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Gigantic Plywood Industry
Grew From Humble Beginning

plays, strong shelves for the mu.
sical equipment, supports for in
dustry displays. All of these are'
uses suggested In the industrial
section of this Industrial show.

The Douglas Fir Plywood As.
soclation, trade promotion body for
the west coast Industry, has mere,
ly taken a leaf from its own note!
book in these uses of the modular
panels in the show

You'll be able to see the show

at the Exhibit Building, hours 2

to 9 p.m.. but you won t be able
to see all Uie fir plywood which

has gone into "workhorse" areas
of Uie two circus wagons carry-

ing the display.
Among these uses of the versa-

tile building panels are big pulley
wheels for an endless belt carry-

ing animated sections of the dis

Uses Of Plywood
Proved In Show

Behind the scenes in the Fir
Plywood Jubilee free show which

comes .here October 25 is ample
pioof of the show theme: "You
Caji Build Anything With Fir

Hie tir plywood Industry, which Wheeler and Gcoruc Ft. Osgood be-I-

195s cclebmles its bpeo pan making plywood lor their
rise as producer of "Airier- - coma door buMness. O.sRood's son,

(n'i. Ruj.iit Hnilrtmc Material." Oconee J. Osgood, and Henry Mc- -

had humble beginnings in a little 'deary bcitan a thiid plywood mill
at McCleary. Wash., In 191box and drum laclory on the bank- -

fecond Tacoina plant, Builelen
'Manufacturing Co., began making

of the Willamette River near Fort'
land.

A few hastily assembled panels panels In llilG to become the fourth

An Old Fashioned
PAT ON THE BACK

and OUR BEST WISHES

lir plywood manuiacturer in me i, - 1HPacific pforlhwcsi

wcek sciicc'ule. Short rations and
small paychecks were common but
the industry dug In and held.

Meanwhile, Harbor Plywood Cor-

poration, a pioneer firm formed
in Aberdeen, Wash., in the early
20's saw the hope of a waterproof
glueline as the key to future mar-
kets previously untouched by ply-
wood. The management team
headed by A. R. Wuest made a

move when it set up a
small laboratory Ui look into the
problem.

Wuest hired Dr. James V. Nev-i-

to ducct Harbor's search lor
a waterproof glue that would be
suitable lor volume production oi
fir plywood, Nevin, a tireless in-

novator in everything from
screens to new uses for wood
waste, was joined by Michael Pas- -

manufactured lor display at the
190S Lewis and Clark World's Fair
Exposition in Portland, mailed
the birth of an industry which in

By this time, the Industry was
- 'imakmc Inroads Into oilier mar

kets. Besides a bustling door pan ri it
el business, manufacturers began

the short spac3 ol a hall century
blossomed into a 400 million dol-

lar annual business employing 24.- - L
a
i!JiLL --we.',."selling plywood lor use as trunn

ttock and lor drawer oouoms.000 workers in nearly 100 plywood
mills in Washington, Oregon and World War I curtailed further ex

California. pansion but In lito, Crnig bpenccr
and Gus Bartclls started Elliott

GUNFIRE TEST on highway signs, conducted by laboratory
technicians at a northwest rifle range, proved fir plywood'i
greater resistance to this act of vandalism.

TO, THE

Plywood Industry
These are U;e plants which com

Bay Mill Co. in Seattle, the first

quier. a younrf AJniversity ol
nosure studies begun and industry.Washington chemical engineer at

ihe time and William Martin, an

plant erected independent of
door panel concern.

Worker-Owne- d riants
In 1921, J. J. Lucas and E. E

Westnian. a pair of Tacomans, or
nanized the industry's first worker-

wide quality control was based on
other young technical man from a statistically ranoomizcu samp-

ling nrosrain.the University ol bouthem Califor ON ITS

pose the aesteru lir plywood in-

dustry accounting for of

all the notion's plywood and 95

per cent of all soilwood plywood.
Durum lOoS, throuch their indus-

try trade association known as
Douglas Fir Plywood Association,
the mai.uiaclurcrs are maintaining
a sales promotion program drama-
tized by the Golden Jubilee Ann-

iversary Ihcme.
The industry highlighted 1956

commemorative events with Its an-

nual meeting in Portland June 13

Difford put trained men in thenia. The trio went to work in the
field to render market level adfall of 1933. Days blended into

owned plant at Olympin, one of
the great success stones of the
West. Tncy sold $500 shares to 125 vice and service to plywood supweeks as Nevin and his aides

It had to make a fresh start.
As the post war housing boom

hit the nation, plywood was ready.
Millions of feet of fir plywood
went into GI and other peace-tim- e

housing. As last as new families
formed, homes had to be built.
The lightweight, ply-
wood panels proved their rugged-nes- s

for hundreds of jobs. Versa-lll- e

and with the toughness ol
steel, plywood found usage in pro-

jects ranging from skyscrapers to

mmworked day and night. The yearworkers and started Olympia ve 50th Anniversary!pliers and users and to contact
code oliicials and lending author-
ities. Emphasis in advertising was

