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Crater Lake and wrote his glowing
description of the area before w,Q
Steel had the opportunity to grt!
tlfy a desire long cherished since
his school boy days in Ohio when
he first read of the wonder lake
somewhere in the Cascades. Borat
writer coined the story that "Steel
spent nlns years in Oregon before
finding anyone who had heard ot
the lake." This-stor- is often re-

peated as fact, however,, If true
Steel w not so dilligent In Us
search. I note that (the anecdete
was not repeated In 'the 1922

of Crater Lake published by
the Mazamafe, In which: organist,
tion Steel was a prominent mem-
ber. I .

There seems little doubt but that
It was the seed sown by Captain
Sprague 1 n his story of "Lake Ma.
Jesty" and copied Intd Frances Ful-
ler Victor's book of 1870, "The Rlv-e- r

of the West," that Inspired the
ambition of the Ohio school boy to
visit this wonder o( nature in Ore-
gon. When Steel visited the lake
on Aug. 16, 1885 tie" was so im-

pressed he felt that somethln
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The historical gremlins crept into
our story dealing with the discov-

ery of Crater Lake and changed a

couple of letters in the name of one

of the "discoverers," giving us the

name of Corbett Instead of Corbel).
This all goes to show that one can
not always depend upon the print-
ed word from one source of ma-

terial. The Aug. 1, 1865, discovery
was by Francis M. Smith and J M.
Corbell of Company I.r First Ore-

gon Infantry.
John M. Corbell was another of

ih soldier who remained on in
the Klamath country after his dls- -

charge to become an early seiner.
He was born in Iowa in- iwi.
During the Modoc War he served

a freighter at Fort Klamath,
and later, a packer and guide. This
service brought him a Moooc war
pension. In 1883 he married Min
nie Tobln, an Indian. Corbell died
in 1924 and was buried i n Wilson

Cemetery. ,i
Francis M.. Smith likewise re-

mained on in the Klamath country,
according to the "History of Cen-

tral Oregon," where we find that:
"Francis Smith, Edward Pennlnt
and John S. Shook, took claims in
and named Alkali Valley now Von-n-a

Valley) In 1869.'' Our historical
researchers have no further infor-
mation on Smith..1

. The. discovery, or giving a .name
to a natural wonder does not insure
that it will be brought to the atten-
tion of the public as Crater Lake
history demonstrates;.,, it took the
work of many other people who
followed the "discoverers" to de-

velop the publicity that, brought
recognition from the American pub
lic and tne creation. oi a national
Park. Captain . Sprague, who fol-

lowed the "discoverers" started the
ball of publicity and blazed the
trail for the countless thousands
who followed him.

The creation of a National Park,
however, was due largely to the
vision and enorts ot William Glad-
stone Steel who Is now accorded
the title of being the "Father pf
the Park." There is little doubt
but that others before Steel had
the same Idea but did not work
as. diligently for success as did he.
Steel became the Captain around
whom these othei workers rallied.
They are not forgotten, however,
a few stand out prominently. We
might place the Honorable Thomas
H. Tongue, Congressman of the
first district of Oregon, among the
able lieutenants who helped create
the park as It was due to the vig-
orous battle he put up in Congress
that the Crater Lake National Park
bill .was finally passed and the
park became reality.

It was twenty years after Cap-
tain Sprague blazed the 'trail to
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CAUGHT IN

By DEB ADDISON

YESTERDAY, In this caught in

the salesman' rounds, we gave

you the six major qualifications
lor being a salesman. And selling
enters into your we somewaere,

n vou should have been listening.
We'll confide now that this wasn't

ell thought out right here, but was

touched off in a talk by William
s. Sadler Jr.. to one of our news.

paper gatherings and so, by

acquisition, is our property, for

any personal harangue.
'Din idx oualiflcations are: sell

ing interest, basio capacity and

bruin power, educational
exoerience. emotional sta

bility and personal qualifications
(including personal drive, social
lubrication and emotional coniroi.j

Badler told a story on the dif-

ference between politeness and di-

plomacy (under personal qualifi-
cations which should be passed
on.

