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Airstrip
Held Down

CyVietmin!
By LAKRY ALLEN" X

HANOI, Indochina (J The
French high command ennnnacMi
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GOING UP on the courthouse lawn these days is the new
stone veterans' memorial shaft. The nine o'clock photograph-
er made it the subject of this morning's study. ,

Dulles Pushes
Plans for European Army
Defense Against Russians

Thursday night that CommunlsU
lea Vletmlun troops succeeded in
entrenching themselves in s. the
northern part of the main airstrin
of the fortress of Dieu Blen Phu,
omy s,ws leet irom tne Bears of
tto bastion, ,.., v ,

An earlier announcement aaid '

the rebels bad' been driven off
after blowing up the northern end
of the airstrip In a night attack.

A high command , spokesman

Vletminh were not in particularly
heavy strength. ..

He said attacking French infan-
try had succeeded in fllllnv In
part of trenches duff into the air
su-i- by the Vletminh, but that
the rebels still held onto a long
section of the strip, .

The obvious Intention of. the re-
bels was to use the trenches to cut
off the supply line, and communi-
cations between eastern and west-
ern, sectors of the fortress de-
fenses, - ': ,.,

'CLOSE THREAT
.From, the remaining trenches,
the Vletminh are now posing the
closest threat ever since the battle
started to the heart of the fortress,
the command headquarters of Col.
Christian de Castries..

The Vletminh maneuver was re-
garded as a prelude to the launch-
ing of the rebels' third massive
attempt to crush the fortress and '

win their first big victory of Uie
war, .' ;

The French were trying desner- -
ately to blast the Vletminh out
of the trenches with grenades,
heavy machlngun fire, artillery
and; air force attacks; Meanwhile
the Vieunlnh continued violent
barrages- - against key '. French
strongpolnts.

There seemed-Util- doubt that
Vletminh Gen. Vo Nguyen Oiap'e
uura attempt to crush the fortress
would be launched shortly, i

He again moved thousands - ef
fresh troops into the hills around
the bastion and sent out strong
patrols which tried to infiltrate toe
French positions and pave the way
for a massive infantry assault.
TORPEDOES . j

The Communist-le- d attacker got
within 100 yards of the French da

Mienders in the "north
l west corner ox ma icetreasv wnere
the airstrip liv .With Bangalore
tomMlaa& hlffh vnlMiMM.m 4tiar-

end of bamboo 'sticks they man-
aged to rip up a big bunk of toe
airstrip's steel matting.

In Tokyo, the U. S. Air Fores
announced the temporary transfer
of a squadron of American 0119
Flying Boxcars to the Philippines
for airlifting supplies to Indochina,
The Air Force said the squadron
personnel would not normally
travel the Indochina run, but would
serve in maintenance,, supply and
administrative capacities.

The rebels have poured tons of
artillery shells onto the Dlen Blen
Phu airstrip and put up a curtain
of antiaircraft fire' to keep planes
from landing with supplies or evac-
uating the wounded. Thus far, the
French have continued to repair
the field each time it is hit in the
hope of eventually being able to get
planes in.

The French did not reveal either
their own or the enemy's losses In
driving off the infiltrating vlet
minh from the airfeld last night.

The high command said the Vlet-
minh still was putting heavy presv
sure against positions in the north
western comer. They have dug
trenches close to the barbed wire'
barricades and have sown anti-
personnel mines through the area
to hamper French counterattacks.

Me Crn Ccala-- M Faces

In The'

Days iews
Bt FRANK JENKINS

s Aboard . the California Zephyr,
eastbound. The Zephyr is an at-
tractive' "and pleasant train. One
oi its talking points Is that It pro-
vides all the comforts and most ol
the frills of modern travel without
the added modern frill of an extra
fare.

That's something in these days
'When one Is supposed to have to
begin to watch the pennies. I'd
say that If, watching the pennies
Involves nothing more drastic
than riding the Zephyr, the

doesn't look too dark.

The real attraction of the Zephyr
Is Its Vista Dome cars. I think
they must have got the Vista Dome
Idea in the first place from the
gun blisters on the old World, War
n Flying Fortresses.

The "vista domes" are stream-
lined glass cages perched up on
top of a Pullman car. You reach
them by a little winding stair that
leads up from the car's first floor.
As you climb up the stair, you
cling tightly to the Tailing in order
to keep from being scrambled
when the train goes around a
curve. Thus the spice of adventure
is added to a visit to one of the
things.

I think maybe I'll be able to
tell you : something later. So far,
I have little if any actual informa-
tion upon which to base a descrip-
tion. All I know is based on hear-
say. .

