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ALONG NATURE'S TRAIL

by KEN McLEOD

By DAN E. CLARK
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Today's question: What was the
tragedy of the "Meek

It has been estimated that In 1846

about 3.000 new settlers migrated
to the Oregon country. They did not
travel in one party, but In several
smaller groups, and most of them
followed the familiar route of the
Oregon Trial to the Columbia Riv-

er, At the Malheur River, however,
one group of about 200 famlies was
met by Stephen H. L. Meek, a
brother of the more famous Joseph
L. Meek. He bad trapped in the
John Day River region and had
learned of a trail across the Cas-

cades of the upper Willamette Val-

ley. Confident that he could find
this trail he convinced the party of
Immigrants that he could lead
them to their destination by an
easier route that would save them
200 miles of travel.

Unfortunately, Meek's confidence
was not justified by- the results.. At
first, while following the Malheur
River, everything went well. Then,
for some reason, they turned to the
southward Into a rocky, barren reg-
ion, where the guide became
hopelessly lost. For days no water
could be found, although parties
searched widely, but in vain. Often
the only water to be found was alJAMES MARLOW

had never touched s more import
ant tool than a nail file make a

presentable ash tray out of a

square of discarded copper roofing,
all sympathy for helpless house-
holders fled from ,me.
' What manacled masculine hands

need Is ft persuader; which con-

ceivably might be a wife who has
to do her own tinkering, else hire
a plumber or electrician every
time a faucet leaks or a light cord
shorts. The woods are full of hand-
cuffed gentry who shy away from
a tool as they would ft pestilence.

The persuader Idea is an old one
to occupational therapists. Maybe
you've thought that the workshops
found in modern hospitals are Just,

diversions for shut-in-

They have ft more important
purpose.

This muse is another
of that arm I broke a while back.
To get the wrist and flngois Um-

bered I bought the traditional rub-

ber ball. It became constant
pocket companion to squeeze.

By occupational therapy stand-
ards what I needed was a cow
to milk. Because the theory is that
true progress depends larely upon
doing purposeful things with the
afflicted member. Though I know
how to milk, I had no' cow; so I
squeezed and squeezed the rubber!
ball.

Mostly I was just wearing out
the ball. I complained about it and
was directed to a room where nice
old ladies were weaving cloth, rol-

ling out putty pancakes making
bookmarks and such.
- I like nice old ladles and-the-

were tools there for nice old men;
even for ft like me
who had been weeks getting where
he could hold a glass In his left
hand. That proud achievement
prompted Fanny to observe, "of
course that would be the first thing
you'd accomplish." Not. being an
Elk, she has no idea of the Im-

portance of the left hand.
Well, anyway, I was impressed

with the need to do something be-

sides squeeze a ball. My advisers
were sore that I didn't Join the
nice old ladies. Instead I just threw
away the ball and put my pamper-
ed hand to work, like nothing had
happened to it.

The squeezing business stopped,
although there were cv.te numbers
around the place (In white uni-

forms) worth squeezing.
As soon as I got rid of the ball

I found myself unconsciously doing
all manner of things with my both-
ering wing that had seemed im-

possible. Proving that man is the
softest of animals.

In ft week I had almost forgot-
ten the misfortune which once
haunted me as perhaps a per-
manent disability, and Fanny was
reminding me that I was two
behind on her orders In my own
occupational therapeutic workshop.
Goaded by her, I began to pursue
Irksome household chores with
more test than ever,

The worthwhile lessor. 'gained'
from this temporary separation
from handicraft is that never again
can anybody make me think that
they "Just can't do anything with
their hands." I'm convinced that
anybody can, even under severe
handicaps.

It's just the will to do. and the
patience. There's nothing to using
ft nammer, saw or wrench neyond
determination to do so. No master-
piece may result, but satisfaction.
saving, ana a new selfconfldence
await. - ,

The persuader needn't be a brok-
en arm or a rubber ball.. A persis-
tent wife, standing bv with ft broom
stick, might help. By smothering
the whines and whimpers of a
tenderfoot ready to give up.

So, in my book, "occupational
therapy" assumed a new and more
important stature. It isn't Just a
gimmick to take one's mind off
his troubles It's ft spur to make
him lick 'em.

new

HOW IWfc UJr" TAKEW
. uh iu i

the senator was "abusive."
Stevens, after his session with

McCarthy, not only agreed to give
the names of all those connected
with the Peress case but let Mc-

Carthy call them for questioning,
And he said McCarthy could ques-
tion the generals too. Stevens said
he's "confident" now officers will
not be "abused."