There Were two porters working
in an old, broken-dow- n hotel. One

said to the other, "Rastus, you-a-

been through grammar school.
What's the difference between po-

liteness and diplomacy?"
Rastus said, "You don't know?

Well I'll tell you.
"I'm walking around upstairs on

the second floor, cleaning up, and
I set down to the end of the corri
dor, where the bathroom is. The
door ain't locked. I go in there.
Allele la fuuia... Mimiijj n umi.
As I backs out I says, 'Pardon
me, sir.' -

"Now, that "pardon me' am
politeness!, but the. 'sir' am di-

plomacy." " " ' '

He went on to explain that It
you have understanding (under
personal qualification still) if
you express it in cordiality, then
maybe you can show enthusiasm.

Now, every so often when we
talk to an otherwise able man, we
encounter one of these muscle-boun- d

Introverts who is very
He says, "but I

don't like to pretend to be cordial
when I dont feel cordial. I don't
want to be a hypocrite."

I'll tell you bow to top off that
one. Ask the guy how long he
lias owned the shirt he a wearing.
He'll look down and say, "I don't
know. I've had it for several
months." jYou say io htm, "Well, It ought
10 do prfity dirty Dynow, shouldn't
It?"

"No, J send It to the laundry."
You tell him soap is artificial.

Ask him if he shaves. Whiskers
re natural. Dirt Is natural.

is natural.' Eating With

SAM DAWSON

should be done about it and im

mediately started a campaign to
have the area dedicated as a Na-

tional Park. Through his efforls
Senator Dolph Introduced a bill in
Congress on Jan. 18. 1888. to c.ate Crater Lake National Park.

stcei was pot successful in this
attempt to create a National Park
as he could not rouse sufficient po-
litical support to have his vision
enacted Into law. however. h wts
successful in gaining the Interest
oi president orover Cleveland who
was willing to protect the area by
exercising his presidential power
to withdraw land of the public do-

main, from the public market. A-
ccordingly, ten townships were with-
drawn from public entry and tha
preliminary skirmish was won. It
required courage on the part of
President Cleveland to take this
action as he well knew it would
result In a bitter clash with Con-

gress. Later when the Forest Re-
serves were created by presidential
proclamation these ten townships
became a part of the Cascade For-
est Reserve.

Looking over these accounts ot
history there Is one thing, that
stands out prominently and that it
the apparent deliberate act of Ig-

noring the contribution to the y

of Crater Lake made by Cap-
tain' SDrague and his detachment
of soldiers stationed at Fort Klam-
ath. Documentary evidence so easi
ly obtained has been tpssed aside as
inconsequential for tne giormcatton
of Hillman who contributed noth-

ing, only the play of bitter sec-
tional Jealousy can offer the expla-
nation, I

Icals is affecting the cost of proces-
sing such things as some food,
drugs, soap, fertilizer and paper.

Most of these rising prices are
laid to higher costs of labor and
materials. And although wool has
lost its Korean zing, the price of
suits is going up this lall-w- lth

manufacturers crediting : the rise
to advancing wages

Farm products ; suffered
sharp drops this year, much of'
them within the last month Whole-
sale food prices are from 10 t
14 per cent lower than last year.
But grocery prices aren't. The
grocery Manufacturers of Ameri-
ca, Inc., blames "higher wages,
higher transportation costs and
higher taxes."

Hopes for a Korean peace have
played a part in recent nrice
breaks, but only a part. The whole
world-wid- e down trend for most
commodity prices follows a more
general pattern.

One factor Is increased produc-
tion. Since the end of World War
II world food production has risen
20 per cent.
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(Editor's Note: This Is the third
In a series of four articles on the
Air Force revolt against the Elsen-
hower defense budget.)