The Idea seems to be that the
early risers on tne tram pre--
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sclences and can't sleep park
themselves in the Vista Domes,
refrain from food and drink all
day because if they depart some-
body else will get their seats, and
leave only when the porter finally
gets their berths made down
for the night.

Anyway, they're popular. There
van oe no auuob uuuui, umw. a
hasty count in the course ot a con
stltutlonal this morning while the
train has stopped yielded a total
of four of them in a train about
a half mile long. I suppose the
business Idea back of it is that
people will keep riding the Zephyr
indefinitely in the hope that if
they work at it long enough they'll
eventually get into one ot the Vista
Domes and find out whether get-

ting in is worth all the effort,

The Zephyr breezes eastward
from Oakland, then turns north-
ward through Sacramento and
Marysvllle to Oroville; where it
turns up the Feather River can-

yon. Thus it follows the historic
trail of the gold hunters.

One of the amazing things about
the gold miners is the speed with
which they spread over Northern
California after the discovery. It
was in midwinter of 1848 that
Invmo mTafctioll 1fcrtrlnr Hitfh
for Captain John Sutter at day
laborer wages, leaned on his shov-

el one day to rest his aching back.
While so engaged, his eye fell on
a pebble that glinted dully In the
California sunshine.

He picked it up. It was GOLD.
That was on the 24th day of Jan-
uary. By the Fourth of July, Gen-
eral John Bidwell had discovered
gold halfway up the Feather river

(Continued on page 4)

"SELL THEM TICKETS" 'says
Danca, to committeemen Gut

Buz Larkin (canter) chairman of the Shrine Crippled Children's
Vlahot, (left) and Ernest Gienqer (right),

ShrinersWindshield Dusters Hit
Seattle Area; Baffledi

Ahead With

1

and maybe there isn't enough time
for it."

However, Chairman Ferguson
of the Senate Republican

Policy Committee and Chairman
Wiley ot the Senate For
eign Relations Committee praised
the results of Dulles' mission,

"This may be the answer to bur
troubles to the Pacific," Wiley
said.
, Br ltstn' opposition labor party

split Wide open over possible Brit--
sm participation. r AneUrlri Bevan,
fiery leader of the faction's: left
wing, quit the party's high com
mand group because Its moderate
leadership had not opposed the
project. British observers figured
most of his followers would Join
him in Uie revolt against former
Prime Minister Clement Attlee,
the party's leader,

In France, already almost over
it's head in the Indochina war.
the proposed alliance seemed like
ly to stir little heavy opposition
except from tne communists.

Indian newspaper bitterly criti
cised the pro
posal as a blow to any chances of
progress at the Geneva conference.

The three foreign secretaries en
vision that Australia, New Zealand,
Thailand, the Philippines and the
three Associated States of Indo
china would join them In the pro-
jected

'alliance.
Thailand already has announced

she is willing. Australia and New
Zealand said immediately they
would be glad to discuss a
pact. France presumably could

participation of the Indochl-nes- e

states.
The 10th candidate the

Philippines, is still studying the
proposal. , , i

PARIS Wl Secretary of State
Dulles flew home today with plans
to push ahead rapidly on his plan
zor a 10 - nation defense wall
against Communist expansion In
Indochina and the rest ot South-
east. Asia.'

American sources in Paris eon- -

ceded formal negotiations probab
ly couitr not get under .way before
Uie Geneva conference on Korea
and Indochina - meets April 34,
State Department aides in Wash
ington said "working - parties'
would be set uo . within .a few

Idaya'. to har specific stops' to
ward forming tne united front.

Dulles was reported anxious to
get talks on the Pacific pact start
ed as soon as possible to help coun
ter any expansionist ambitions the
Russians and Communist Chinese
might bring to Geneva.

The Americans aimed for con
crete progress toward an alliance
before the Geneva talks get around
to zndocmna, perhaps several
weeks after the - conference open-
ing.- ,

The American secretarv'a atrree.... ..mem wim .British Foreign Secre
tary Eden and French Foreign
Minister Bldault to "examine the
possibility" of a NATO - type alli
ance for the Pacifio produced
rumblings as well as praise around
the globe.

The Eisenhower administration's
leader in the U. 8. Senate, Sen.
Knowland told the upper
chamber In Washington that if Na-
tionalist China and South. Korea
were left out, "you have a paper
pact and not an effective alliance."