Before it can be established
whether this was a surrender or a
truce, this question must be an-

swered: Will McCarthy pursue this
investigation and call the witnesses

will he let the Army make its
own investigation and, perhaps,
give the public' a report?

It's possible the Eisenhower ad-

ministration, which has had sev-
eral bouts with McCarthy in the
past year, may have decided to
have it out with him once for all

this case and then suddenly
changed Its mind for strategic rea-
sons.

Several months ago, in discus-
sing foreign affairs. Secretary of
State Dulles said that. If war came,
the Eisenhower administration
would choose its own battleground.

this dispute with McCarthy the
Army nad no choice of battle-
ground. McCarthy chose It.

These are the facts as given by
the Pentagon itself;. Peress was
commissioned a captain in October
lmz ana a lew days later refused

answer the questions on sub-
versive organizations. Neverthe-
less, two months later he was
colled to active duty. In October
1993 he was made a major. On
Dec. 30, 1953, Stevens said,' the
Army decided, to let him out be-
cause! of an investigation It had
mude of him.' On Jan. 18, 1954,
tho Army told him he must leave
by Arpij. On Jan. 30 McCarthy
called him for questioning. --The4
dentist refused, citing the Fifth
Amendment, to answer questions.
Two days later he asked for and
got an honorable discharge.

McCarthy wants to know why it
took the Army so long to make up

mind about Peress. Stevens al-

ready has acknowledged there
were soft spots in the Army's
handling of a case like this.

Holdup Man Added
To Wanted List

WASHINGTON T Charles
Falzone, 40, described by the FBI

a "cool criminal" noted for
thorough planning of robberies,
Wednesday was put on the bu-
reau's list of "10 Most Wanted
Fugitives."

Falzone, many times in prison
for holdups. Is currently sought

connection with theft of the
$6,000 payroll of ft Tonawanda,
N.Y., boat company while work-
ing for the concern in 1947.

On the "Most Wanted" list, he
replaces A pec Chapman, wanted
for double murder In Cleveland,
O.. who was picked up at Silver
Springs, Md Feb. 10.

luuiQui c uuu Hiuwsb exhausted
Meck'a life was threatened by the
angry Immigrants. He had to hide
In the wagon of Samuel Hancock
who was wise enough to realize
that Meek was the only one In the
part who knew anything about the
country. Meek finally got away and
after several days he returned with
the very welcome news that he had
found the headwaters of the Des-
chutes River. This meant water
and there was great rejoicing in'
the party.

This did not mean that the hard-- '
ships of the travelers were over
however, for the trip along the Desi
chutes River was attended with
great difficulty, especially in the
deep canyon section. Fortunately
news of their plight, reached The
Dalles and a rescue party was sent
out with food and other assistance.
Finally, the' weary and almost'
starving Immigrants reached. The
Dalles. Twenty persons had died on
the way and many more after The
Dalles was reached. Some ac
counts place as high as seventy-fiv- e

the number of deaths that resulted
from this tragic attempt to find
short-cu- t to the Willamette Valley.
. Clip and paste In your, history
scrapbook. (It you have a question
you would like answered on Oregon
or Northwest history, mall it to Dan
E. Clark, care of this newspaper.)
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Itself clear. He believes there Is
now less likelihood of misunde-
rstanding, of stumbling accidental,
ly into war through ignorance.

A strictly secondary aspect ol
the session was the agreement to
meet at Geneva, Switzerland, en
April 26 in a Far Eastern confer-
ence to be attended by Red China,
North Korea and other belligerents
of the Korean war.

This was a mere procedural ac-

complishment, but it did get the
West and the Communists past hur-
dles they were unable to surmount
at Panmunjom, Both sides made
certain concessions to achieve this
result, but that affords no assur-
ance that Geneva will, succeed
where Berlin failed.

So long as there is even the re-

motest hope thtt Korea might ba
unified and peace brought to Indo-

china, a Far Eastern conference
is In order. And, at the very least,
the West will learn whether Com-
munist strategy is1 as unalterably
rigid in Asia as Berlin showed
it to be in Europe. ...

SENTENCED"1'
VIENNA liP Sentences tip to

life imprisonment have been hand-

ed out recently to members of four

groups of terrorists and criminals
in Czechoslovakia, Prague radio
said Wednesday. It reported de-

fendants "waited for armed inter-
vention from abroad and the de-

struction of the peoples democra-
tic order In Czechoslovakia.?,. . '

QUICKIES ; By Ken Reynolds
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BRUCE
The Western powers and Russia

went to Berlin to. negotiate about
Germany and Austria, and In those
fields nothing was accomplished.
In that sense, the conference was
a failure.

