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Working

By HALE BCARBROUGH

It n preity good place, ob.
sorved ihe 3l-year-old convicted

forger:

“The only bad thing s just be-
g bore st all”

He was rclorring to the Tule-
luke Prison Qamp, one of the e
ol instilutions of the lederal prison
system, loeated at the Newell towin-
sk, eight miles south of Tuleinke,
The camp has been in operation
JUEL hooul EIX  monins.

b present i1 Das aQlie Gl-odd in-
males end 10 officers snd techid:
cal men making up the camp per-
sonnel. In stmiion, a bumoer of
wives and children of camp ecm-
ployes live in the compounda.

The 1l-acre camp occuples whit
wis the milltary ares of we World
War II Japanese internment cen-
ter, and 45 as pecullar a prison as
you ean {ind in this part of the
country., There isn't any gate
{ust an opening in the fence—and
\here aren't any cells, barred win-
dows or locks, The prisoners are
called Inmntes and the guards nre
called correctional officers

The Tulelake camp, along with
others, was sti up bY the US
Bureau of Prisons Ilnst spring in
conformity with a certain provision
of the so-<called McCarran Act,
which cobcerns ‘he deiention of
subversives in the event of war or
national emergency, The others
are lorated st Wicrenburg, Ariz
Florence, Arir.; Allenwood, Pa.,
and Avon Park, Fla. In addition,
the federal prison service operates
eamps of similar nature in conjulic-
tion with the prison at McNell at
Montgomery, Aln.: Tucton, Aris.;
and Mill Polnt, W. Va.

They can, when needed, be used
to house persons considered can
gerous to the movernment. agetils
of or sympathirers with an ensmy
country, That'll be when, und if.
certain provisions of the McCarran
Act ar: put into operation.

On that eventuality, a Commu-
nist newspaper nublished in Los
Angeles resentls had a reporter in
the Tulelnke area and came out
with an editlon devoted entirelv to
the Tulelake camp. Iabeling it Fed-
eral Prison Camip 36, Concentra-
tion Camn, USA

The Tulelake camp, and others
1ike it, in tha oninion of the Lo
Anzeles publication, are destDed
for occumancy bY  “nrogressives
and trade unioniste who dare fo
soeak up a=ainst hirh prices, at.
fecks on labor, and the drive for
war, "

Tuat's just so much bilgewater,

Prime Function

The primary function of this
¢amp and others of the same order
t¢ to {ake =ome of the pressure
off federsl penal institutlons, to
=erve as a sort of nlace of reward
for federal prisobers who show that
they can be trusted with a measure
of freedom and are willing to work.

The 60-some-oddd people at Tule-
lake do work, and work hard, The
military ¢compound taken over was
used for several years for housing
of iransient laborers, and the care
tnken of the property was far from
gooa.

When the Burenu of Prisolls took
over the camp =ite this spring, an
amazing amount of work Needed 1o
be done to refurbish and repair
tae buiidings and erounds ito the
point that they will be usable in
the style to which the federal gov-
ernment Is sccustomed. The first
men brought in were transferees
from MecNel]l Island Prison and
they were put to work fixing them-
selves a place to live. The prison-
ers are building thelr own prison.

In six months seversl barracks
bulldings, & mess hall, olilcers
quarters and otner buildings of the
£5 on ihe compound have been re-
stored for use, and in another Year
the whole refurblshing job =hould
be compileted.

The prisoners work nn approxi-
mate eight-hour day, under the dir-
ection of camp offfcers who are
uunlified as carpenters, plumbers,
clectriclans and the like,

One of the bulldings belng worked
o now s lhe dispensary, A minor
surgical room iIs already in and
outfitted, as well as a storeroom
of medical supplies obiained [rom
u U8 Navy ship mothbalied at

Porlland. The prison can buy
cquipment from laid-up ships &t 10
cents un the dollar. A demal room
is belng Installed now.

The dispensery is presided over
by a former Navy corpsman, but
& Tuleleke physician, or, 1. Spo-
mer, hag been made 8 member of
the prison staft o take care of
gerlous medicnl work., A dentist
ulso is 1o be added to the stall.

