soon
the entlire establishment was
moved ncross the street,

Editor Rood resigned on Feb-
roary 1, 1925, to follow other work
in San Francisco, leaving
bein, Stranach and Stevenson at
the helm with Hurd as vice presi-
dent bul not taking an active part
in the dally routine.

_ By this time the paper was fully
established and boasted a pald
circulntion of 2800.

In May of 1935 J. W. McDonald,
now a prominent San FPFranclsco
sports wriler and president of the
San Francisco Press club, became
editor with Walter West ns busi-
ness manager. McDonald left the
employ of the News in Oclober of
the same yvear and West depgried
in December,

Stevenson gave up his Inlerests
In the News In 1028 to become di-
rector of a tourlst bureau at the
Junction of the Pacilic and Green
Springs highways. Edwin Rore
served for a time as mAnaging edi-

nesy monager,

The ilrst clange from the origl-
nal ownership of the Klamath
News wias announced on April 21,
1027, when Otterbein, Hurd and
Stronach sold their inlerests to
Bruce Dennis of the Inland Pub-
Hshing company, Al the same time
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News had limiled Itself to four and |

Otter- |

1923 Tabloid

Dennis purchased the Evening Her-

lalg from Murray and consolidaled

the two papers in m single plant in
the basement of the Odd Fellows
building,

Both papers were to be kept on
a gompetitive basis and it was the
Hope of the negw owner Lo preserve
the ldentity of each,

Otterbein stayed on with the
News for some time as city edilor
and Stronanch was employed in the
mechanical department. Lynn Zim-
merman will be remembered as
the business manager,

Bome of the puper's orlginal con-
servalism was lost under the Dens
nis ownership, That the boom days
were somewhat tempered can be
seen in the Dennis slogan of
‘““Throw away your hammer—get
out your horn."

In 1928 Otterbein resigned as
city editor and was succeeded by,
Burt Holloway who laler went into
the newspaper business at Boston,
Mass, 1

Howard Winnard, an oulstanding
Journalism student at the Univer-
sity of Oregon and » promising
fietlon writer, worked as city editor
until his death on Augusl 11, 1828,
The young man was accidentally
killed on a forest road about 80
miles north of Klamnath Fulls while
he was driving to the Pellcan Bay
camp to gather material for the
Lumberlogue, a weekly Klimuth
News feature,

Robert Galloway Is also well-re-
membered in Klamath Falls an
city editor of the News under
Bruce Dennis,

Bruce Dennls continued as pub-
Usher until June of five years ago
when the properiies of both ihe
Evening Herald and the Klamath
News were purchased by inlercsts
headed by Frank Jenking, the pres-
ent editor and publisher,

‘When the Klamath News becaime
# daily paper on November 18,
1924, it wrote with pride: ‘'We
have reasons lo be proud of the
accomplishment, for it ls truly &
decinlon of the people.'’

Cover Picture

The cover of this Herold
ond News Fifty Years of Pre-
gress Tobloid was taken by
staff photographer Don Ket-
tier on the Westside Highway
ofter one of the first snows
last foll,

tor and James Buchanan as busi- |

FOURTEEN KILLED

NARA, Japan (—Fourteen Jap-
anese bumed to death and four
were injured today In a fire that
destroyed an apartment bullding
and three brothers, police reported.
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