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Basement Space Utilized For New Television Room

By ANDREW C. LANG

It siarted thls way,

I said to my wife, “Whay we
need Is another room.'

She sald, “Whyp'

I said, “So we ean walch TV
without Fearranging  the living
room furnilure every night, so we
can entertain more than two guests
at one time, so the boys can nay
bost Lo thelr friends without stumb-
ling all over us.'

She daid (and this was a big
surprise), “You're right.*

Since there was no place to bulld
an exira room except in the base-
ment, we decided to build the

extra room In the basement, Since |

there was no one else to bulld
the extra room except me (lthe
boys are allergic to bullding ex-
tra rooms), we decided that I
should do the job,

There would have (o be & bullt-
in space for n TV set , . . another
for some books and a couple of

trophles | » B Way W read the
waler and gas melers . .. a place
for w refreshment bar . ., . a plan

for covering the overhend pipes

and ball o domen othet things
you ordinarily don't think about
when you blithely deelde to make
a rogm In the basement,

Pirst cama the job of making
the basement waterprool and dry,
but that's another story.

I used a plece of chalk Lo oul-
line on the basement floor the
planned Jocatlon of the walls,
decided to put the studding two
feet from the concrete walls raths
er thal attneh furring sirips direct-
ly to the masonry, It would allow
plenty of room for builtins, and it
would enable me to get behind
the walls if there ever wns & Wae
ter problem, Besides, Its always
preferable to have a free circula-
tion of air bohind any finished
walls In @ basement where con-
densation could occur,

The usunl way to put down the
sole plates — the wood on which
the studding rests — s to attach
them (o the floor with cut nails,
exphnsion  shields and bolls, or
some other method Involving mak-
ing holes in the concrete floar
But T thought I'd try something
else that had been recommended

by a prolessional . . . atlaching
the sole plates to the floor with
what are ecalled (Miracle) anchor
nalls

These nails do not go into the |

floor, only Into the sole plales
Each nall bas, at one ond, a 2.lnch
squute of perforated metsl. When

the nnil Is driven Into a 2 x 4,
the metal plate then lies flut
against the wood, After enough

neils pre hammered (nlo the ‘wood
— I used one every 12 inches or
40 — o dab of a specinl adhesive
is placed on each metal plate, The
2 x 4 them Is placed In position
on the [lloor, with the melal plates
ngainst the concrete. After a day
or two, the wood will not budge, As
1 found out later, this Lype of
construction Is now being used
evedn In heavy Industrinl work, Bul
you must use the special water-
prool adhesive sold by the same
doaler from whom you buy the
nadls

Any one who has ever put up
Studs knows whal the biggesl
problem is — gelting the studs to

remain petfectly stralght up and
down, You'll notice 1 say “re-
nudn”  stralght, beeanse it's easy
enough to put them into position
and get them properly  vorticnl
with & level. But kecplng them
that way under the siress ol nail-
ing is another malter, |

The professionals  toennil one
side Into place and then the olher,
assuming that the slight  move-
mant elther way will balance. It
worky tiost of the time — tor the |
pros, It works only sometlimes for
the amnteur.

Bince I hnd 80 studs to put up, |
and knew [rom puast experience
how apnoying it could be, 1
worked out a litlle scheme that
meant spending a lttle more money
for wood and s ltlle less money
for aspirin. However, let me say
right here that It's something none
of you should attempt without a
power saw, beonuse It |n\-nln-.u|
cutting up a 1ol of 2 x 4's Into
pleces exactly 144, inches long
Here's how it works;

The sole plates are down and
the headers nre up, (the headers
are nalled into the basement ceil-
Ing beams o Lhat they nre directly
above the sole platesy and you
must now putl the studding between

them. You wang the studs to be
18 Inches apart — 16 inches on
center. So you nall u pleee of

wood 147, inches o the sole plate.
Now you place a shill flush against
the piece of wood and nall it, You
nuil the stud sidewnys into the
wood — nob, In the conventional
manner, into the sole plate. You
do exactly the same thing on the
other side; nall & stud sideways
into the 4%-inch pisce of wood.
Presto — the studs are suiomatic-
ally 18 Inches apart on center.
That's because a 2-inch stud ne-
tually is only 1% Inches. Add 13
1o 14% and you have 16. Of oourse,
the dgame procedure is followed
nlong the header as along e sole
plate — a siud, a piece of wood,
a stud, a plece of wood, and so on.

After chonglng my mind (with
my wile's help) about 15 times,
I finally declided to use plywood
for the walls. Some Intensive shop-
plog-nround  followed. I  anlmost
abandoned the ldea of using ply-
wood, ‘The cheaper varieties would
have required too much work in
finishing: the hardwood wvarleties
would have required an extra
matrigage on the house |

Then I ran ncross u new kind |
of hardwood plywood I had never |
heard of — something ealled Sim-
wrn, which comes Irom Freonch
Equitorinl Africa, Resembling Hght
mahogany, it has a beautiful grain
and. as I later discoyered, finishes
very well, It's less expensive than
the better-known hardwoods and s
imporied. ¢By the United Stalcs
Plywood Corporation.)

Four by 8 panels of this quarter-
inch plywood were placed across
the =studs in a horizontnl posiiion.

To do away with a “too much
flat plywood™ appearance, squares
of strinted plywood (Weldlex: were
used from the 4-foot Jevel to the
ceiling, Before putling up the
squnares, they were colored with a
dusky gray stain. By alternating
the directions of the striations durs
ing the Installation, a pleasing op-

A

L it goun 1z on baveraiTY

nd When You Need Help
In Designing -~

JUST CALL
DRAKE LUMBER

910 Spring St,

WE CAN DO THIS FOR YOU

FREE

WE CARRY A COMPLETE STOCK
OF MOST EVERY ITEM
IN THE BUILDING LINE

DRAKE LUMBER CO.