Religious services are heid each
Sunoay i a chuper bulding which
& to be revimped later to inciude
h motion picture progector, Minis-
ters from Tulelnke churches con-
ouect services.

Quite A Change

The federal pensl system bas
undergone guite n change since be
entered I, reminisces Suptl, Lemuel
TFox, who started ns o guard more
than 20 years ago.

“in those duys the guy whh the
lowest brow und the widest shoul-
ders wus tne best guara,’' Fox ue-
clared,

The change has been (rom the

theory of retributlon towerd Lne

§e theory ol restitution, restoring the
¢ prisoner’s faith In himsell and In
nig abillty to get along with Lhe
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A blg change has occurred in
o | prigon personnel, Instend of belng
1 puards  hired for thelr brute
¥ sirength, men come into the penil
. Kervice How as career men with
f_u the titie of "'correctionnl’ oificer’
A and advance by becoming an in-
I siruetor, belng able to instruct men

% unaer them in any of the duzens

[ of Lrades which today can be
i i lenrhed in o blg feders] prison.
8 Actually, they're fob foremen,

Tulelake, of course, being the
baoy ef the penil system, and n
prguy small baby at that, Is short
of trndes that can be taught the
Inmate: Oulside (of plumbing, ecar-
pentering, eleotricnl work, cooking,
piiniing and office work, the op-
portunities nre small, Bui with o
limfted supply of Inmates, they are

nll kept busy,

uleleke s nt the lower end of

{he federal prison system, ranking
the faumed Aleatraz at the top,
nlong with the five olher federal
| penisntinries al Atlanta, Leaven.
worth, MeNell Island, Terre Haute
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Out Well

and Lewisbhure

A second groun iheludes relofmas
lories, ususlly for Young persons,
such as the institutions at Bl Reno,
Okln.. for men snd Altderson, W
Va., for women, There are live of
them. Then U Are seVen Cors
rectional in &, plus hosplials
and Instituttons for juvenilea, The
we s from maximuim securily,
C ™ Alealras, o
. it Tulelake.
= full
over
rable
1 in,

as al
minimum securt
e mmates at Tulelnke
trustls They move
the comipound with ¢
{reedom and are never lock
Not a gun or a club is In -slghi
Althougn they are counled and
CHECRSL ICEUMTLY «Bu giwd, W
el N L delice i dewWisa
Wwaele. S0 Iar, Dol ans Wsed
man—he wWas baviag di-
Wikl ansdiny presdiar -
wehed (o SKip ouL, miKd e woent
W tue olitce anu ssked (o be taken
Bway, U he Staved there
v he was afrald he

mucH

would take olf. He was brought to
Rlamath Falls for delention i the
Couniy Jall and eventually taken
wir W An or federal institution
ohe 1 didn’t have the out

InVRINGIY near

Keeping Them In
““The obnly thing kecping them

here,” says Fox, s the prog Y
“The program’™ s plam

investigates ¢ prisoner's
background, family and the like
and the intormation goes with the
prisaner to whatever institutlon he
is sentenced

At the prisan the investigaton is
continued until the federdis know
more sbout the inmate than the
inmate does hims All the data
moes Into shaping his status in the
institution, hi= work, his education
or training and the planning for
iils eveniual release e 10 the
type of joh obtained for him alter
release

Various federal prisons haye var-
jous iypes of indusiries (thay are
not bowing to the sort of private
business-labor union pressyre that
prevents Institutions Such &s the
Oregon State Prison from provid-
ing ‘enpugh Jjobs to Xeep their ine
mates busyy. Alestraz, for In-
stance, hus a Inundry, doing work
for the Army and Navy sround
£an Prancisco: MeNell has a gl
cannery: Lesvenworih s shof fac-
tory: another Institution processes
wobacco; another makes clothing:
Atlanta makes masail baps. The
goods are sold to other govern-
mental agencies,

A little-known corporation, Fed-
cral Prison Industries Inc., oper-
ites all these plants and the profit
made Is used throughout the fed-
eral prison tem to provide in-
centive pay for oulstanding work-
ers

Tuleleke In its present operation
doesi't manufaciure of grow Any-
thing to contribute to the profit of
Federal Prison Industries Inc., but
it does benefit (rom the profit,
enocugh to provide from $§10 to $35
#n month pay for some of the men
warking at the camp.

