A STRONG CONTENDER FOR PACIFIC NORTHWEST GRASSMAN OF THE YEAR is Lloyd
Gift of Langell Yalley, who won the 1955 Qregon State Grassmen of the Year contest fast
month, He 1s compating againit the fop gratsmen from Warshington and Idahe, with the

judges schaduled to name the winner tomorrow, Gift sald thet it took lobs of work end

watar fo canvert the scabrock land on the upper paris of his ranch inte the luth gram
pasture thown at top right. He has developed three reservairs, one of which reprosents
an improvament of a defunct irrigation district dam, and dug contour ditches to carry
the water through the rocky land, which was seeded by airplane. The top Isft picture
shows a crew laying oub contour ditcRes, and at right center is a tractor working on the
Willow Yalley dam, one of the twe Gift built from tcrateh. In the boMem left -is Three
Mile Flat reservoir, the other project Gift began from scraich, At bgtlom right, G
{left) points out tha featuros of his bottom land pasture, which he reclaimed from swahpy
conditions caused by poor drainage, to county contest judges Ray Petarian lsscrataryl,
Alvin Cheyns and Rex High. It has taken Gift about seven years to bring the pasture fo
its presant state. The tod from the grass covers the rock, meking it invisible to the cesual
passer-by. The 1,700 acres support about 1,000 hoad of his ewn and other ranghers' cattle.
The 11,000 acre feet of water stored in the threa reservoirs is a two year supply for the
@1 ranch, Water frem the dams is carefully preserved, with litilg, runcff leaving the ranch,
Runelf from higher pastures iz used on lower pastures, with the final
438 being on the bottom lands near the Langell Valley highway. Gift
has besn continuously active in sofl consarvation work, having aided
in the organization in 1941 of the Langell Valley Soil Duin:!. and

serving with varicus county and state soll groups.
—Portrait, conter right and bottem right by Herald and News,
others by U.S. Department of Agriculture.




