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Better Precautions To Be
Used In New HBomb Tests

By ELTON C. FAY
AP Milliary Affalrs Reporier

WASHINGTON (F—American nu-
clear weaponeers, WwWhess predie-
tions: about the runaway H-bomb
fired at Blkinl missed the mark by
millions of tons of foree, propose
to go ahead with their schedule for
more and mightier binsis this
spring.

For those tests of the spring
series which are thermonuclear, or
involving | hydrogen bombs, they
will rely on two things:

1. An'cnlarged danger aren and
improved warning system.

2, A belter estimate of the force
to be unieashed subseguent
H-bomb bests.

On the basls of comparisons
made by atomic authorities in
Ccongress,” the March 1 {hermop-
ruclear explosion appears to have
been upwards of 14 megalons—
energy cquivalent to that produced
in the explosion of 14 milllons tons
of TNT. (The old atomic bomb
dropped on  Hiroshima had on
energy release of 20,000 tons, or
20 klloions.)

Using Information gailned from
the first, exploratory test of a hy.
drogen device in the fall of 1852
and adding to It new and Intricate
computstions from luboratory stud-
{es, the wWeaponeers made an inl-
tinl forecast for the March 1 weap-
on which was substantinlly less
than half the force eventually
attnlned, Thiz first estimsie was
revised upward belfore the lesi
shot, it is understood. But even
the revised estimate fell several
milllon tons below the power sclen-
tlats now belleve was loosed in the
explosion,

IKE STATEMENT

President Eisenhower, In an
understatement, sald Wednesday
something must have happenid
that we never experienced befcre,
and must have surprised and
mstonished the scientists.

What happened?

FProbably not even the nuclear
scientists who devised the weapon
and  supervised Its tests know
many of the answers yet nor will
they until careful analysis of such
recordings as could be made of
the explosion are worked out on
rabot computing mechines. A
multitude of data, including such
thifigs as study of the intensily and
coloration of .light in the explosion
as measured against milllonth.
second timing, must be scrutl
nised.
Then, tuo, it seems probable that
the scientists will take another look
&t the fusionable material used in
the weapoh and its triggering de-
viee before they predict the power
of the next thermonuclear bomb.

The disconcerting and embar-

rnssing thing '‘aboul the March 1|
thermonuclear tests was not the |

terrific blast (there has been no
evidence that anyone was injured
of killed by the explosion which
got out of hand) but the erratic

Cleaning Men ©
Plan Convention

For the first time in five years
the annusl conveniion of the Ore-
gon Stale Dry Cleaners Associa-
tion will be held in Portland, =me-
cording lo. an announcement just
releaseq by Jack Blacey ol
Slacey's Cleaners & Dyers, Port-
land, secrelary of the siale-wide
organizallon.

According to Stacey, the Colum-
bia Athletic Club will be the scene
of the conelave ot May 7 and 8,
1054. This decision was reached
at the mid-Winter meeling of the
Board of Directors of the AEsOs
ciation, heid recently in Portland,

Industry leaders have indicated
that the Oregon Association is the
largest in percentage terms, of
any other stale in the natlop, As
such it wil command the atlen-
tion of allied businesses and lead-
ers from throughoui the couniry
who will attend and present im-
portant sales findings, sald Stacey.

Association director for this
immediate area Iz Marlon Orant,
Superior Troy Cleaners, Klamath
Falls, Oregon, He (s one of len
directors nt lnrge for the stale as-
sociaton which Is headed this year
by Lee Fuollington, Mocel Clean-
ers, Poriland, Oregon.
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and far-flung atomic clow
Taced ottward from the “:mth g
Ih:‘ louched with radionctive ash
CTew ©f Lhe Japanese {
craft Lucky Draac?n- um
Diles east of Bikini, supposedly
Upwind from the exploston.
There were feporis that Japas
Rese  fishing boats hundreds of
niles b the west had been dusted
with atomic . matter, In Japan,
there were clalms that a fallut
Iram the westward drifting frag-
3&1&1 o; melchud had left traces
e homeland of Nippon .
bave been published nrg?uh‘?hﬂ;
gt,m:a?ar:: have watched to see how
vie Ussia's propagandls
would use Lhe mcldenri.up § -
American radiologlsts; on' the
basis of reports recelved so far,
belleve no fatal or eritical injury
has occurred either to the Japa-
nese caught under the driljing
cloud nor to Americans and na-
ives of the Marshall Islands who
alm were within Its reach, .
The Atomic Energy Commission
aunounced March 11 that 28 Amer-
loans and 236 residents of the
Marshall Islands were exposed to
radiation on an atoll to which they
had been taken as a precaution
before the March 1 test. The come
mission sald none were burned
and ''all are reported well."
(NAVY ANNOUNCEMENT
Last Tuesday night the Navy
announced st Pear]l Harbor. Ha-
wall, that the 4,200-ton naval tank-
er Palpsco recelved *'slight and
not dangerous contamination"
from fallout of the alomle cloud
bul “no apparent Injury o crew-
men exists."
On Wednesday, the American
Embassy in Tokyo handed to Japa-
nese officials o statement which
sald that after a reatudy,’ the
dunger area from which shipping
is excluded during tests has been
expanded. That expansion seis s
| downwind radius of 460 miles, sup-
erimposing it on the former small-
er zone, which was about 150 by
200 mlles, The embassy seld the
test task force also has “‘greatly
Increased the scope and Intensity
of its elnborate and continuous sur.
vey ol the danger area” by planes
lo make cartaln no vessels stray
into the zone and that smple wam-
Ing will be provided.
All of this made it quite appar-
ent the Unlited States, unlexs new
and presently unforeseen Iactors
emerge, Intends to push forward

with mtommic wespon experiments+

At the Enfweiok-Blkini proving
ground.
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THE ESCONDIDO INN at Olens was waating a frin

‘- of iciclos whon this pleture was ok
en many, many years ago. In its heyday it was one of the main atege steps and freight line
points along the east road. It has since been remedsled inte a m

Mﬂu " effort has been
in Medford to galn the res
n unwu'
ford préss co t, who was
taken wilh (wo other men
al. Oommunists In Mareh,

Sraing 16 & ks fved
LY r recel

this week )
gate, Medford, mother uf the war
cotrespondent, Dick's high school
friends’ have ntarted a letier

roup WorksTo Free App

wriling campalgn, to be addressed
to E. J. Madlll, assistant director
of the office of protective services,
in the state department. The let
ters have been put in stores, banks.
holels, lumber mills, packing Hous-
rjl. and churches of all denomina.’
ons,

E. O, Ferguson managing edl-
tor of the Medford Mall Tribune,|
has expressed the hope that the
plan will spread o other paris of
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POPE RECOVERING
VATICAN CITY (f — Pope Plus,
recovering from long illness took

the third consecutive day,

sn aulomobile ride and walk. in
the Vatican Cardens Friday . for

r
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