Phone 5610

tical elfect was oreated. A apecinl
Wpe of moulding was used at the | &
point where the plywood panels
and . the squares cams  together.
With n hardwood [ront and mn
aluminum  backing, the monlding
was nalled to e studding, There
1s m groove along either side of
the moulding into which the pancls
ahd the squares were inserted,

Throughout all this instaliation
spaces were lefl here and there
for various bullt-ins and for access
to utility meters, Also, small open-
Ings had to be cut inla the ply-
wood pancls for eleotricil oullels.
1 hod the elocirieal work done
professionally  before putting  up
the walls )

There were two problems con-
nected with the ceiling. One in-
volved & couple of small pipes
running along the beams, The oth-

made conerete mix belore
.rhchllle. Asphalt tile strips rather
thu
board. They were attnched with
‘the same adhesive used for the
nagor tiles,

few Irregulnritios in the concrele

patehed them up with a ready-
luying

wood were used for the base-

Two door openings were made,

Oue serves the double purpose of
reading nlility meters and getting
behind the walls If necessary, Be-
cause it Is
rooim
opened and elosed conveniently,
bamboo drapes,
any,
opening, The second. a regulation
doot, 15 to provide a hardy means
of getting o the sink while tend-
Ing bar,

in a corner of the
where a door cannol be

mahog-
the

stained
have been hung over

The bar, by the way, Is fairly

small because T made it to fit a

. recess at one end of the room.

Er con t -
pm: N:"er:-l:m.; .l;:,l:""al';:::rm],‘l?: But it's u little dilforent, being
5 made of thal new do-it-yoursell

the beams. By dropping part of
the celling a couple of inches and
covering the area with the strinted
squares, stalned a dark ecolor, It
wius & fairly easy matler to cover
the 2 small pipes,

The large pipe presented some-
what of a problem, Already cov-
tred with ashestos, It could have
been painted. But T bought a ham-
boo blind and stained it the same
dark color as the siriated squares
covering the small pipes. The blind
then was cut Into strips — and
the strips were wound around the
pipe.

The entire ceiling — with the
exception of the row of stralted
squAres — was covered with lvory
ceiling tiles In the eonventional
fashion, This wasn't toa dilticult
u task, but my neck resented it {for
a couple of days. It would have
been a lob worse excepl for the
use of a rented stapling machine
for altaching the Lllles

Ordinary crown moulding was
used at the point where the walls
and ecelling mel. This — and olther
types of moulding used for inside |

(Reynolds) aluminum.
the laminated plastic top, every-
thing visible on it Is alumioum,
The front and sides
embossed type lo avold that
shiny'* look, -

Tile Colors

room ls small,
are, the wisest course is 10 use
the same color for both the walls
and the floor If you have two or
more tle colors,
matlcally limit your cholee of col-
ors for nccessories, singe they will
have Lo go with all the tile shades,

Excopy for

the
“Loo

are of

id Bathrooms

A few basie rules for selecling

colors. in bathroom (lework and
fixiures have been worked out by
sxporience,

Calor experis say that If a batbh-
as most of them

auto:

you will

With u single tile color, on Llhe

other hand, you can use s numbor
of dilferent shades for Accessories

and outside corners — were stalned | and stili bave a satisiactory roon.

niahogany, uiing the same pone-
trating stain  which had
brushed on the dropped
the celling.

The color scheme can be changed
heen | completely from time to time by
part of | using towels, shower curtains and
bath

mats dn a difforent shade.

Asphalt tile, which can be placed Suth a change of nccessories will
aireotly on conerete, was pul down | do ss much as an ordinary decorat-

on the

floor, There were quite a ' ing job to freshen up the room.

Hardware Str;.-é
Sell New Alarms

For most homes, the fire alarm
s the family dog or the family
Isell. IW's an inefficient systom at
best—with  statlsties of Tatplities
and propecly damoge o prove it

Your bhardware store, however,
carrles hames (ire alarms that hook
into the household electric current
Wit do not use eleciricity unless
they are sounding the alarm,

One company, Edwards, makes
A compact  detector with frans-
tormer that s smartly styled and
can be lostalled flush with  the
wall or mounted oo Whe surfcce.

Most units never need ndjust-
ment and never require addition-
al servicing.
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Now is the time to come to the aid of your Country
+ +» » and your community! Klamath Falls must pre-
pare for an influx of more than 400 service men’s
families!

New, during thete winter months s the time ta remadel
and repair. Now is the time to construct thote apartmants.
Air Base pertonnel will start arriving January |. We must
have adequate housing facilities to graet them,

Mo matter if you'res remodeling—readecorating plans call
for the construction of a complete basement or garage
apartment, or just a touch of paint here and there, you'll

find everything needed for the job right here at Basin

Building Materials, Plywood,
sheet rock, paint

and wa'll fill the list.

No Down Payment
Up to 36 Mos. To Pay On F.H.A. Terms

. just name the materials you need

masonry products, lumber,

IT'S EASY TO REMODEL OR REDECORATE IF YOU USE OUR NEW

REVOLVING BILD-A-COUNT CREDIT PLAN

Owr new credit service is @ new and sasier plam for budget-minded people. It
it used just like & charge eccount, bet instend of paying the full amount, you
pay only one-sixth of @ pre-arronged credit limit sach

manth.

4784 South Sizth

Basin Building Materials

Pheae 2-2543