But the West never seriously ex-

pected- action on Germany and
Austria. What it really went to Ber-

lin to find out was whether the
many surface signs of ft change in
Soviet attitudes had any basis In
fact.

Foreign Minister Molotov gave
them ft clear answer, and It was
no. Whatever alterations have oc-

curred since Stalin's death In the
Russian mood and tactic, the fun-

damental Kremlin strategy Is un-

changed.
We understand thoroughly now

that the Soviet Union, for all Its
talk, does not intend to do any-

thing to ease world tension gener-
ally or to settle specific problems
in Europe. The Kremlin Is bent on
holding every Inch of soil it pres-
ently dominates, from Bulgaria
northward to East Germany.

The only terms on which It would
agree to take the Red Army out of
Germany and Austria are those
which would insure that those coun-

tries would thereafter be political
puppets of the Soviet Union with
the Red Army standing not far off.

Such an Insistence is totally in-

consistent with any professions of
peaceful purpose. It Is consistent'
only with the- - obviously1' unaltered
Russian strategy which' calls' lor
world domination. I

But if we learned this hard les-
son at Berlin, the Russians learned
something, too. They heard once
again that the West, its deep yearn-
ing for real peace and order not-

withstanding, has not the slightest
intention of falling Into any Soviet
trap. Britain, France and the Unit
ed States are no less determined
than Moscow that it shall be "thus
'far and no farther."

So what the Berlin meeting did.
in essence, was to reinforce the'
status quo, to make more rigid, if
that is possible, the hard lines of
demarcation between East and
West.

For those who may have hoped
for real accomplishment, this out-

come is discouraging. But for
those, including the Western par
ticipants, who saw the meeting as
a testing place of attitudes, it was
not ft total loss. As Secretary of
State Dulles said, each side made
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need a dollar. I had all that I
could use; what use, then, had I
for more?

"I could only point it out to my
countrymen, and that meant toil
and strife, privation and endurance
for them: lor the Indians it meant
annihilation. With the constant
sense before me that it was and
Is exhausted. I have been, enabled
to let the leaves fall there, and
the moss to grow in the mine for
many years. Sometimes we have
almost to lie to ourselves to get
strength to do a simple act of Jus-

tice; nay, to even not do a de-

liberate wrong.
What after all. if my grand, old

noble pyramid of the north, white
as faith, sphinx-lik- e looking out
over the desert plains of the east,
the seas of the west, the sable
woods that environ It, should be
built on a solid base of gold

When the Modoc has led his
last warrior to battle up yonder in
his rocky fortress,- fired his last
shot, and the grass Is growing in
the last war-pat- h of those people,
then, and not till then, I may go
up where the solemn trees with
their dead limbs stand around,
making faces at something in the
center, pitch a tent there, and go
down . in the canyon with men,
and picks and shovels, and bars
of steel and Iron."

The Doctor Says
By EDWIN P. JORDAN, M, D.

Although the subject of birth
marks has been discussed many
times in this column, questions on
these skin defects keep coming In
from readers.

Mrs. D., for example, writes that
her baby has a
strawberry birthmark on his cheek.
She asks for the cause and how It
can be removed.

A strawberry birthmark
is made up of enlarged blood ves
sels which are raised above the
skin level and which are soft and
spongy. The cause of these marks
is not known, but they are present
at birth and are not considered to
be the result of anything which the
mother has. done or which has hap
pened to Her while she was carry-
ing the child.

The Question of what to do for
a strawberry birthmark is often dif-
ficult. If the mark appears on
some inconspicuous part of the
body which is generally covered by
clothes or hair, quite likely nothing
at all needs to be done.

If the strawberry mark is on
the face or some other portion of
the body which seriously inter-
feres with appearance, and If it
is not too large, it may be that
radium treatments or something
else may be successfully used,
either to destroy the mark or fade
it so much that It is less a blot
on the appearance.

There are several kinds of birth-- '
marks besides the strawberry
mark. Some of them are small.
covered with hair, or otherwise so
inconspicuous that they cause no
concern. Many of them are made
up of blood vessels, however, and
besides the strawberry mark there
Is one called the port wine mark
In which the blood vessels are level
with the surface of the skin, but
have a dark, purplish color.

Another common variety of birth
mark made up of blood vessels Is
irregularly shaped and slightly
raised. It is called a spider nevus,
because the blood vessels at the
center look like a solder's bodv
while the smaller ones passing out- -

wara resemoie Its legs.
The proper treatment for a birth-mar- k

depends on the location, the
sire, and the particular variety of
the defect. What should or should
not be done for a particular birth-
mark is best decided by a physi-
cian who is thoroughly familiar
wllh all the factors Involved. It Is
often possible to cover them with
a kind of cream which looks like
the normal skin. If this seems best
the physician can tell where it may
be obtained.

