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Tule Prison Camp

Working Out Well
V f . . . fT .' .

'

,jnd Lewisburg.
A second group Includes reforms

By HALE SCARBROl'GIl

It's a pretty Rood place, ob-

served the convicted lories, usually for young persons,
Mich as the institutions at El Reno,

forger: . ' 'en and Aiders.,.. W
"The only bad thin. is just be--

lnHe1TsitrclerrinR to the Tule-- "" Then the're

Jake Prison Camp, one of the new- - rK" ,"" '"'
for juveniles .Theest imillutionsol the lederal prison

Is from maximum security."neelocated at the Newell townk.vstein.
sue, eight miles south of Tuleiake ns at "escape-proof- " Alcairni, to
m.' nm h hpen in oucration minimum security, at Tulelakc.
Just aoout six montns. The inmates at Tulelake are full

i.t present it has some in- - trusties. They move around over
mates and 18 officers and techni- - the compound with considerable
cal men matins up the camp per-- freedom and are never locked in.
sonnet. In auaitlou, a numoer of Not a Run or a club is in sight,
wives and children of camp em- - Allnough they arc counted and
ployes live in the compound. cueexcu icguuuiy nu ui.tn, uiu

The camp occupies what uplii.uk in uie icnce is aiwajs
was the military area of uie World t..eie. 60 far, none uus Used it.
War II Japanese internment cen- - only one man he was Having du- -

ter, and Is as peculiar a prison as ncuilies wiui another prisoner
you can find In this part of the uueaidied to skip oui, and he went
country. There isn't any gate W Uie oilice ami a.steu to be taken
just an opening in the fence and way, saying if he stayed there
there aren't any cells, barred win- - mucn limner he was an aid he
dows or locks. The prisoners are would lake off. He was brought to
called inmates and the guards are Klamath Falls for detention in the
called correctional officers. County Jail and eventually taken

Tiie Tulclake camp, along with to another federal institution,
others, was set up by the U.S. one tnal didn't have the outside so
Bureau of Prisons last spring in invitingly near,
conformity with a certain provision . , .
of the McCarran Act, Keeping I hem In
which concerns 'he detention of
subversives in the event of war or The only thing keeping them
national emergency. The others here," says Fox, "is the program."are tailed M .w A!: "The program" is planning lor
Florence. Arlr..: Allenwood, Pa.. ,he ,nmate s eventual release from
and Avon Park. Fla. In addition, lnCarceraUon, and starts as soon
the federal prison service operates as liea couviaeu ai rcueraa Com.,
camps of similar nature in conjunc- -

A probation officer attached to the
tion with the Prison at McNeil at court investigates the prisoner s
Montgomery. Ala.: Tucson. Arts.. backKr0Und. family and the like
and Mill Point. W. Va. nnri th imnrmntinn orte with ti

a;: v . Y I '"'4 Mfi MHtl!n.ikIiifc'4
.J, T" ft U I! B APICKETFENCEeroundabu.ld.nqtob.com. . r )irV , 1 flfWUlS'i the kom. of c.mp officer gets th. whit, p.inl v-

--

I f ,, - (cWw treatment from .n Inmete. A$ --yij
They can, when needed, be used prisoner to whatever institution he S

To nouse persons consmerea is sentenced.
gerous to the government, agents- -

At prison )e investigation is
of or sympathisers with an enemy conlmued until the federals know
country. That 11 be when, and if. more 6bout ,ne mmBte than 0
certain provisions of the McCarran inmate does mmseii. All the data
Act are put Into operation. ROes into shaping his status in the

On that eventuality, a Commu- - institution, his work, his education
nist newspaper nublished in Los or training and the planning for
Angeles recently had a reporter in his eventual release even to the
the Tulelnke area and came out type of joh obtained for him after
with an edition devoted entlrelv to release.
the Tulelake camp, labeling It Fed- - Various federal prisons have var--
eral Prison Camp 38, Concentra- - iOUS types of industries (they are
tion Camn. USA. not bowing to the sort of private