By DON WHITEHEAD
(For James Marlon)

WASHINGTON W President
Elsenhower's defense budget has
been challenged as one that Im-

perils U. 8. security by clipping
the Air Force's wings.

Gen. Hoyt 8. Vandenberg, Air
Force chief of staff, has made that
serious accusation. The general
wants Congress to override the ad-

ministration and provide money
for a g Air Force rather
than wait for a complete new re-

view of U. 8. military needs by the
incoming Joint Chiefs of Staff and
the National Security Council.

Eisenhower has told the nation:
"We are not going to cripple this
nation and we are going specifi-
cally to keep up Its air power."

But Vandenberg testified before
a Senate committee: "I feel that
under the present budget the de-

lay in reaching the proper strength
of the Air Force Is endangering
national defense.

Now, in those two statements
somebody, is wrong. Both men
can't be right not if they are
are working from the same esti-

mates of the world situation.
Ths kev to these contradictions

appears to be that Elsenhower and
his civilian defense cnieis oase
their planning on one estimate pi
the danger ot Soviet attack and
the air power needed in the near
future, while Vandenberg bases his
alarming estimate.

Thus if Vandenberg Is right
then the U. 8. should gear up fast.
If the administration assessment
is correct, then obviously there Is
time for a new look at the entire
picture.

Let's take a look at bow this sit-

uation developed:
Back in 1851 under the Truman

regime, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
agreed on strength levels for the
Army, Navy and Air Force which

they considered a safe minimum.
The buildup goal for the Air

Force has 143 wings. The number
of planes In a wing varies accord-
ing to the mission. For example,
there are 30 bombers in a wing--but

a fighter wing consists of 75

combat planes. "
Military men estimated that by

1954 Russia would have the poten-
tial for all-o- atomic attack on
the U. S. They aimed for 143 wings
by that year, but later shifted their
sights to mid-195-

Congress appropriated billions.
In the past three years, the U. S.
spent about $101,740,000,000 on re-

armament and the Korean War.
The Air Force began expanding.
Contracts were made, plans were
made for bases and training ot
personnel.

Then the administration changed.
Elsenhower entered the White
House and chose Charles E. Wil-

son of General Motors as his de-

fense secretary.
Wilson Immediately froze con

struction of new bases not deemed
vital. He reduced personnel esti
mates and went about the business
of seeing how and where military
spending could be cut.

Wilson and his deputy, Roger M.
Kves. made statements clearly in
dlcating they did not think Russia
was ready for war eitner in tne air
or industrially. Elsenhower reject-
ed any "crisis year" approach to
the defense buildup.

Wilson took a look at the plane
production schedules. He found the
aircraft Industry had fallen behind
In combat plane deliveries as much
as 30 per cent. He figured tne Air
Force couldn't reach the
goal under any circumstances be-

fore Pecember, 1955.
Wilson found,-to- that the Air

Force was making contracts in
which the "lead time" for deliv-

eries was as much as three years
in advance. He decided this lead
time could be cut to two years
and 'therefore the Air Force
wouldn't need so much money for
advance financing.-Besides- ,

there was on hand 28

billion dollars that the Air Force
hadn't spent. The lag in produc.
tion had thrown the whole program
out of gear.

Wilson and his aides mail! no
cutback in the combat plane pro-

duction. They decided to keep pro-

duction rolling and even to strive
to speed up deliveries.

But Wilson, with Eisenhower's
backing, wanted another look at
that g goal. He fixed what
he called an "Interim" goal of 120

wings by 1955. with the final de-

cision nn the size of' the Air Force
to be based on a study by the new
Joint Chiefs and National Security
Council.

Vandenberg says if Congress will
give the Air Force an extra

the- g level will
be reached by 1957. ' Wilson says
he can achieve the same goal by
1957 if the new study Justifies it,
without additional money this year.

