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Veteran Merrill Blacksmith
Recalls Early Basin Days

You can play
ORGAN MUSIC

III MINUTES

Alturas Workers
Takes Life

Joseph I.'Orth. 67. Alturas. com-
mitted suicide Saturday at about
1 p.m. In the Modoc County Jail,
according to a report trom the
Modoc County Sheriffs office.

Orth apparently hanged himself
by usins a piece of wire which
was used as a sash cord In an
old fashioned window in the cell
he was placed In.

The deceased was an employe
of the Southern Pacific Company
and had resided In Alturas for
about two years. He had been
sentenced to 30 days for petty tilled
Friday and tne sheriff's officers
said he showed no Intentions of
committing suicide when he was
placed In the cell.

Next of kin was reported as a
wife In Oakland, California. Funer-
al arrangements are pending.

Here's How

company was taken over by the
California Oregon Power Company.
He continued to serve Copco for
many years in the same capacity.

Those who have known Ben Faus,
back "when" .say he was one of
the coolest men that ever opened
a Jail door for a customer.

He has been a member of the
Odd Fellows Lodge for il years,
holding the ofllce of Noble Grand
at one time. He Is a member of
the Elks Lodge also.

He hunted and fished when there
was no limit on game and shot
ducks for the Sacramento market
at $12 to :4 a dozen. Hunters left
Merrill, at 4 p.m. changed horses
three limes to get to the tram ai
Montague at 1 p.m. where they
left for Sacr&meulo and the open
market.

Faus remembers that he could
shoe eight bead of horses a dayfor camps, buckaroos, cattlemen
driving from Lakeview to Monla-gu- e

and harness horses. He
charged $2 a head, tall four feet)
and reset shoes for $1.25.

He has one daughter. Mrs. Don
(Mona) English, Klamath Falls
and two sons, Robert of Klamath
Falls and Reo of Seattle.

E . f!
AMBIDEXTROIS

BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 11 Jack
Vaughan says he's a natural south-
paw but In football and baseball
he can throw with either hand.
The six foot one North
High freshman led his team to
four victories In as many games
on the gridiron this fall.

You needn't

know e note!

THIS IS MERRILL'S first firg truck, largely built by Ben Faus,
Merrill's first fire chief in his blacksmith shop about 1932 on
a Ford chassis. The equipment was manned by volunteers and
the department 33 years' later is operated in the same manner.
New hose was being tried out on a summer .day when this
picture was taken. Pictured are some members of the depart-
ment and some townsfolks looking on, II to t) they are vhe
late Andy Kuehne, Johnny Dillard with the hose, Jay McDonald,

present Merrill barber; the late Elmer Merritt, one time post-
master in back of McDonald; Kenneth Colwoll, Dr. Frank E.
Trotman, still practising in Merrill; Chief Ben Faui, Tom Liard,
owner of the Malin Drug Store, then a resident of Merrill;
the late "Spud" Lodge and unidentified "helper". On top of
the machine same order are Warren Fruits and Lee Brown. At
the tail end of the truck is Bob Dalton, now living in California.
The picture was taken in front of the Henry Cox home.

By Rl'TH KING
The gift of quieting a nervotit

horse, of putting a proper crease
In a hoise shoe and driving tidy
null was Inherited by Benjamin
Franklin Faus, pioneer resident of
the Merrill country from his Swiss
mid German ancestors who passed
it from father to son.

Ben Faus was born In Boulder
Colorado on March 26. leii and
grew up In the searing heat of an
open forge, to the pounding dip
of iron on anvil and wind in hand
bellows. His father prided himself
Upon being the best blacksmith In
Colorado and his three sons, one
now a doctor, were Indoctrinated
with the love of perfection in the
ulacksmithing business.

He came to Merrill in 1906 and
went to work for blacksmith
George Jury. The following year
he opened his own shop which he
operated until 194i when he retired
to return to Boulder to suend
some time with his aged mother.

Until 1907 there was no water
works in the town of Merrill and
the several big fires that destroyed
part of the town were fought by
bucket "orlgades.

Ben"s father before him was a
volunteer fireman and the need
for more adequate fire protection
lor the town worried him Into or-

ganizing the town's first volunteer
crew.

He acquired an old chemical rig,
two tanks and 40 lubber
buckets. Money for the equipmentwas raised with dances and In
the years that have followed
George Washington's birthday on
February 23 has been the day for
the traditional day to continue to
raise funds to keep the fire equip-
ment rolling. In the early davs.
members of the Library Club gave
suppers at the dances.

The city put a pump on Lost
River, water mams were later laid
and hose was bought.