The Tulelake camp, and others business-labo- r union pressure that
like It, in th ooinion of the Lo prevents institutions such as the
Angeles publication, are dest'ned Oregon State Prison from provid- -
for occuoancv bv "nrogrcssives iiig enough jobs to keep their in--

and trade unionist-- ! who dare to mates busy). Alcatraz, lor in- -
soeak uo acainst hlffh pr'ces. t-- stance, has a laundry, doing work
tack on labor, and the drive for for the Army and Navy around
wpr." San Francisco; McNeil has a giant

That's just so much bllgewater. cannery: Leavenworth a shoe fac-

tory; another institution processes
Prima Piinfinn tobacco; another makes clothing;runtliun Atlanta makes mail bags. The

goods are sold to other govern-Th- e

primary function of this mental agencies,
camp and others of the same order me.known corporation, Fed-i- s

to take some of the pressure cra, prson Industrles inc., oper-o- ff

federal penal iiKmutiwu to , ,he m
serve as a sort of place o reward made fc throU(?hout the Jed.
for federal prisoners who show that eral on system to pr0videcan be trusted with a measure

' u f outstanding work-o- ffreedom and are willing to work.
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EACH NEW MAN coming to the "H F .. "n 1. n

Tulelake Prison Camp getj thoroughly t
r " -
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interviewed during his first days . V j 4 K ""'"M v tt I , I V ! PI -- fV?
there. Here Capt. Edward R. Simin- - J ? , M " " U ' f"' , . 1" , , M t I If I ' J'J
ski, Superintendent Lemuel Fox and j
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a newcomer get acquainted. h .. Vt i' . J J, 5'c t' " ' ! '1 ' 'i I . i1' 'f 1 fj i...... t ;i(
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Tne people at Tule-- Tulelake in its present operation
any

military compound taken over w
thing to contribute to the profit of
Federal Prison Industries Inc., butused for several years for housing

of transient laborers, and the care
taken of the property was far from J , pride from $1o to S25
good a month pay for some 01 tne men

working at the camp.

Spend Just $10
But regardless of the pay, or

what money a man mav obtain

When the Bureau of Prisons took
over the camp site this spring, an
amazing amount of work needed to
be done to refurbish and repair
Uie buildings and grounds to the
point that thev will be usable in
iha stvi in whii-- h th federal gov
ernment is accustomed. The first from a hobby, suh as leather tool-me- n

brought in were transferees ing. or how they happen to be
from McNeil Island Prison and fixed financially on the outside, an
they were put to work fixing them- - Inmate Is allowed to spend just S10

selves a place to live. The prison- - a month at the camp commissary,
ers are building their own prison. Any other money they obtain or

have is deposited for them in a
In six months several barracks . .'5 account in a Federal Reserve

buildings, a mess hall, officers
quarters and otner buildings of the
45 on the compound have been re- - JtThlt',e ?rettt 'eveler. Among
stored for use, and in another year "e Tulelake inmates right now are
the whole refurbishing Job should 5,?!ple J? had

r!?"ledsome connec- -"b
bp completed, machines up in the

The prisoners work an approxi- - cij ,. . i
mate eight-hou- r day. under the dir- - , Uncl. s Thev cfln snend ust
ection of camp officers who are 510 a month, the same as the fel- - I'. I'' f i - r THE FEDERAL PRISON system allows just under

'

r i

f'4f" . Jr-Z-i p : !: f ,1 V T'Jvfc ' five pounds of food per men per day, weighing . ''" ' - J

r:'T , , I'l V . it right down ot the salt and pepper, and most
, . w--J.v ,:,;.,'.:-- J T ' m inmates gain weight. The camp kitchen is shown

7 i ' abeye- - .J : i' 'i' '
Ny f I . I LIVING QUARTERS for tho inmatoi resemble

i ' ' ' t ' i $ ' -- ejj,. f nothing so much as a military barracks. Much

, " -- Bti7 ,i clothing and equipment in uto at tho campK 0 " fT ' I! y--r-
w7 JT! 'yT i, cast-of- f Navy or Army aar. Bolow is Tule- -

, j' tTSri-- ' I' .I'Jlir lake's equivalent of a coll block.

