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WASHINGTON ¢ — A back-
stage battle over the future status
of the Mariue Corps i3 reported
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Informed sources who declined
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An Informant sald Secrelary
|Charles Thomas now has on his
desk an order, with a request that
be sign it, which would put the
Marines under supervision of the
naval operations chief, Thomas is
currently in Europe. .
Official Pentagon spokesmun de-
clined immadiate comment.

The genersl interpretation of a
law passed & year ago !5 under-
stood to be that the Marines shall
be under the Navy secretary with
the Nayy's top uniformed olfficer
having only operational contral
over them, That law sel a mini-
mum  Maripe establishment of
thres divisions and threc Marine
alr wings.
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US Marines Face Batile Over Status

|Thomas 8. Gales reported In Apsy
that the Navy secrelary had je
sued policy directives making i
|clear thut the commandant of the
|Marine Corps was considersd di,
rectly’ under the control ol thy
|Navy secrelary

Since then, pro-Marine sourcey
say, an eifors has been made 9
get* Thomas 1o 1ssue an  order
bringtng all aspects of Marine pp,
uvitles under control of the Navy
chis{ of operations, Adm, Robery
B. Cainey.

The reporied purpose s o gy
the Navy chiel greater leeway i
the use of nppropriations. Gep.
erally speaking, funds for the M.
rines are Included in the Mayy
budget.
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