(Tomorrow: the relationship of the
atom bomb to the alse of the Air
Force.)
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THE ROUNDS
your fingers is natural. Point out
to him that all society and civiliza
tion is a tissue of artificiality.
and as long as he swallowed the
camel, why strain at the mote 7

Let's add (this ain't Sadler now)
that selling Is one tf the first na
tural cultivations of the tissue of
artificiality that makes society and
civilization palatable.

Don't sneer at salesmanship.
You practice It yourself every
time you turn around, in some fal. I

tering manner at least. Better that
you cultivate it and embrace it,
m order that you make your way
a little smoother and your society
a little more pleasing to your as
sociates,

Now. one more thing. This Is
'Sadler again. It is something that

has long been preached here, in
which we are In hearty accord-e- lse

it wouldn't be mentioned at
all. He's been telling what to look
for In an. advertising salesman
(which - was passed on

something to look for in anybody)
and then adds a word on Happiness
in Life. He says that:

From among all the different
factors which make for happiness
in life, I'd like to call your atten-
tion to three pairs of items. I'd
like to describe this as-- a
der motor where the cylinders fire
smoothly.

First of all. you work, so you is
need to play. Play does for your
nervous system wnat food ana
sleep do for depleted physical
enersv. er

I'll alve you a simple definition
of play. It is any honorable thing
you a rawer no tnan cat.

When you play, you're' not wast
ing time. When you allocate a por
tion of each week to . Intelligent
recreation, what you are doing is
buying an insurance policy on your
nervous system.

Secondly, lust as you need a
balance between work and Play,
there should be a balance between
family life and social life. Seven
nights a week out is no good, and
seven nights a week In Is no good. of
Either is monotonous, and a hu
man being does not stand up well
to monotony.

Lastly, if you really want to be
happy, you need to have a good
religion, and a good sense: of
humor,

In oiitt study of human Intelli
gence, we observe that there are
Just two things that a man does Ithat no animal never does. One is
the ability to laugh at a Joke. I
The other is the capacity to ,wor-shi- p

God. I recommend both to you
highly.

the quality of their leaders when
they must listen to accounts manu
factured to suit the conveniences
and ' prejudice of men grinding By
their special axes?

Perhaps the worst thing Is that
the authors and advocates of re
written history make of their pro-
duct

to
a doctrine and a faith. They

are generally quite Intolerant of
those who do not accept every item the
of belief without change. "With us
or against us," is the way it goes.

One may be forgiven for wlshlne
we could all get back to the point
where facts are viewed as worthy
objectives, and not as Irrltathw en--
cumbrances marring the smooth the
suriaccs ot comiortably distorted as
history.

of

Telling The Editor
not

SACRAMENTO Vacation season
approaches. Anyon coin to the
coast, wishing to add to one's bird- -
ore, snouid watch along Califor-

nia for seaparrots or
puffins. Sometimes a dead one is
washed ashore as far south as
Monterey. These puffins come will
down from Alaska.

Study the seBparrot's bill. Com-
pare it with the g

bill ot the sparrow, the billone ot the thrasher, the
long, curved probe of the curlew,the one of the pelican.Puffins are found out as far as forKiska, Atiu, other Aleutian ofIslands, famous in World War II.

The writer finds seaparrots a
constant reminder of his Alaskan
days. He saw a tlingit there make buthis papoose a rattle of a half
dozen putiin bills strung around a
cedar This was In
the days of Chief Jake, friend of
the palefaces. On his grave writer list
saw, as pricelessChllcat blankets. These were made
of mixed mountain-goa- t wool and
dog hair. Callfomians are fortu-
nately

tosituated lor bird study. We
have seasonal migrants from
points as far distant as the Yukon anand the Amaion.

C. M. Goethe

4th of JULY

lunch "but not for the likes of
you" and an ivory-hue- d nude
over the mirror. As a feature,
however, she ran a poor second to
the painting of Custer's Last Stand
that stood in the window. ,

The school has been turned into
a library now, and there is a fence
around the park across the street.

