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Indochina War In Eighth Year; People Indifferent -

By OLEX CLEMENTS
and MAX CLOS

HANOI, Indochine  F—Every
nvight cliurch bells beckon the

Inithful i misty old Wanol, Heavy|

guns rumble on the city's out
ekirts, The devout go Lo worship,
The others — French, Germam,
Arab, Moroccan and Vietnamese
soldiers und civillans—{flock 1o the
cafes, the tea houses, the taxi
dancehalls,

The Indochina war fs In Us
elghth year and the people in
Hanol are used to i, This cily is
& center of the Prench Unlon
forces, including French colonial
soldiers, the heavily German For-
eign Leglon nnd Vietnamese troops

that ean call this lnnd thelr own. |

They fre at war with forces which

Pope Still Sick
But Rests Well

VATICAN CITY IP—Pope Plus
spent & "Ialrly good night,' Vatl-
can sources said today, bul his
general  condition still was  de-
scribed as siationary.

The Pope wis sald to have rest
ed quite well durlng the night,
Bevere attneks of hiccuping had
kept himy from sleeping and sey-
erely weokened him  during the
first weeks of his month-leng il
ness,

The pontiff, who will be 78 next
aTuesday, Is believed to be suffers
Ing from gastritls but his Inability
to refain the barium solution nec-
essary for X-ray exmination has
prevented a complete diagnosis, He
15 on'a semiliquid diet and is sble
1o leave his bed for only brief
periods,

3 Killed While
Probing Crash

NEW DELHI, India (#—An In.
dian Alrlines Douglas DC3 crashed
today during tesis to determine
the cause of & pravious erash, The
crew of three, all Indians, were
killed,

The en-pliot, K. R. Malhotra, was
the brather of tha Indian govern-
ment's inppector of accidents, Y.R.
Malhotra, who was directing the
tesfls, He !5 slso investigating a
crash at Nagpur December, in
which 14 people were killed.
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jare led by a Commuriist bul backed
By  many non-Comumunists, These
lorces are known as the Vielmioh,
|Some civilians &ay there are so
Imany Vietminh sympathizers in
|Hanol that Moscow-trained HoyChi |
{Minh would never attack the city)
—he would endanger too many of
|his friends. -

Just pow s sort of red hagel
blows down through the river
|delta and trom Communist China,
90 miles to the north, Millicps of
mosquiloes bugz in and out @l the
separate night clubs of the Arabs,
|French and the Vietnamese.

French Unlon troops patrol the
!:m:nlrsslde and fight along the
wet roads,

A thousand madlis o the south
is hot Balgon, where shops display
Paris gowns and good food
abounds, It, 100, Is under control
of the French Union forces. All
through that southern avea walch-
towers manned by four o six men
keep an eye on roads Lbal may be
mined,

The clvilian population is more
or less indifferent, Vietnamess and
Chinese carpenters work all day
building hundreds of 'new homes
and mpartments for peopley who
apparently never give s thought
to the war or to the prospect thut
artillery or planes might knock
{down some of these new bulldingy
|some day.

The Indilference o the War las
orea A gprotesque riddle for all
of theast Asin—Indochina, Mn-
layn, Burma, Thalland and Indo-
nesia, Tha indifference and wearl-
ness of the war extend to many
places In Viet Nam, nnd the asso.

claled kingdoms of Laos and
Cainbodia,
Many now belleve a military

victory by elther side is an impos-
sibllity unless far more troops and
supplies nre poured into the [ight.
They hope the Big Five conference
I Geneva In April and the confer-
erice of prime ministers of
Southern Asis in Ceylon in May
will help to solve the riddle.

Gen, Henrl Naviarre, commandey
in chief of French Unlon forces,
says:

“We have here a politico-mill-
tary war. It s only when the Viet-
namese government will have won
the npproval of the population that
n victory will be possible'

Since 1040 chlef of stale Bao Dal
has been trying to sel up & national
front without success. Probably

trolled by Bao Dal's government
are directly aiding the Vietminh
or indirectly supporfing them out
of sympathy for Ho Ohi Minh. But
only & fraction of the populstion
{s really Communist, Most are jusi
anti-French. Many are antl-Com-
mundst,

The natlonalisis, who for five
vears have been refusing to sup-
port Bao Dal effectively, give two
reasons!

