BIGGER IN PERFORMANCE, power and eppearance, this new 1956 Mercury Montarey coupe |
emphasizes the lower silhouette of the entire line of Mercurys fur‘I?E\‘.L \_“Vi!h 13 models in
three series—Meonclair, Monterey and Custom—Mercury offers an impressive variety of color
and fabric combinations. A new Mercury Safety-Surge V.B engine with 312 cubic inch dis-
placement further enhances Mercury's acceleration and power throughout all the driving
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A CAR WITH A FUTURE, the M-Turnpike Cruiser, is a striking experimental Marcury de-
veloped by the Mercury Division of the Ford Motor Co. It features transparent plastic “butfer-
fly" openings in the roof aver the two front seats, They automatically rise when the doors are
cponed, making it easy to enfer the car. Side windows extend along the entire side and wrap
fully around the corners. Only 4.4 feet high, it was developed to complement the modern Ameri-
can freeway. After its showing in the east, it joined automobile shows over the country. Basin
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A modern version of one af
Amerlea's most admired cars re-
turmned to the aulomotive scene
Inst tall, when theqew Continental
Mark IT was introduced in doalers’
showrooms atross the nation.

Styled with a {funcuonal and en-
during design. the Conlinental s
produced to meet Lhe stricieat
quality standarda in
tive Indusiry, according to Willlam
C, Ford, vice president and group

executive of Ford Motor Company |

and general mannger of the Con-

| Unental Division

*"The Continenial™ Mr. Ford
Rald, "is for nn exclusive
ninrket—a pre market con-
sisting al persons with good laste
who wanl an automobile embody-
ing distipction. luxury, dignity and
Guality

The beauly af the car's “modern
formal" styling, he added, “'lies in
its proportions and fundamental
composition of line and form, de-
rived largely [rom the best characs
teristics of the former Lincoln-Con-
‘ Retalned in modern form
nre several of the most distinguishe
ing featurea of the earlier car, In-
pluding a long hood, combac C
sehger com tment, a distinctive
rear roof quarter, short rear deck
and n unjque spare tire mount,
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by model year, is based on the
| sasumpticn that the Lincoln-Conti-
| nental produced between 1840 and
| ¥4E  constituted the Continental
| “Mark I series. Mr. Ford said
stich a designation will serve 1to
emphasize the baslc body design of
the Continental rather than of

any particular year.

Believed to be the lowest of
American production cars with
both a front and a rear seat, the|
Continental Mark II iz only 4 feet
8 inches high. This height has been |
nchieved, without sacrificing head-
room, by means of a modified iad-
der-type frame developed by Con-
tinental Division engineers, Tesia
indicate that this deaign, characs
terized by tubular construction of |
crossmembers, alfords euapuoml|
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DRIVERS OF THE NEW CONTINENTAL MARK Il will sit at
the approximate center of the 218.inch car, behind a hood
stretching nearly six feet in langth. A wraparound windshield
with door pillars sloping back increases forward visibility,
while the closed roof quarter characteristic of the former
Lincoln Continental is retained. The front end features a fine,
die cast honeycomb grilla topped by the gently sloping hood
and the four-pointed star which makes up the distinctive Con-
tinental hood ornament. The Continental is sold by Basin
Motor Co.
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torsional rigidity, which es
the car's smooth ride.

The Continenta]l Mark II' ls a|
twesdoor “hardtop” coupe, avalls|
able In 14 subdued exterior calors |
and five iwo-lone combinations, |
The only oplional feature is uiri
conditioning, Among standard feas|
tures are the automatic transmis-
power brakes and power
ering, and power-operated wveni, |
side and rear-quarter windows. |
Cantrals for the {ront seat and nll |
windows are set into the arm resi
nt the left of the driver, while in-
dividual window controls are con-
venient to each passenger. Door
handles are recessed bul readily
sccesaible, and grips bullt Inte both
rests enable pazsengers (o
» the doors easil)
¢ designed Instrument
) s of four clusters weld-
the top of the front panel
e steering wheel and clear-
the driver. The dash-
trument panel are
ith imported ieather to
upholstery. Heater and

I
reciroulating sir controls are coms-

alr-conditioning duets sot into "the
headlining eliminate the need for
visible plastic duots. ‘The arrange-
ment of ducts: and vents makes it

bined in a throtile-type arrange-
ment bullt into the top of the Lrans-
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Mercury Leads
Style Parade