In the tribal customs of that
school, you had to have, a fight on
the first day, otherwise you
couldn't get in the game
at recess. My brother offered to
arrange mine, but I said I would
rather do it myself. That's how
I met my best friend, Collin.

"I don't feel much like fighting
anybody, do you," he said.

"Not much." I said. "I guess
some of these guys are pretty
tough, too."

We stood for a moment, scuffing
the dust in the schoolyard. Then
Collin said, "I tell you what . . .
We can fight each other, only we'll
Just pretend we're sore."

Collin lived In a big house on a
hill, with a wide sweep of lawn
stretching down to the street. A
great flower-bo- shaped 'like a
whale boat, stood in the center "of
the lawn. By the standards of those
days, I suppose, his family was
"well off." By any standards, ours
was not;
, But such is America that neith-
er of us was ever conscious of a
difference between us. When Collin
got a bicycle for Chrtstma3, I un-

hesitatingly broached the subject
of having one.

"Certainly," my 'mother said.'
"But you'll have to earn it, some-
how." .

-
;

So Collin spoke . to his grand-
father,! who owned the afternoon
paper, and got me a paper route.
He helped me deliver the papers
and sell magazines until we had

10, mostly in nickels. Then he
found the bike that I bought.

Never go back, thev sav. But
It Is poor advice.

J no old place can teach vou
mat notning ever changes much,
nor ever really dies.

Washington
whose Appropriations
tee Is writing the military approp- -

rlations bill. In a published state- -

ment, Scrivner says:
"The Commander-in-Chie- f of the

Armed Forces, President Eisen
hower, Is the Nation's most emi
nent military expert. He knows our
military in all its strength, and in
Its weaknesses. With that know
ledge, experience and juagment,
the President has said, despite all
the outcries, that the cut in the mil
itary budget will not weaken na-
tional security.

"If and when some of those who
criticize this action get a military
record equal to that of the Presi
dent's, I'll listen. Until then, I,
put my faith in his Judgment."

A few weeks ago the folks In our
office decided we should have a
guest book for visi
tors to sign when they came to
the office. Such a book was duly
Installed and has been on the front
table less than to months. I was
amazed when I looked over the
names and counted them to find
that 78 people most of them from
Oregon have called at the office
in that short time. It was a genu
ine pleasure to have a visit with
those folks from home.

BRUCE BIOSSAT
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Frank Tripp
When persuing a book by one

who lays no claim to being astro
nomically proficient, It is .indeed
reiresmng to find all his state-
ments regarding the stars correct.
I have been reading The Desert
Year by Krutch and find him very
accurate. From New England he
had transferred his residence
temporarily to the dry southern
states, or a latitude 10 degrees
farther south. There with more
leisure he discovered celestial
facts which seemingly few people
realize. Here I enlarge on some
fo his observations.

Sunlight had never been so in-

tensely bright in the nortnern
states. This was due to the clearer
air in the south and the fact that
old Sol was actually 10 degrees
higher there at noon and shone
through less air. The sun was nev-
er directly overhead, for it never
during the year reaches that po-

sition excepting for places between
the tropics of Cancer and Capri-
corn, 23'i degrees north and south
of the equator, nils band extends
from about the latitude of Mexico
City to Rio de Janeiro.

The longest day of the year,
June 22, is not quite so long in
Arizona as It Is in Connecticut.
It decreases in length from north-
ern Alaska, where the sun is above
the horizon 24 hours, to the equator
with 12 hours of sunlight. In the
southern hemisphere they have
their shortest days ot the year
when we have our longest. It's
winter there when summer here.

Krutch discovered also that it
the thin sliver of a new moon ap-

peared In the west shortly after
sunset until the full phase glowed
in the east at this same hour. A
little watching showed that each
night Luna came to the same place
an hour later than the previous
night and showed slightly more
lighted surface.