1, Bap Dal has not oblained
iniependence for Vist Nam. The
ex-Emperor signed a 140 treatly
with France which gave his cotin-
try semi-independence within the
framework of the French. Unlon,
vut France refalned ac¢tual politl-
cal control

2. The oatjonalisis are critical
of the system of personal power
established by Bao Dal and of the
corruption of his regime. The 40-
year-old ‘ex-Emperor holds ali the
executive and leglalative powers.

The new government formed in
January by Prince Buu Loc per-
suaded Bao Da! to announce a
program sesking to give satisfac-
tiom to the nationalisis' aspirations.
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tionalize any French propertles
and will glve France Impiriant
economic . privileges,

Vietnamese leaders believe thal
within two or three years & will|
be possible to create a wnited
natfonalist front capable of effec-
tively opposing the Vietminh. They
question whether any peste op
armistice ought 1o be aceepted
earlies.

Meantime, there {s an Alice in
Wonderiand aspect to. the situa.
tion, The forces on both sides can-
not go anywhere militarlly because
it takes all their sirength to siay |
where Lhey are,

Taomaorrow Larry Allen describes
the way the war is foughl—nnd
the prospecis.

Scientists Find
New Elements

BERKLEY, Oalif. A—The list of
known chemlcal elements has
reached 100, Prior to the atomio
age there were only 02,

Production and chemical ldentls
floation of 100 in the atome

Buu Lot has promised gencral
elections for a national bly
“Ywithin as short a time as possl-
ble." He also has demanded total
independence frpm Franee lo be
guaranteed by the United Natlons
(and hes depounced the 1049 treaty,
The new Premier and members of
his Cabinel are (o go to France
at the end of this month to nego-
tiate a “'treaty of association to
establish & unlon betwesn two
partners equal In rights and
duties,'”

| Two factors menace the pro-
{gram. To gain Vielnamese approv-
al, Bao Dal must take & firm
attitude toward France,

But untll Viel Nam's fledgling
army Is a great deal bigger and
better tralned, French forces are
=il the only protection against the
Vietminh, and Bao Dal cannot re-
main In power without them.

He must take care to avold
risking a bad reaction from the
French publie, which seemingly
has begun to doubt that there s
any point In pushing the war
against the Vielminh. 1t ‘thinks
France !s going o be pushed out
even in case of viclory by the
nationalisis,

I Buu Log s loo adamant in
the Paris conference, the French |
may demand ean immediate end |
of the war, Foreseelng such a pos-

almost half of the 12 mllllon Viet-
namese living in the zone con-

sibility, Buy Loc has glven assur-

io resctor st Arco, Idaho, was ans
nounced yesterday by four sclen.
tists In the University of Oallfornin
radintion laboratory, the home of
much atoimle research,

Element 100, as' vel unnamed,
15 by far the heaviest koown, 254 |
Umes the weight of s hydfogen
atom, It ls more of a Bbecientilic
curlosity than anything else. It s
no good for atom bombs or alomic
power,

Japanese Police
Act In Bribe Case

TOKYO f—Police ralded the of-
fices of eight Japaneso shipping
companies oday searching for evi-
dence In connection with charges
of corruption among high govern-
ment officials, the Asghl Evening
News said,

Hecords were conflseated and
executives of two companies were
arresied on undisclosed charges.

Two members of Prime Minlster
Shigeru Yoshida's Cabinet have
been accused of nocepling & mils
lon-yen ($2,780) hbribe from ship.
ping firms which obtained rich sub- |
sidies, Other government officials |
hoyve been snccused of sntlending
lush parties sponsored by favor-

ance that Viet Nam wiil not na-

seeking shipping companies,
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