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Writer Gives Significance Of New Labor Reorganization In Aﬁi’v
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The APL with 108 national unions
and the CIO with 30 have banded
together in & single association of
uniors.

How big Is 7

The Luabor Depariment, in a re-
cent oliicin] report, estimated AFL
membership &t 10,800,000, the
Qro's st 5200,000, for m (total af
over 16 million, But officials of
the pew AFL-CIO claim only 13
million.

Why have they merged?

Union leaders say pooling re-
sources and strengih will glve or-
ganized iabor more powes n bar-
galning  with employers, Orgunize
ing more workers in unions, and
influencing state and national poll-
tics,

There Is room for argument
here, Some students of laber af-
fairs foel the natural competition
between two organizations tended
to keep both more on their \oes,

Wwill it actually Inerease labor's

awer?

It will to some exieni. Alllialea
unions Will have the same autoo:
omy s under the sepaiale AFL
and GIO.. Auy one of them can
pull cut sl any time.

But AFL-QIO officials al the lo-
cnl, state and national lovel nats|
urally will spesk with more al-
sghority  and  infiyence than wus
true when there were Lwo such
officlals

A similar situation would be U \
the two mpin business nssocintions
combined, the National Asin, of
Manulacturers and U. 8. Chamber
of Commerce, The fusion ‘would
not necessarily mean increased
power but It would certalnly point
ihat way.

Wil unlon labor he more radical
ar more conservative?

Traditionnlly the AFL has been
more conservative than the CIO.
1t appeats likely that in the blend-
fng of the two a middie ground |
will be reached with the organi-
zation mclined to a Bil more mod- |
erale course. \

This has already been indicated

in resolutions adopted by the AFL-
C10 convention and in sugrestions
that the AFL-CIO should work out
1 "hw-and-!rl-h\'r" srrangement
with American industry.

who ure the top active AFL-CIO
officers?

George Meany, fl-year-old  ex-
plumber, has been elected presi-
dent and Willlam Schnitzler, one-
time bakery worker, secrelary-
treasurer. Both held simllar posts
in the AFL. Meany will gel $30,-
oon apnual salary, Schnitzler $33.-

000, the same Pay they drew with
the AFL !

Whai has happened to Waller
Reuther, the former CIO chief?

Reuther, stepping  aside for |
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ganigations are being retained and
merged inlo one staff,

What about John L. Lewis's
uUnited Mine Workers and other
unions now out of the AFL-CIO?
¢ The T0-year-old Lewis, {founder
of the now-merged CIO, has at one
time or another been & power in
both the AFL and CIO. He hns
held aloaf of the AFL-CIO and aald
the merger can't endure, Never-
theless, the miner's someday may
Join up.

Independent railroad linlons are
actively considering entering the
AFL-CIO. They are the Bralhr.r-|
hood of Firemen and Engloemen i
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How about mergers within the
merger?

A good denl of this 15 expected.
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