This thin creascent offered little
competition to the other heavenly
bodies. But as it grew plumper
from one night to the next, the
Milky Way never so gorgeous in
the northern states was the first
to succumb to Luna's increasing
light. Next, the dimmer stars
faded out, and ny tne time ot tun
moon only the brightest stars
could be seen.

After full phase it was only a
few days until no moon could
be found anywhere in the sky up
until bedtime. Some seem to think
there is always a moon in the
night sky.

And the North star wnat naa
happened to it? s 10 de
grees lower in the . north than in
New England. And the fine
constellation the Scorpion was 10

degrees higher in the south.
Observation showed also tnat tne

sun rose farther north each suc
ceeding day until the summer sol

stice, the longest day. These origi-
nal discoveries required leisure
and freedom from the distracting
things of our usual Way of life.

Mayor To Review "

At Camp Clatsop
Mavor and Mrs. Paul Landry

left Wednesday for Camp Clatsop
where Landry and other mayors
are to join Gov. Paul Patterson
In reviewing troops at the Nation-
al Guard encampment Friday. Sat-

urday, there Is to be a review for
the group at Fort Lewis.

The Landrys are to continue on
to Canada for a week's vacation.-

During the mayor's absence,
Councilman Don Kenyon is acting
mayor.

Signed

tyroro. efc mm m.
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HAL
. By RELMAN MORIN

(For HAL BOYLE)

Have you ever returned to the
town where you grew up long
years after you felt?

Never go back, people tell you,
nor hope to find It as it was.

' Everything will look smaller, the
hills and trees and homes and
churches. Even the river, the beau-
tiful and secret river, will have
narrowed to a niggling stream
That's natural, they say, because
you were seeing those things
through the eyes of a child. And,
too, the freshness and wonder nave
long since gone, vanished like
hazy Indian summer, and nothing

left but ghosts and the thin.
sharp Pain of some
dream.

So they tell you. In warning. Nev.
try 'to go back. .

it was pure cnance that the route
led through our town. Being there
was like looking at a double-expose- d

film and seeing two Imrizcs
at once. It was hard, even after
all these years, to keep past and
present separated.

There was the courthouse, where
the salesman demonsrated a Stan.
ley Steamer by driving it up the
steps. And further on, the cigar
store with the wooden Indian in
front, holding a handful of stogies.
The "sports" would gather there

a Saturday night, in white pants
and blue coats, and tip their straw
hats to the girls, strolling past

' 7 '
"The Birth of a Nation" had been

shown In the opera house, across
the way. Before it began, I sat
there with a thudding heart, afraid
the battle scenes would scare1 me.
and even more afraid that some
one would see. "If It gets too bad."

thought, "I can cross toy eyes."
often did that when something

made It necessary to shut out the
world.

Then down the street to the spot
where the saloon had stood. This,
was a place of sheer fascination
with sawdust on the floor, a free

Letter From
HARRIS ELLSWORTH, M. j

4th District, Oregon
The relative peace and quiet of

thl.i Congressional session Is about
be shattered by 'the considera-

tion of several highly controversial
Issues In rapid succession. Some of

hot ones are:
1) Reduction of the Air Force ap-

propriation originally requested.
3) Taxes. What to do about the

excess profits tax which
expires June 3D. If no reduction In
personal Income taxes Is made for

final six months of this year
proposed in the Reed bill, it is

argued that the excess profits tax
should be continued for the length

time.
3) Foreign aid. The question is

"whether" but "how much."
4) Federal public housing. How

many public housing units shall be
built In the next fiscal year? The-Ite-

Is In an appropriation bill.
The budget suggested 35,000. The
House refused funds for anv. The
Senate put In 35,000. This item will
doubtless be compromised but there

be heated House debate on it.
5) Socialized medicine. This sub-

ject appears unexpectedly, and pos-
sibly unintentionally, in the Veter-
ans Administration appropriation

as repotted to the House. It
carries an innocent looking "legis
lative rider" which permits the
Veterans Administration to charge

treatment and hospitalization
connected veteran

cases.
There are numerous other prob-

lems before Congress, of course,
the above five are certain to

generate the most heat. x

Perhaps the most difficult decis-
ion for the average member of
Congress to make in the present

of tough decisions is how to
vote on the reduction ot the ap
propriation for ths Air Force. Cer
tainly only an expert is qualified

have a worthwhile opinion on
that subject. It is equally certain
that no member ot Congress la such

expert. I like, therefore, the
thought expressed by Representa
tive Errett Scrivner of Kansas