1934 was plywood s darkest as Nevneer Co. At first there were no
in raced againsl contracting mar-
kets and falling prices.

paychecks and no prolits. Work-

ers lived together, cut each oth switched from the consumer lo tne
ers hair and cut corners on an hxterior riywood Achieved

In Decembei 1935, Harbor Ply
specifier, the architect and build-

er. Simultaneously, the industry
concentrated much of Its effort

other exnenses. A year after itthrough il when 50 "Uoiaen loeas
for building with' fir plywood were
unveiled. Many of these ideas are
embodied in the Fir Plywooa Ju

wood announced that Nevin hadooencd. the firm was staggering storage bins.
but still on its feet, slowly forg on lumber dealers with the result

that today they sell 50 per cent of
been successful. He had perfected
an exterior glue suitable for pro-
duction use on fir plywood. In

ing ahead. A few years Inter, suebilee free show which comes here

Fir plywood, produced only on the West Coast,
is sold everywhere. It is used to build millions

of useful things, and new uses are being dis-

covered constantly. We are fully aware of the

importance of fir plywood to this area's econ-

omy, and we will continue to lend our support
to the industry and to its efforts on behalf of

total fir plywood output. Basic re.cess was assured. Olympia VeneerOctober 25. The show will be at
search to develop engineering dataJanuary 19.15, commercial producthe Exhibit Building hours 2 to branched out, bought two other

plains and finally sold the original on nlywood was launcned lookingtion of exterior fir plywood be

The era stimulated another great
period of expansion in which the
number of plants in the industry
about tripled while total fir ply-
wood output more than tripled.

In Its Golden' Jubilee year, the
plywood manufacturers can show
a total annual industry payroll of
115 million dollars with the nearly
100 mills worth an estimated 220

gan and a short time later, M andplant In 1946, changing the name toward development of plywood
use in advanced construction techM Wood Working Co. at Longviewto Associated plywood miiis,

Inc. Onlv a few months ago the began to produce a plywood with niques.
The Industry's product was carefirm completed a full cycle of de a synthetic pnenolic resin water

0 p.m.
Selection of Portland as the fo-

cal point lor ma.iy Jubilee year
celebrations honors the city where
In the turbulent days of 1905 a
handful of wood workers turned
out the first plywood panels.

First Mr plywood
The birth scene was the Port-

land Manufacturing Co., owned

proof glueline.
This development is the most

velopment when it was Dougnt oy
United States Plywood Corpora-
tion. Significantly, about 32 per Important single technical advance

fully standardized and DFPA was
the first trade association In the
country to register an association
grademark. The entire promotion
program was keyed to the new

million dollars. These mills will
produce this year about n

feet.cent of all fir plywood Is now pro in the history of fir plywood s pro
gress. It meant vast new markets The future? Excellent! The fit
in building, in boats, In farm strucand operated by Peter Autzen and plywood Industry sees greater pro
tures, signs and industrial uses.Gustav A. Carlson. Its superintend-

ent was N. J. Bailey, a lathe ex- Today, fully 25 per cent of all fir
gress in the coming half century
than it achieved during the color-
ful first 50 years. Stanford Re

fir plywood's increasing popularity and use-

fulness.

YOU'RE INVITED TO...
Tour Kalpine Attend the Circus

Cascade Industrial Supply, Inc.

duced by worker-owne- mills.
The roaring 20 s saw plywood

break into a new and expand-
ing market. Detroit automobile
manufacturers ordered hundreds
of thousands of feet of panel ma-

terial for use In running boards
and floor boaids, as well as other

plyv.qod is exterior type with wapert hired from the Midwest. When

grademarks as tne banner of qual-
ity.

With customer confidence in the
product building, in the field, mar-
kets again expanded, and by early
1939 the Industry was back on Its
feet.

Wartime Effort
When the Japanese struck Pearl

search Institute, In a survey ofterproof glue and some industry
leaders look for the day in tlfc future demand for wood and fi

nanced by Weyerhaeuser Timberfuture when all fir plywood will
be made with waterproof bond. Co., predicts a demand for ply-- :smaller nuto parts. In 1924. the

industry produced 125 million feet
of fir plywood.

wood of feet by 1975.
That's enough plywood to form a

Xecd Waterproof Glue
But while the growing automo pathway of 4x8-fo- panels laid end

to end from here to the moon.
bile business provided a much- -

Klamath Falls Phone 3711515 Market

Harbor, the nation plunged into
war. Thirty-on- e plywood mills
turned over their entire output to
government needs. Plywood built
huts and offices and theaters in
the South Pacific and In the Aleu-

tians. Piywood PT botts staged
the first forays againsl the Japan

New uses, new markets, new hori-
zons for "America's Busiest Build-
ing Material."

needed impetus in panel sales, it
also pointed up fir plywood's great
early weakness the glucline. For
years, animal glue had been used.