ONE DAY SOON articles such as these
' I , ' f f
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made by mmates in their spare time will m I If' ' 4
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be on sale at the camp.,. J ' ftt ! ' V. 1 ' I f 11 f, 1

qualified as carpenters, plumbers, to wh only lncome ta wnat ne
electricians and the like. earns by sweat.

One of the buildings being worked
on now is the dispensary. A minor Of course, more money can be

( surgical room Is already in and spent by special permission, for
such things as materials for theoutfitted, as well as a storeroom

of medical supplies obtained from furtherance of hobbies, which are
a U.S. Navy ship mothballed at encouraged, and for educational
Portland. The prison can buy correspondence courses, also

from lald-u- p ships at 10 couraged.
cents on the dollar. A dental room Several of the Tulelake inmates
is being installed now, are lnteresved in various hoouies.

The dispensary is presided over and eventually one of the camp
by a former Navy corpsman, but buildings will be fixed up as a
a Tulelake physician, ur. 1. Spo- - hobby shop. A alsplay case might
mer, has been made a member of be set up so that tneir products
the prison stafl to take care of can be sold to the public,
serious medical work. A dentist most 01 ine men ui xulelake
also is to be added to the staff. eamcu tuur way nuu tuts mumnuiu

Religious services are held each "ii"iiy emu nioun,aui.'B a
Sunaay in a chapei building which Koou recoru at auotiier uisubUon,
is to be revamped later to include hiomam, --ci,.ii hhouw, u"v u --

a motion picture projector. Minis- - ceni. weens several persons nave
ters from Tulelake churches con- - come w xuieiaKe ou uuew ixu- -

auct services. tuice lrom leuerai court, oevcrai
uisu HhVe oeen lroui u
camp on panne or at tne expira-
tion oi uit:r vnne, some to larin- -Quite A Change

FEDERAL PRISM
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ers In the lule.ake area,The federal penal system has
undergone quite a change since he ne idea back of prison camps,
entered it, reminisces Supt. Lemuel sucn as tne one at luieiane, is to

Fox, who started as a Ruard more P'oviuu some incentive lor men
than 20 years ago incarcerated in federal prisons to

with the keeP their "cores clean, so they"in tho'e days the guy

Horprt some measure of freedom not al- -

ni: lowable in a penitentiary or re- -
The change has been from the (ormatnrv

theory of retribution toward tne
theory ot restitution, restoring the 11 I
prisoner's faith in himself and In fVlOre incentive
nis ability to get along with the
lews of society. Then after arrival at the camp,

A big change has occurred in there are still further Incentives
prison personnel. Instead of being for making good, including one

guards hired for their brute very powerful one.

strength, men come into the penal 'me leoerai prison system oper--
service now as career men with utes under a "meritorious good
the title of "correctional officer" tunc" law, uy wiiic.i a ceitaui
and advance by becoming an in- - number oi days each monm are
clructor. being able to instruct men ioppcu on a prisoners sentence if
unaer them in any of the dozens he oenaves himscn. Tills statutory
of trades which today can be "good lime" is live days a month
learned In a big federal prison, fur short ucntences, up to 10 days .

Actually, they're Job foremen. a montn lor longer sentences. In .

Tulelakc, of course, being the addition to that, a man at Tule-- )

baoy of the penal system, and a lake can add norn tnree days to ,

pretty small baby at that, is short I've days a month good time to (

of trades that can be taught the Ms score. ,

InrmUei. Outside of plumbing, car- - It takes a long time to change a

pcnterlng, electrical work, cooking, wnole concept of penology and
ciiintlnff and office work, the op- - punishment, but the change is

are small. But with a ing made throughout the entire fed- -

limited supply of inmates, they are eral system. The Tulelake camp
nil kpnt biinv. rlirht now is something of an ex

(!;.,,,, '1 r. ,11 1 If 1 " .
Tulcleke Is at the lower end of periment, and only timo will tell

the federal prison system, ranking whether it will pan out.

the famed Alcatra at the top, But as of right now, the inmates

along with the five other federal themselves seem to think It will.

penljnliarles at Atlanta, Leaven- - Public acceptance and support
worth, McNeil Island, Terre Haute would help.


