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Military, Civilian Housing Meeds Stressed
Another group which has recogThe community's normal growthworkers. These workers and theirBy MAX WAl'CIIOl'K

In recognition of the acute need
for adequate rental housing in the

nized the dearth of adequate hous-

ing Is the city planning commis-
sion. In view of the commission s
study and subsequent recommen-
dation, the city council has author-
ized posting of all city owned lots
to encourage purchase for build-
ing sites.

The investigations by all these
interested groups point up the need
for adequate rental housing. The
problem is local, and unless it is
met and solved on a local level,
it will have to be met by out-

side interests or by the federal
authorities.

in the community to take care of
the Air Force's needs.

Defense department officials
have stressed the fact that In view
of the world political situation, this
air base is to be considered a per-
manent installation.

The Air Force base is only one
facet of the future growth picture
of the Klamath Falls area. The
California Oregon Power C. is
nearlng final okay from federal
authorities for 4he construction of
several dams on the Klamath Riv-
er. If approved, these dams will
mean a long term building pro-

gram employing several hundred

families will attract additional serv-

ice trades personnel.
As the "hub of a distribution

center for the Pacific Northwest,"
Klamath Falls is bound to attract
n?w industries which will mean
even more growth.

With modern scientific develop-
ments In the use of algae, it is
conceivable that someday a rev-

olutionary new industry will make
its home on the bajvks of Upper
Klamath Lake, where at present
a scientific survey is being con-

ducted through Oregon State
"College.
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and the anticipated new industries
will quite naturally mean addition-
al burdens on the city's school
system and the accompanying fac-

ulty housing requirements.
Arnold Cralapp, city school su-

perintendent, and Carrol Howe,
county superintendent, anticipate
an increase of about 300 students
in the two systems from uie im-

pact of the Jet base alone.
The nation wide trend Indicates

a tremendous' Increase In school
population over the next 10 to 20

years as a result of normal
growth. Added stimuli

from other sources will further
swell the schools' rolls.

The subsequent heed for hous-

ing has been emphasized by Win-

ston D. Purvlne, director '
of Ore-

gon Technical Institute. Purvine
said his school had almost reached
'th limit of its expansion without
additional student and faculty hous-

ing in the Klamath Falls area.
The problem Is obvious. The so-

lution is not quite so clear.
In an ef.fort to explore all ave-

nues towards a- solution, the
housing division of the Military Af-

fairs Committee was organized
the chairmanship of Ed Bell,

Klamath Falls businessman.
Bell has called several meetings

of his committee with those most
vitally concerned with the housing
problem, in an attempt V) promote
a solution on a local level.

Studies by his group disclose
that there is a definite need for a
financing program which will in-

vite building by local residents.
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Klumath Falls area, the Herald
and News, in cooperation with the
Klamath County Chamber of Com
merce Military Affairs Committee
and U.S. Air Force officials, has
compiled this section.

The aim of the information is
to acquufnt residents of the Klam-
ath Basin with the situation In an
effort to stimulate .building and
financing on a local level.

The problem began when the
Air Force, realizing the iced lor
a plug in the air defenses of the
Pacific Coast asked Coneress- for
authority to establish the Klamath
Falls Jet interceptor base. In Feb-

ruary 1954 Congress Kave its okay
to the Western Air Defense Force
to build and man this air base to
Unit the Portland and San Fran-
cisco defenses.

With this authorization, the spot-

light was turned on Klamath .'alls.
Soon afUT, Congress appropriat-
ed the Initial $4,133,000 for con-

struction of the jet base. Addi-

tional appropriations have, fol-

lowed.
Msjor construction contracts

were let last spring and Immediate-

ly a need for housing for air base
construction workers became ap-

parent. In the following months,
th- - first contingent of Air Force
personnel arrived and made more
inroads on Klamath's dwindling
housing supply.

When the basf Is fully "tanned
the Air Force estimates that ap-

proximately 1.000 officers and n

will be stationed here. In ad-

dition, the USAF will probably man
some type of r?.dav direction sta-

tion near the Klamath Falls area
These radar direction stations are
usually located near all Jet

bases. They are used to
vector the jets on to their

lntercentions

Cover Identification
The U. S. Air Force couple pictured on the cover of

this section is Airman Second Class Dan French and his
wife, Susan, of Chicago, Illinois.

Airman French enlisted in the USAF in January, 1955
for four years. He completed his basic training at Lackland
Air Force Base and was then assigned to Paine Air Force
Base, Everett, Washington and was reassigned to the Klam-
ath Falls jet interceptor bave from' there.

The Chicago airman is an architectural draftsman In
the Installations-Engineerin- g Office at Mi air base under
Major Oscar D. Whitten, bas inetallationt-angitveerin- g

officer. Airman French plaiie to .study architecture on the
Gl Bill upon coiftptiofioiR- - of aTliatmnt.

Airman French and, hit) wife, era a poreoowt auing
a larger apartment'. Ii wid b hwA to obtain suitable
ejwurter iffl t pi'ijea ahiM.
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