Worm Fair uliiciais asked tne lirm
to come up with an exhibit, the
three men went to work. Other
woods had been used In m.kmg
panels in the East and in Europe
but fir plywood had never been
ti ied.

The panel crew at Portland Man-

ufacturing Co. cut fir veneer on
n crude St. Joe lathe and dried
the veneer lor two weeks on a

loading dock. Then the veneer was
run through a steam kiln ordinar-
ily used for regular lumber.

The panels were placed togeth-
er with the glue applied with a
hand brush. Ten panels, each
were in tho first group to go into
n home-mad- e press built of planks.
Regular house Jacks were used to
aet the gluo under pressure.

But the crudely-mad- e plywood
was a success at the Fair. East

Meanwhile, as the depression
years wore on, the manufacturers
intensified their efforts to find a
workable program of joint indus-
try promotion. Previous attempts
at joint promotion begun in the
early 1920 s had lapsed or died,.

Big promotion
III 1938, Uicie was another mar-

ket turndown and the industry
again joined hands, subscribing a
large joint promotion fund to be
administered by Douglas Fir Ply-
wood Association.

W. E. Diiford was brought In to
direct the program on the basis
of his outstanding record as a

Later, An adhesive made from ese during the grim early days of
the war and plywood assault boatscasein, a milk derivative, was de-

veloped and in 1924, a soya bean carried troops across the crucial
crossing of the Rhine in 1944. Plyglue came on the market. Each

was an improvement of the other m PL YWOODwood-mad- e box cars and crates for
airplane ship parts. Plywood 30.- -ljut ail had one drawback none

could give a fully waterproof glue- - 000 feet of it went into every Lib-

erty ship, built during the war. a o oline, Imposing a definite celling on
the Industry's potential. in one ol me greal tributes to

Uie soundness of the Industry qual
leading sales promotion executive
which had brought him an almost
legendary reputation as a "healer
of sick business." Difford brought

erners asked about it; westerners
The stock market crash of 1929

was followed by hard times and
the plywood Industry was rocked

ity control measures instituted by
DFPA.' there was never a governcommented on It. Portland Manu-

facturing Co. got Its first orders ment inspector in a plywood plant
during ihe war. The grademark

a new concept to plywood promo-
tion in a program that sparked
ihe most spectacular era of new
growth In tho industry's progress.

with a succession of bad fortune.
Detroit mmcd the door in its
lace and quit buying panels lor
automobilcs. "Tne glucline won'i
hold up." the car makers said.

ivas ll,.l,nat was needed.
Post War Expansion a giant

in the
With victory, the mills returned

soon alter the Fair opened.
DoorN First L'se

Door manufacturers were the
first buyers of the fir plywood and
tnr years the first plants built wcrn

imply adjuncts to door 'firms.
Five years after the Portland
plant got under way, William C.

Several mills closed their doors.
Earlier concepts of quality based

primarily on laco grading wete
revised to emphasize the gluelinetemporarily, and one wont Into re

In peace-tim- e production. No "war
babies," plywood had not profit,
fd but had actually suffered muchceivership. Olhers were lorced to as tne key to plywood quality,

place their crews on a Standards were set up, field ex- from the restrictions of the war,

building
Industry!

XfL.. rrife m Pjnelso1

1905 lh:r' R"IWo011 19551
Fifty years ago the first fir plywood was made at
Portland, Oregon, and was exhibited that year at
the Lewis and Clark Exposition in Portland. Today,
the fir plywood industry on the West Coast is a
$370,000,000 giant and is still growing!

Fir Plywood JubileeI 111111 0&S syow
See our complete
line of more than
200 Easi-Bil- d Plans!

. . Everything from plans for
o home to a What-No- t Shelf!

All thicknesses and
all grades of Fir

Plywood available!

Ti

Klamath County Fairgrounds
Tuesday, October 25, 2 to 9 p.m.
To commemorate fir plywood's 50th Anniversary, a colorful circus-typ- e

exposition has been arranged, and will appear at the Klamath

County Fairgrounds October 25. This show will entertain, will inform,
will show how fir plywood can add to your living pleasure when used

around your home . . . indoors ond outdoors. There's something of

interest for all ages, so plan to attend.

ft
COPELAND

Lumber Company
"EVERYTHING FOR THE BUILDER"

66 Main phone 3197

See new "Golden Ideas" for
' indoor-outdoo- r living!

v i' See sound-colo- r movies on

plywood manufacture.

A See colorful "menagerie of
fir plywood circus animals.

AT KLAMATH FALLS

OCTOBER 25
2 PM 'til 9 PM

at the

FAIRGROUNDS

Ask About
Our

ABC
Home Improvement

LOANS
See dramatic displays
depicting plywood industry's
growth ond importance.