Faus built the first truck, prac-
tically siiiRlo handed in his black-
smith shop.

Shortly after organisation of the
company he was elected its first
fire chief, a job he held until he
left (he country. In 1945 he was
named the oldest fire chief in the
state of Oregon in point of vear's
service.

He served as marshall, deputysheriff in Klamath Countv. was
trouble shooter for the Klamath
Power Company owned and oper-
ated by H. V. Gates before the
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Persian
Liles Retakes

Yitness Stand
FT. LEWIS, Wash. W LL Col.

Paul V. Liles returned to the stand
for Friday at
his Army court martial on charges
of working with the enemy while
their prisoner in Korea.

The 39-- y e a Birmingham,

Princess

Potato Order

Hearing Set
SACRAMENTO (UP) A hear-i- i
g to consider ending the amend-

ed marketing order for Lonfr White
potatoes was called by the Califor-
nia Department of Agriculture
today before the order even went
Into effect.

The hearing was set for Dec. 27
In Bakersfield. The new order will
go into effect Dec. 20.

Marketing officials said Uley had
believed the amendments would
take care of the objections lo the
old order voiced at public hearings.
Some 70 per cent of the producers
agreed to the Issuance of the new
order, but before the ink was dry
opponents petitioned the depart-
ment to hold a new hearing to
consider Junking the order.

0 You don't

need lessons!
Ala., career soldier, testifying in
his own defense, told the

1

Army court Thursday ne made
Just a fiager at a time ea key at
tine sad you're playing the right hind
Melody. This alone sounds surprising-I- f

load.
broadcasts, recordings and speech-
es used by the enemy for propa
ganda purposes in ltral.

He Justified his actions, however,
by saying they were intended to

The Continental Frenchsave the lives of American priso
WOMEN BOWL IN MIAMI

MIAMI, Fla. W The 39th
Woman's International Bowl-lu- g

Congress Tournament will open
April 19, 1956, in Miami.

Purse . . . pastels in Gahna
Cowhide aglctm with tinyif 1

P jewels.f a ( V. AH v

ners of war or to further an es-

cape plan he had hatched. Com-

munist threats prompted some of
the activities, he said.

Under direct examination, Liles
re"lewed his three years as a
prisoner of the Reds. A high point
was one of four attempts he made
to escape from his captors.

Liles said he obtained a North
Korean uniform to make his escape
and was at large for three days

mac ess K:V;X.qg) Gardner

(9"TTaC You phy chords

with one finger!

J si"'1

FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES

FREE
DECEMBER BIRTHDAY

DINNER

Sunday. Dec. 18th, 5 p.m.
Free to Aerie and Auxiliary Members

who have birthdays in December.

Other Members $1

Rieli harroi)y chords thit normally
take 3 to S Angers, take only I finger
ef your left hind on the Chord Organ.

BEN FAUS cut his eye teeth r.r a toed horseshoe in the town of Boulder, Colorado where his
father, the late Jacob Faus, far left, was an expert blacksmith and horseshoer. He taught his
three sons the trade II to r) Jack, Ben and Robert. Two sons, the two older followed in their
father's footsteps but Robert, baby of the family'became a doctor. The circular rack in the
foreground is huny thick with toed shoes in anticipation of ice and snow. Jacob Faus is at
the anvil and on the wall in the large frame are nickel-plate- d shoes made by Ben.

before he was picked up.
The witness described broad-

casts he made for the Reds. He
said he agreed to the first. March
4, 1951, in hopes of appealing to
the International Red Cross for
an air drop of food and medicine
for some 3,000 American POWs.

The Reds cutout the appeal, he
said, but he managed to get into
the script enough military infor-
mation lo reveal whereabouts of
the POW camp and prevent its be-

ing bombed by American forces.
Liles said he was very 111 when

Perienaliaad In 24 kt. Geld, Free

VOI R .STORE
QUITE A NIGHT

HAMPTON, Va. '(.IV-J- ack

ta;lback for the Hampton High
II Op.n Till I

II 721 Main I fififSchool football team, had himself
he "voice signed" an appeal to
U.N. forces to surrender but later
wnen other POWs made u disturb-
ance managed to grab the tape
recording and arop it in a well.
He and other POWs, he said,
"voiced signed" appeals to the five
powers to form a peace pact, and
to President Truman and Gen.

o.uite a night when the Crabbers
beat Oscar bmith High of South
Norfolk 10-- Lawson scored three
touchdowns, kicked four extra

points, gained 85 yards in 13 car-lie-

averaged 44 yards on six
klckoffs, recovered one fumble and
blocked a Iflck.

P 'lift w. vjWBSMfet
MacArthur to withdraw U. N.
troops from North Korea.