OUT
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WASHINGTON Wl No matter
who won the skirmish between
Sen. McCarthy and the
Eisenhower administration's secre-
tary of the Army, Robert T. Stev-

ens, the Republicans as a party
were bound to lose if the fighting
became a public, televised clash.

The Republicans had cam-
paigned in 1952 on a promise to
get Communists out of the govern-
ment. And McCarthy was demand-
ing Information on why it took
the Army, under Stevens, more
than a year to get rid of a major
who had refused to answer ques-
tions

or
about membership In sub-

versive organizations.
A wide-ope- n fight between Mc-

Carthy and Stevens on this point,
in an election year, might have
split the party into McCarthy Re-

publicans and Elsenhower Repub-
licans. hiThe showdown was avoided.

Stevens, who had ordered his
generals to stand back while he
handled the senator personally In
a public hearing scheduled for
today, agreed to give McCarthy
what he wanted after talking with
the senator two hours yesterday
behind closed doors in the Capitol.

In
McCarthy then called off today's
hearing.

Afterwards, Stevens was repre
sented as surprised that the out
come was considered a defeat for
him. But the general impression
was that he yielded and, in so do-

ing,

to

created a bit of a mystery.
Did he decide on his own to

back ddwn? He seemed determined
up to a minute before he saw Mc
Carthy yesterday, to go, through
with the showdown today, for
when a reporter questioned him,
he' said: "I have no comment on
anything. Tomorrow I'll have plen-
ty of comment."

Or did President Elsenhower,
who returned, to Washington just
shortly before the e

Stevens-McCarth- y meeting, tell his
Army secretary not to force an
open break with the senator? Or
did Vice president Nixon arrange
It? He was close by while Stevens its
talked with McCarthy.

Tiie White House said the Presi
dent did not set up the meeting.
Sen. Mundt ) said the idea
for the session was his not Eisen-
hower's or Nixon's.

Stevens said later he Is not a
man who surrenders. No matter
what nanie is placed on his action,
the fact is he gave McCarthy Just
what McCarthy wanted: as

l. McCarthy wanted the names
of the Army people who handled
the case of Maj. Irving Peress, a

ew York dentist, who received
an honorable discharge this month
after refusing, 14 months before,
to answer questions about mem-
bership

in
In subversive organiza

tions.
2. McCarthy wanted to questiontwo generals who had had some

part, even though remote, in hand-
ling Peress' case. Stevens had
told the generals not to appear
before McCarthy because, he said,
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The story of the Lost Cabin Mine
recorded by Joaquin Miller was ol
course a bit of fanciful prose since
h eabln If there ever was

cabin was lound and lost beloro
Joaquin came to the Mount Bnasta
country. He heard the story in the
mmlnir camos and about the camp
fire, when Mountain Joe and he-- :

mm out together in the wlldwood.
Colossal liar I have heard him

.'.' charged I wonderl Joaquin
never claimed to be a historian,
he wrote because that inner urge
within him was greater to oe a
writer than a iudne. He wrote
with th naivete of the boy of six-

teen who dreamed of being with
' the interesting happenings of his
day, should we condemn him for
this7 What youtn nas not areamca
of being, with King Arthur! Buf-

falo Bill I Buck Rogers?
Joaquin's basic story of the Lost

Cabin,- - discounting his participa-
tion, has a ring of truth for after
all many a miner's caoin ana a
pocket of gold has become legend
as a bonanza; many could have
become famous lost mines II sur
rounding conditions were proper
and presented to the public In a

mysterious fashion, and, perhaps
to cover ud the true source trom
which the gold came. Perhaps the
Lost Cabin was merely a pocket
after all; but then, if it stemmed
from the imagination of Mountain
Joe the adventurer it may
have started from gold from

section of country altogether.
If you .follow lost mine stories

back to their source you will al-

ways find some factual Incident in
which gold played a major part,
lost mines generally do not start
their being without some substance
of fact. In the basio thread of the
Lost Cabin Mine story, Joaquin
tells us how It started and the
eventual fate of the cabin. It Is

most Interesting that while he
writes of his participation he does
sot make the discovery.

Of course, any cabin's history
would be suitable, and many have
been burned by Indians. Joaquin
has given us many a chuckle,
when the chief decides to burn the
cabin Joaquin becomes melodra-
matic; "What care I for the cablnl

, And so .i

,,
' "we went down, we burned the
cabin to the ground. We did not
leave even pine board, and after
the embers had cooiea ana a rain
had settled the ashes, we dug up
the soil and scattered seeds of
reeds and grass on the spot. The
(tumps, chips, log, everything was
burned that bore the mark of the
white man's axe.

