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ell's charges was that the Repub-
Ueany were “‘desperale’ because
of thelr electlon reverses in New
York and New Jersey,

The attorney general withheld
comment on Truman's talk, Other
renction rin generally along parti-
san lines,

Truman hod told newsmen earli-
er in the day he would talk to
them after his speech, but oh de-
parting from the radio-television
studio he sald, “Nothing tonight.
I might say something I
shotldn't."

At one point he lashed out with
this:

McCARTHYISM
‘It Is now evident that the
present adminlsiration has fully

embraced, for political purposes,
McCarthyism. 1 am not referring
to the senator from Wisconsin—
he is only imporiant in that his
name has taken on a dlotlonary
meaning ‘in the world.'*

As to the nctlon he tock in the
White case, he sald, It waa the
best for the nation

He sald he wanted the “Amerls
can pecple to understand that the
coursa we took protected the public
interest and securhty and; at the
same time, permitied the dntensive
FBI Investigation then in progress
lo go forward. No other course
could have served both purposes.'

He admilted sn error In a prevl-
ous statement made after Brownell
issued his charges. Then Truman
learned White was “wiong,"” he
{ired him' by allowing him to re
slgn.

"Although my recent offhand
comment concerning  his resignn-
tion was in error,” he sald Iast
nlght, “the fact Is that he was
separated from government serv-
lce promptly when the necessity
for -secrecy concerning the
wensive Investigation by the FBL
cama to an end." =

White had been nssistant secre-
tary of the Treasury. The Brownell
charges revolved around his pro-
mation {o the post of U. 5. member
of the Board of Direclors of the
Internationn]l Monetary Fund, =&
promotion Brownell sald was ap-
proved alter the White House re-
ceived allegations of disloyalty
ngninst White,

FBI REPORT
Il In describing the Whitle case,

Truman sald & lengihy FBI re-
port on “ecertain acousations
esplonage reached the
House in December 1845,

“Among the many names men-
Upned, I’ now find, was that of
Huorry Dexter White, who had been
in the, Treasury Department for

al
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many vears and who was at that
time an assistant secretary df the
Treasury,” he said.

He added that as best he can
determine an FBI report ‘'spe-
cilically discussing activilles of
Harry Dextes White was brought
to my atlention' early in February
1846, He said [v was' delivered to
him by Brig, Gen. Harry Vaughan,
“brought to my personal attentlon
by Secretary of State Byrnes.”

Truman sald he sent a copy of |

the report to White's immediate
superior, the late Fred Vinson,
then secrelary of the Treasury,
He eald he also discussed the mat-
ter with Vinson a5 well as Byrnes.

But that dlscussion, he related,
wis not until alter the Sennie had
confirmed white's promotion to the
International Monetary Pund.

“'Becretary of the Treasury Vin-
son consulted with Atly. Gen. Tom
Clark snd other government offi-
cials," Truman related. *'When the
results of these consultatlons were
reported lo me, the conclusion was
reached that the appointment
should be sllowed {o take its nor-
mal course. The final responsibil-
ity. for thls decislon ol course, was
mine. The reason for the decision
was that the charges which huad
bzen made to the FBI against Mr.
White also Involved many other
persons. _ . . It was of great im-
portance to the natlon that this
Investigntion be contlnued In or-
der to prove or dlsprove these
charges and to determine if still
other persons were {mplicated.”
ALERT FEARED

He sald any unusunl seotion in
connection with the White nppoint-
ment 'might well have alerled all
the persons inyolved to the fact that
the Investigntion was under way
and thus endanger the success of
the investigation.'

At ane point In his speech, Tru-
man said the "wild iImputations of
disloyalty which Mr. Brownell has
made" were direcled not only at
him but against Vinson.

“No man I ever knew was & more
patriotlc American," Truman sald.
adding that 1 deeply resent these
cowardly Inslnuations against one
who is dead."”

Truman made no mention by
name of J. Edgar Hoover, director
of the FBI, a fact noted by Sen.
Homer Ferguson (R-Mich). Fergu-
son aocused the former President
of letting it “leak out” before the
speech that the FE] director had
been in on the agreement to keep
Whils in the government while the
investigation continued.

But in the speech, the Michigan
senator sald, "he doesn't combine

aunty Truman Says He -
Kept White To Support

FBI Probe Of US Reds

WHoover with noy of the people he
consulted. - . , Heo.leaves that to
the Imagination.'*

Sen, Jeaner (R-Ind) chalrman
ol the Internal security committes
belore which Brownell will appear
todny, =ald the body'intended 1o

|make & compete record In ihe
|w'h|te case and “lel Congress and
| the “American people know what
| the true facts are.'

| DEMO SIDE

On the Democratic side of the
Senale, Sen, Goore (D-Tenn) said
he thought Truman had “'laid to
rest whatever doubls may bave re-
sulted from the spurious Brownell
charge.,” He sald he thought “an
apology from Mr. Brownell would
be most appropriate.’

Truman nlso poini=d out wnother
step which had been tdken, He
said it hagd originally planned to
support. White for the top mana-

.gerial position In the International
Monetary Fund—as more important
post than a director.

But Truman ssiq afler the re-
eeipt of the FBI reporl L was de-
cided that White should be limitad
o memberzhip on the Board of
Direclors.

*“With his dutles thus restriciad,”
Truman sald, “he would be sub-
ject 1o the supervision of the sec-
reinry of the Treasury, and his po-
sitlon would be less important and
much jess sensitive——if it were sen-
sillive at all—than the position then

held by him as asalstant secretary
of the Treasury.'” |

White later appesred before o
| federnl grand jury, then investl:|
gating subversive activitles, but he
was not indicted. He resigned in|
April 1047,

He died a few daya afler he had
appearcd belore the House Up-
American  Actlvities Committee.
Here he denled he wns a Commu- |
nist,

SUBPOENAED

Four days after the attomey gen-
eral leveled his charge in Chicago,
Truman was subpoonaed by the
current commiilee,

He declined to appear. He sald
at first it appealed wo him to use
the commiltee *'ns a forum to an-
swer the scurrilous charges which
have been made agalnst me."”

“But If T had done it," he said,
"I would have been a pariy with
the commitice to an mction which
would have undermined the con-
| stitutional position of the office of
| President of the United States'
| His over-all observation of the|
White controversy he summed up|
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alty of a former President of the|thst our nutlon and each cltizen
United Siales will serve to nlert | faces, then it will bave been s

unprecedented attack on the loy- | the people to the terrible danger’blessing in disguise.'
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