NOW
AT THE 97 SUPPER CLUB!

r II of Entertainment""That Little Bombshetill WITH ULTRA SMART "PERMA-PLASTIC- S" OAK TOPS!Just 37 Inches High and Chuck Full of Charm and Personality.

45 Lbs. of Fun, Mirth,
Hilarity
THAT'S

TINY DOLLeeta

In line with our policy to bring
you the best in entertainment
we are especially proud to an-

nounce the "Biggest Littlo
Show in the World.

Appearing here for a limited

time, you will enjoy "Little
Miss Entertainment," Tiny
DOLLeeta. Come tea har.
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The

Chord Organ

Requires No

Lessons . . .

No proctice in the ordinory
sense . . .' You Icorn just

by ploying, yet you can

steadily through months

and yeori.

TIht Is no miJ

lo flic! iMis.siliili-lio- N

of I Ills re-

in n r k a bl

Scores of people in the
Klamath Basin and
thousands all over the
country are findinq in

the

Chord Organ
A New Hobby . .

A fascinatinq new in-

terest.

Full Price

Only

$995
Terms Like Rent

If You Wish

Choica Steaks 2. SO

Southern Fried Chicken 2.25

Dressing

Phone
For Reservation

3 Shows Niqhtly
First Show 9:30 A.M.
3 Shows Sat. Niqh't

No Cover Week Nights

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (Ben) FAUS, one time marshall.'lon-stable- ,
trouble shooter for the old H. V. Gates Klamath Power

Company and later for the California Oregon Power Company
in his own baliwick of Merrill was Merrill's first fire chief.
At 75 he can still climb a power pole with plenty of zip. He
makes, his home with a son, Robert J. Faus, meterman for
Copco at 72 Mt. Whitney Street.

IN -- ! .Til Modtrn tbony trim! Mod v:&. $tr''"n9 atV' w't1 ebony

jjy grill and legs! rn bra it frrulf!
u U '; jmiiT- I

1:1COCKTAIL TABLE glamorous $1095 W W Mil
natehina stvlc! Super at I '

r--. J.Post Office

Estimates Mail
1 I" ' "I ft ' ' M v- -

here's a terrific' value!

imported binoculars 29.50
Flu 10 Ut

villi coaled lens
The perfect qift for any member of the family.

These French binoculars are reqularly priced at1 V
56V. bU! Feather-weig- vinylite aluminum body

95 CORNER TABLE, ,'arge decora- - $ Q95 .0t: STEP TABLE, enravishing, SJQIt modern, olastic-to- o toble! I

--omy 12 ounces. Highest grade coated
achromatic lenses. Pressure-taste- moii- -

f and rust-pro- sealing. Field
of view, 330 feet at 1000 yards. Com-

plete with ncolite carrying case.

H' hivt imported thit mMnuiacturer'k
produrit lor over ,T5 yean. Satiitaction

guajtnletd, or money telunded.

iTHESE TABLES HAVE DRAWERS
Not Shown On Illustration Choose From Mahogany, Oak or Maple0

WASHINGTON l.fl The Post
Office Department estimated Fri-
day it will handle something- more
than 17 billion pieces of mail in
the final quarter of this year.

The figure, about a billion pieces
higher than that for the last three
months of 1954, amounts to an
average of more than 300 pieces
for every family in America.

This month's deliveries alone,
reflecting- the holiday rush, are
expected to reach a record of
about 7,330.000,000 pieces, or 2'3
billion above the normal 1955

month. The December handle last
year totaled 6.900.000.000 pieces.

Postmaster General Summer-fiel- d

ursid in a statement thnt re-
turn addressee be put on Christ-
inas cards.

"Fir some obscure reason.' he
said, "many persons seem to feel
It Is bad taste to put a return
address on Christmas cards.

Actually, it la in the best of taste.
It saves friends and acquaintances
much time and effort in keeping
their mailing lists up to date and
assures the sender. If he uses three-ce-

po'taee, that he will know
II a greeting Is not deliverable."

Alto a complele stork of Bautch ti
Lomli, Carl Zeits and ntlirr famous
makes . Opera Glaww, Telescope,
Barometers and Tliermomelcrs.

Comt in for o trial in our

private room wher you can

ploy by yourself, after a few

minutes explanation.

Louis R. Mann
PIANO CO.
120 N. 7th

MAIL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED

WE GIVE GREEN STAMPS

COLUMBIAN OPTICAL CO. SEARS. ROEBUCK CO. COLUMBIAN OPTICAL CO.

730 Moia St., Kloragtk Polls431 3. W. Alder 124 S. E. Grud Ave.