Several Democratic senators al-

so challenged the administration's
Pacifio policy. Sen, Mansfield

said the "examination"
Dulles, Eden and Bldault had an-

nounced "might take a long time

Seek Vandals
Wednesday night was a sand of
the consistency ordinarily used to

It does not break
glass but sears' and pits wind-

shields. , - ...

BB pellets, apparently fired by
a pressure device, white rock and
even slivers of steel were reported
earlier in the week in attacks at
Anacortes, Sedro Woolley, Mount
Vernon and Oak Harbor.

The many theories advanced as
to the origin of the attacks includ
ed one by Island County Sheriff
Tom Clark that the peppering
was the result of radioactivity re
leased by the recent blast
in the Pacific.

The Whidbey Island investiga-
tion exploded that theory, how
ever. Comdr. R. R. Hedrlck, act-

ing base, captain, said a Gelger
counter was used to test damaged
windshields and persons who had
touched the windshields. All were
tree of radioactivity, he said.
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Ex Chiefs

To Appear
On Monday

WASHINGTON Wl The Senate
Banking Committee Thursday set
publio hearings for Monday on
multi-millio-n dollar housing scan-
dals.

Chairman Capehart said
the first witness would be Albert
M. Cole, federal housing chief;
T. O. Hollyday, resigned head of
the Federal Housing Administra-
tion; and Clyde L. Powell, assist-
ant FHA commissioner.

The Banking Committee thus
moved in ahead-o- f Sen. Byrd ).

chairman of the Senate- -
House committee on reduction of
nonessential expenditure. Byrd
already had ' summoned Cole to
appear before his group next Tiles-da-

Shortly after Capehart's an
nouncement, Byrd said his first
witness Tuesday morning would be
T. Coleman Andrews, chief Af the
Bureau ot Internal Revenue.

The Washington . Kvenlna-- ' Star
said Hollyday, Baltimore banker
who was eased from the FHA post
Monday on grounds he "did not
act" against home repair racket-
eers, was praised by his boss in
January for the "straight-forwar- d

way" he was handling the prob
lem.

Hollyday's resignation was an-
nounced by the White House Mon
day. Later, Cole said the resigns.
uon was requested because Holly
day '"was aware" of abuses under
Title I loans and "he did not act."

Tne Senate Bankinsr Committee
is considering President Elsenhow
er's newi hansirur 'leaislatlon. and

paineiie; io4l.
! , (Eanyrsiory on page 16)
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Split Okay
PORTLAND Wl Portland Gen

eral Electric stockholders approved
a split at their annual
meeting here Wednesday.

Authorised shares were increased
from 2 1,4 to 5 million shares, with
par reduced from 15 to 17.50 a
share. Thomas W. Delzell, board
chairman, explained this would
keep capital Investment the same,
and would not amount to a stock
dividend.

He said the action should radii.
tate the raising of equity capital
in uie suture.

The company reported net
income for 1053 was $3,821,464, or
$2.55 a share, compared with $3,.
716,861, or S2.48 a share In 1952.
The company reported 18,932,593
spent on construction in 1953, and
said S10.250.000 would be spent to
meet growing demand In 1954.

Directors were reelected.

Lake Lodge To

Open May. 1

Mr. and Mrs, Fred Stevens, new
owners of Harrlman Lodge west
side of the Upper Klamath Lake
have arrived from Medford to pre-
pare for the opening of the lodge
May 1. Theyere accompanied by
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Pitts, Rogue
River Valley fruit growers who will
be associated with Mr. and Mrs.
Stevens in operation of the property
at a later date.

The new owners are building a
frame structure for use as a res-
taurant. New boats and motors will
be available and a ground improve-
ment program is under way.

Mrs. Stevens has been appointed
acting postmaster to succeed Mrs.
Gus Johnson.

Stevens has been manager of the
Central Pobit Lumber Co.

The lodge property was pur-
chased from the late Gus Johnson.

Paul Brattain
Death Learned

PAISLEY Word was received
herevtoday of the death late Wed-

nesday,- April 14 of Paul J, Brat-
tain Bt one of the early cattle-
men and ranchers of the Paisley
area. He was 84 years old.

Mr. Brattain was taken to St.
Helen's, California, about three
weeks sgo for major surgery from
which he failed to rally. He was
a victim of cancer.

Six children, Including the two
sons, Paul Brattain Jr. and Thom-
as, who run the home ranch, sur-

vive him.
The body is being returned to

Paisley for burial la the family
plot.

Police
SEATTLE W Baffled Seattle

police and victimized car owners
blamed vandals but talked half
seriously of frying saucers ''and
men from Mars Thursday after
their first encounters with the
mystery windshield-sniper- s of
Northwest Washington.

