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Although Yakima, like many other Western towns, has grown amazingly in the post decade, its telephones have grown even faster.

‘ What's going on in Yakima?

You may find this is the tele-
phone story of your town, too

1. Lying at the foot of the majestic Cascade Mountains in
central Washington is fertile Yakima County, now rank-
ing sixth in agricultural production among all the counties
in the nation. Its economic center is the city of Yakima
which, of course, has shared the county’s growth during
and after World War 11, Our Yakima exchange area has,
for instance, grown from about 54,000 population in 1942
to more than 71,000 in 1952. Prosperity has come to the val-
ley, too, The county’s income, in 1942, was about $59 million.
| In 1952, it will approach $161 million. And in these figures
| lies the challenge of a decade of record-breaking telephone

growth: More people in the area — with more money to
spend i8r telephones. Here's how we accepted that challenge.

enst (o the Alleghenies and follows |
the mountains south into Alabama

‘Ihe areus in black on the map
are counties with the highest con-
centration of polio cases, ereating

rmergency problemy of patient & M
care, overbundening hospital fach-
iies sl exhausting medical per-
sonnel, |
The Nallonal Foundation, the

Ned Cross and the Ameriean Phy-
sleal Therapy Assoclation have ap-
pealed to tralned peraoninel any-

Ll where In the countiry to velunteer
for assignment in thess emed
goney wreas where reservolrs of
nurses  and  phyasical  therapisia
have become exhausted,

The 1040 and 1052 epidemics are |
nearly equal In intenally but differ |
widely in Lwa rapects.

The 1840 epldemic hit an un.
usually  early peak In mid-August
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Atlantic and New England states,
two areas undergoing relatively
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3. Telephones went in—and fast—as a result of our put-
ting more than $4 million into Yakima's telephone plant in
just ten years. Today there are about 23,000 telephones in
Yakima. In 1942 we served about 10,500. But even this in-
crease, rapid and expensive as it was, hasn't been enough.
For a time, we practically caught up with Yakima's Ee-
mand for new telephones. But, once again, more people in
Yakima want telephones than our equipment there can
serve. Yet, in the face of materials shortages, we'll kee
doing our best to take care of our present orders...as we
as those which we know still lie ahead.
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Your telephone is one of

2. We began building new telephone facilities in the city ' 1
of Yakima shortly after materials became available follow- toduy s best burgams

ing the war, An addition — three slories and a basement —
was added to our telephone building, enlarging it by more
| than a0 per cent. We put in more than 28,000 miles of wire
| hetween 1946 and 1951, We had 43 operators at work in
Yakima in 1942, Today there are 142 operators. We put in
enough central office equipment to double our call-handling
capacity between 1943 and 1951,

L0 Throughout the Weal, the
Yakima story has been re
pented in hundreds of places.
Fast ms the population has
grown, the telephone has
grown al an even [aster rate
... twice ns faat, in fact, in the
tarritory we serve. For at to-
dny's prices, the talephona is
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Visitors ara always welcome 9:30 to 4:30
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