SPECIAL

Phena 7071

NEW YORK Wl Fireworks in
the Chicago wheat pit this week
highlight a decline in general com-

modity prices that has been going
on in most parts of the world for
about two years.

Hardest hit in this country have
been the products of the farm and
of the zinc . and lead mines.
Other countries have seen the
prices of rubber, wool, tin, bur-

lap and pepper skid from the Ko-
rean War inflation peak.

But some other commodities are
going up. The price of steel and
its many products is climbing, al-

though the price of steel scrap has
fallen from its peak. Crude oil Is

advancing and prospects are for
higher prices on gasoline and fuel
oil, and perhaps for the long list
of petrochemicals from which are
made such synthetics as rubber
and fibers and many plastics. The
price rise in basic industrial chem- -

Dealers Hear About ,

New Gas 'Additive'
Twenty-seve- n service station

dealers met at breakfast hei e Wed-- 1

nesday morning and hejrd the
story of research behind CP, a
new gasoline ' additive described
as "the greatest motor fuel devel-
opment since the Introduction ol
tetraethyl lead 31 years ago."

CP is now available in ail
Shell Oil Company premium gaso-
line marketed in this area.

According to D. E. Kerby, Shell
representative here, the new prod-
uct gives the average ear up to
16- per cent more power, more
mileage and 50 to 150 per cent
longer life for spark plugs.

Attention Fanners: Now is the
time to order your hall insurance
on your crops. Hans Norland In-

surance. 627 Pine St.

Students ot the Soviet Union mar-
vel at the dexterity the Russians
exhibit in rewriting history not
once but again and again to suit
their purposes of the moment.

This is a much more exhaustive
process than many of us realize.
If, for instance, Kremlin strategy
requires an especially strong

propaganda bent,
you may find stripped from the
history books all mention of Joseph
Stalin praising the opening of a
second front in World War II. You
will read Instead that on that mem-
orable occasion the late premier

' said something totally different.
Yet that Isn't necessarily the end.

The time might come when the
Russians decide "friendship" with
America is again a profitable
course. Then Stalin's kind words
might be resurrected, if any copies
still exist.

Unhappily, the rewriting of his-
tory Is not confined to the Soviet
orbit. Men in western nations prac-
tice It, too. The diifcrence is that In
the West these distortions are nev-
er consciously prepared as official
government policy. They are dwelt
upon by individuals, groups, ele-
ments in political parties.

Rewritten history can Indeed
government policy in tho West,

however, either by creeping into
oiflclai thinking or by reflecting

in strong opposition to govern-
ment programs.

A sample distortion in America.
which may have been partly due
to mere forgetfulness, was the

statement In the last year
or two that we entered the Korean
war to unify Korea. A
look Into any newspaper file Is
enough research to demonstrate
the inaccuracy of that dclcaratlon.

The events surrounding the
Communist conquest of China lend
themselves ideally to this kind of
rewriting, since so many of the
vital facts of the matter are still
undetermined, or lost in a fog of
charges, claims, propaganda and
deliberate falsehood.

A great deal of damage can be
done bv producing this misshapen
history. Hie harm to government
policy Is obvious. It Is fantastlo to
think that any major govermnent
should forge programs partly found
ed upon or modified by con.
trived misinformation.

It is hardly less weird to think of
a great democratic clUrenry being
sadly confused by the effort to dis-

tinguish between real history and
the distorted versions steadily foist-
ed upon it. How can people Judge
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