Spend Just $10

But regardless of the pay, or
what mone¥ a man mny obtain
from & hobb¥, suh as leather tool-
Ing. or how the¥ heppen to be
fixed finnncially on the outside, an
Inmnate Is allowed to spend fust $10
a month at the camp commissary.
Any other monev they obizin or
have |5 deposited for them in a
trust account in a Federal Reserve
Bank.

That's the great leveler. Among
the Tulelake inmates right now are
# couple of men reputed to be
wealthy, They had some conhec-
tion with slot meechines up in the
Fortland area, and neglectied to cut
in Uncle Sam, They can spend just
£10 a month, the same as the fel-
low whoge only income i= what he
carns by sweal.

Of course, more money tan be
spent by speclal permission, for
such things as materizls for the
furtherance of hobbles, which are
encoutaged, and f{or educaticnal
correspondence courses, also en-
couraged.

Several of the Tulelake lnmates
ale inlereéswed n Varous noooies,
and evemunily one of the camp
utdings wili be fixed up as &
hobby shop. A displiy case might
be set up =o lhat itoeir products
can be sold to the publie.

Babsh UL At aneu we auleluke
i Lugll wed diw Hv M i
UL uEany  Gediip W imaiiessaiakig
KoLy feCOlu @e BuObacr LsusUaa,
phesny Nih il ADGMAI G U s AN
cUnL WREKS s€verul pRisulls Labe
Colli® W LWitkde 0l ueiics el
icnce trom leaernl coun. oevelsl
Bisu Hheve ObCl Jalbu ITan el
CAMD Ul pUreie or el loe exXpird-
MLl O wWiar Ny, s50me 10 daline
¢rs o tne lulelnke areu,

One lovn back of proon Chmpe,
sugn 8s Le olie gt ‘tuwieuke, 15 10
Piuyitie sUmMe incentve lur mmen
incarcerated In federal prisons (o
Eeep Lhoedr recorus clean, so0 they
might, be “promoted’ to & place
pUwsiue tne walis wnere they nive
some measure of Ireedom not al-
luwable In o penitenlary or re-
formatory.

More Incentive

Then after arrival at the camp,
there are sl further Incentlves
lor, making good, including one
very powerful one,

Y06 leaeral prison system oper-
wles  unoer a  Umeriloriods  good
wine' auw, WY wilica n CCisalll
vuinber o days ench momn are
JOPUeu Ol B PIISONErs seownce
he penmves himsoii, Tals atllory
oo e ls five days o omonth
(U short seniences, up to 10 doys
W omoiin for longer seniences, In
udaltion lo Wal, u man at Tule-
lekeé can add wom wiree days o
Liye days a momh good tme 1o
his score.

It (akes A long time to change &
waule concept of penology and
punishsnent, but the change ls bes
mg made throughoul the entire fed-
eral system, The Tuleinke camp
rigit now s something of an ex
periment, and only time will tell
whaether it will pan oul,

But is of right pow, the [nmates
thempeelves Seem Lo think it will,
Public acceptance and support
would help,

~ Tule Prison Camp___
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EACH NEW MAN coming to the
Tulelake Prisen Camp gets thoraughly
interviewed during his first days
there. Here Capt. Edward R. Simin-
ski, Superintendent Lomuel Fox and’
a newcomer get acquainted.

A PICKET FENCE around a building to become
the homo of & camp afficor guts the white paint
troatment fram an inmate,

above.

THE FEDERAL PRISON system allows just under
five pounds of food per man per day, weighing
it right down ot the salt and pepper, and most
inmates gain weight. The camp kitchon is shown

OMNE DAY SOON articles such as these
mada by inmates in their spare time will
be on sale at the camp.

LIVING QUARTERS for the inmates resemble
nothing so much as a military barracks, Much
clothing and equipment in use at the camp
is cast-off Navy or Army anar, Bolow is Tule-
lake's equivalent of a coll block.
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