"A year or two afterwards I pas-
sed there, and all was wild and
overgrown with grass, the ' same
as if no man had ever sat down
and rested there below the boURhs.
- "Some pines that stood too close
to the burning cabin had yellow
branches at one side, and where
the bark had burned on that side
they were gnarled and seared, and
stood there parched up and ugly,
In circle, as If making faces at
tome invisible object in their midst.

"That Is all there is really of
the lost cabin, which once created
auch a commotion in northern Cal-

ifornia, ,

"Men came, less numerous of
course, each season, year after
year, looking for the lost cabin, for
It was pleasant to come up from
the hot plains of the Sacramento,
and up from the cities on the sea,
and camp here by the cool streams,
and travel under the great trees

way from even hint of the sun;
but they never found so much as a
trace of the lost cabin, and at lust
gave it up as ft myth not unlike
Gold Lake, oold Beach, and the
Lost Dutchman of the earliest days
of the Pacific excitements.

"I did not return to the mine
because, in the first place, I be-
lieved that it was only a treacher-
ous pocket that had nothing more
to give but promises . . . What
should I do with the gold, even If
1 found a mountain of it? My
warns were lew ana simple. Ex
cept to make Journeys, 1 did not

1 yVUr

Sam Dawson
NEW YORK Wl Those who

believe that February will be the
low point in the recession have
some signs to point to today

- The first pickup In ordering
noted In weeks or months Is re-

ported by some industries such as
textiles. Better volume of retail
buying is noted here and there.
The number of those out of work
still grows, but the rate of in-

crease slackens for the first time
in weeks.

You have to look hard to find
these things among the welter of
depressing statistics and in some
cases businessmen just say they
can "sense a change for the bet-

ter" in their customers' attitudes.
But here are some of the signs
reported today:

New .York City show officials
report that both attendance and
buying are setting a record so far
this week. More than 1.000 buyers
have checked In to look at the
1,400 lines shown by 515 exhibitors.
Officials say that ordering has
been substantial, which they at-

tribute to generally low Inventories
in most stores.

The bellweather steel Industry
reports somewhat along the same
lilies. The first upturn In steel or-

dering even If trifling so far is
reported by a number of mills.
Steelmen say their customers are
at last giving signs of having used
up their inventories and being
ready to start over again..

The auto Industry, although
plagued by heavy inventories In
dealers' hands, says that ordering
of new cars so far In February
has been markedly higheri The
big three auto makers are plan-
ning on a stepup in production
soon to meet what they Insist will
be a good season of consumer buy-
ing to --start in a month or so.

Some textile mills are reporting
the first increase in ordering in
some lines In many weeks. Ex-

amples: Carded cotton yarn and
cotton ducks. And diaper manu-
facturers say that orders have In-
creased week by week this month
to the point they're even wonder-
ing If the prices couldn't be raised.

1st Not'l To Sell '
Additional Stock.

PORTLAND Ml Sale-o- f 400,-- J

ooo additional shares of. stock was
authorized Tuesday by stockhold
ers of the First. National Bank.

C. "B. Stephenson, president of
the firm, said the sale would pro-
vide a 16 million dollar increase
in the bank's capital funds. The
money is needed for expansion, he
aid.

FOREIGN AID
MANILA wi Harold Stassen,

director of the U.S. Foreign Opera
tions Administration, Monday
promised the Philippines Ameri-
can help in meeting its economic
problems and In fighting commu-
nism. ?
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LAUNDROMAT Completely eutom.tic!
Full tiiel ectionl It's low pricedl
It'i loaded with feetures that make wsih-da- y

completely automatic and aiturei clean-

er, whiter clothei.

CLOTHES DRYER Slanting front! Fully
automatic! Fatter drying! It ends heavy
lifting, tiring hanging ... all the hard work
of line drying, and dry your clothet at yu
want them . . . completely dry or damp dry,
automatically!

'Vj) Fryers
Rih CfasJr c ,22, COc
VIZ - .

ir Completely Automatic

A- Full Six

Action ,

ClOTHfS Mm
'

Slanting Front

k Completely Automatic

FaetorDrytnr'

KIRKPATRICK'S

Pork Roasts Leon,

Meaty

Feed Let

BeefRound Steaks
?ft.l . J

Freih Daily Seasoned : SaAkSid APPLIANCESSausag 3 " ?1
Just Riqht

Caraef 7th and Klamatti Ph. IH
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