Low-ailhougtte siyling in all thres

series, more massive appearance
{rom the front and now sweep xide
mouldings readily set the new 1956
Mercury apart as a style leader,
And exciting new color' and fabric
combinations make interiors more
lunurious than any previous Merc.
ury.
(Besides inoreasing its total nom.
ber of models 10 13, Mercury for
1058 has extended to the Montersy
and Custom series {18 Jow.silhouy.
ette styling ploneered last Year in
the Montelair. The new Monterey
and Custom coupes are alinost two
inches lower than last year. In
additlon, the regular Monterey
four-door sedon and the Custom
foursdoor and two-door sedans are
lower than previous models. A
newcomer to the Custom series ix
the lower-priced “'Medalist," n two-
door gedan with less elaborate
omamentation than the regular
Custom two=doar.

A new hood ornament fealures a
bright finish block “M" with »

mission housing, between the driv-| possible to heat or ventilate all
er and the front seat passenger. parts ol the interior simultaneous.

While the horsepower of the Con- | l¥
tinental Mark II engine has noi
besn anhounced, it ranks with the
highest in the Industry and is con-
sidered more than adequate for top
performance. Such features as cast
aluminum rocker arm covers and
chrome fittings give the new over-
head valve V-8 engingé an appenr-
ence all {ta own, Each engine is
tesied a5 @ unit on a dynamometer
All transmissions also are yehicle-
lested before being shipped to the
Continental! plant. Following nssem-
biy. all components of the Contl-
nental Mark II are given a fi-
nal check on a lest track.

ively 1s built In a plant eupeclnll}"
designed for low.volume, h1gh»qunt-|
| Ity production. The car will be sold
signed a Continental suales agree-
ment,
|

COLORS

Except for one day, n_person
could drive a diferent model-color
combination of 1656 Chevrolet for
ench day of the year. Calculating
from the number of models — 18,
and the number of paint combina-
| Hons offered—i0 solid colors and

Specinl air intakes the leading | 14 two-iones, there are 384 model-
fdges of the rear quarter paneis | color combinations. For the 365th
are cast into the bodies of cars to|day, the statisticians suggest a Cor-
be air - conditioned. Register-type | vette.

The Continental Mark T1 exclis- |

winged effect and incorporstes i
Mercury head on a gold finish
| background in the center portion,
Produet identification Is spelled out
by the name “Meroury” in block
letters individually mounted on the
upper impact bar,

through Lincoln dealers who ha\‘c: bngl‘:-tm:ror:‘tzuldli;l:s which sweep

[ side to new
| Bllster ornumentation incorporating
pronounced horizontal wind splits
| accentunte the long, graceful lines.
| A new Mercury crest and seript
| are located on the side of the
front fender.

TINTED GLASS
| While ordinary glass allows 71
| per cent of the sun's heat rays to
| peneirate the inlerior of an aute-
{mobile, Salex tinted glass on the
| 1958 Plymouth allows o 45 per
cent of these rays to enter.

*

SEE IT AT, THE AUTO SHOW!
*

MERCURY'S ALL-NEW, TRULY DIFFERENT
4-DOOR HARDTOP SEDAN

*

THE BI1G M Phaeton
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It's a major advance in 4-door hardtops! Exciting, distinetive styling marks this magnificent car as a

Mercury Phacton wherever vou see it. The BIG M Phaeton is designed to give full, all-round visibility for

EVery passenger . .. the breath-taking feeling of open air . . . easy entrance and exit for front and back

ngers. And there’'s power to match its beauty in a great, new SAFETY-SURGE V-8 engine.

geat pass
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Here are more good reasons why any Big IM is the Big Buy!

* New Safety-First design...widest choice of safety features in its field % New

Flo-Tone color styling and Two-Tones %W New interior richness and luxury

SEE THE 1956 MERCURYS
:QT THE AUTO SHOW

ARMORY
JANUARY 28-29

% Dual ex-austs available as standard equipment in most models % Greatest
hoice of pewer features, including power lubrication —exclusive in its field

% Improved optional Merc-O-Matic Drive % Consistently higher trade-in valu

COME IN AND DRIVE THE BIG M
BASIN MOTORS

424 So. éth S,