Seattle had its baptismal
Wednesday night as the wave of
vandalism, which started late last
month in Bellingham, continued to
spread southward. .

More than 100 cars, including po
lice autos parked in front of a
North End precinct station, were
damaged in the Initial assault
Wedne.-da- evening. Late Wednes-
day night there were scattered

damage in the downtown
uusiness section. ....

Earlier in the day. Marines at
the Whidbey Island Naval Air Sta
tion at Oak Harbor made an in-

tensive five-ho- search of the
base, stopping every automobile.
But the only trace of the vandals
was their trademark s ontowindshields.

Mount Vernon, which bad .its
first dose of windshield-pepperin- g

Monday night reported a new at-

tack late Wednesday,
And State Patrol investigators

said the last report from there
and the first from Seattle's North
End were far enough apart for
the culprits to have reached Se-

attle.
Seattle Police Cant. Prank Ra.

mond said the material used here!

Dance To

Aiuuiiiurctt
The annual crippled children

Bnnne jtiospiwi nenent aance, win
be held at the Klamath Falls
Armory, Saturday night May 1.

Under the direction of Buz Lar
kin, dance committee chairman,
tickets are being distributed to
club members for sale to the pub-
lic.

This affair, due to its Worthy
cause, is expected to jam-pac- k

the Armory with dancers who will
bear the music of Baldy Evans
and his orchestra,,, -

All funds, after music and hall
expenses have been paid, will be
turned over to the Shriners Hos
pital for Crippled Children in Port-
land, Larkin stated.

As in past years, the Klamath
Shrine Club will sponsor Uie dance.
This club enjoys the honor of
lending more support per capita
to the Portland hospital than any
other Shrine Club in the state
and was the first club in Oregon
to support the hospital with an
ail-o- benefit program.

More than 200 Klamath Basin
children, some almost hopelessly
crippled, have been treated in the
Shrine Hospital since the late
20's. Many of these children are

now leading a normal life, thanks
to the services of many of the
Northwest's finest surgeons who
donate their time at regular inter-
vals to the hospital.

Any crippled child under the
age of 14, regardless of race, color
or creed, whose parents or guar-
dians cannot afford to pay for
hospital care and skilled surgical
attention are welcome at the
Shrine Hospital. '

Serving with Larkin on the com-

mittee are: Ous Vlahos, L y 1 e
Kellstrom, Ernie Glenger, Wes
Ouderian. Mervyn Wilde, Keith
O'Hair and Carl Coulson Jr.

Search For Lost
Plane Called Off

SEATTLE vn Organisedsearch for the plsne in which Mr.
and Mrs. Eric Coles disappeared
Monday has been suspended.

Charles Chester, director of the
Washington State Aeronautics
Commission, said absence of any
further clues to the whereabouts
of Coles, vice president of Canad-
ian Westinghouse, and hie wife
made further search futile.

He said any new leads which
might develop will be investigated.

Weather:
WEATHER Klamath Falls and

vicinity: Fair throejrh Friday.
High Friday W, Low tonight V).

High yesterday
Low last night
Precipitation last U hours
Since Oil. 1 , ....n.S7
Same period last year 11.86
Normal for period
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MRS. ED GEARY AND MRS. ADDIE MAE NIXON give a final check to a gift ef money mads
by the local League ef Women Voteri to the Carrie Chapman Cart Memorial Fund in mem-

ory of the late Mn. Twyla Farguion. Mrs. Geary, member ef the League, was alio a dote
friend of the deceased member, who was for many years active in the League.' Mrs. Nixon,
city librarian, it accepting contributions to this memorial in memory of Mrt. Ferguson. At the
time of her death, Mrs. Ferguson was vice president of the local isague, and a past director
of the state board. The Carrie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund Inc., was created by the League
of Women Voters internationally to honor the memory of the founder of the League. The
furd was established in 1947 to extend to citizens hers and abroad a fuller understanding of
citizen's responsibility sad role III relation 1 government.

LUTHERAN MINISTERS in Klamath Falls have planned joint Eattar tunrite tervicei to be held
at 6i30 a.m. Eattar Sanday, April 18, at the Shasta Drive-I- n Theater. The ministers, left to
right, the Rev. Kent Spaulding, Klamath Lutheran Church; the Rev. John Recher, Hope Luth.
eran Church; the Rev. Richard Graaf, Zion Lutheran Church, have invited Dr. Charles B.
Foelsch, president of Pacifio Lutheran Seminary at Berkeley, California, to be guest speaker.
.The public is Invited.
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