. By HALE SCARBROUGH

A spot check of 27 retail busi-
ness uses, most of them In
Klamnath Falls, taken some weeks
ago by the Stale Tax Commission
showed that 24 of the 217 had un-
dervalued their inventorles for tax-
atlon purposes,

Thepcheck was made in Klaiath
and nine other Oregon countles,
and the result In all 10 counties
was reported to have been about
the same.

As n result a scrutiny of all per-
sonnl property on merchandise of
business houses In Kinmath Counuy
is to be undertaken by the County
Assessor’'s office. The number of
businesses with that type of taxa-

Accountin

ble property Is around 700,

Personal property relurn blanks
were sont to all businesses by (he
Assessor's office nbout the first of
the year, and the property owners
were to fill out the forms and re-
turn  them to the Assessor by
March 2. But ns a result of (ke
findings of the State Tax Commis-
slon's spot check, another blank is
being sent to each taxpayer whose
previous return shows a merchan-
dise inventory, and the return is
to be completed and sent back to
the Assessor by April 1.

In addition, a representative of
the Assessor's office is to call on
ench of the taxpayers within a fow
weeks.

Basic Industry Production }

Hits High Figure; Buying
0ff; Steel Sets New High

By MICHARD FISKE

NEW YORK (M — Basic indus.
tries produced as mnever before
this week. |

And as they kept the factory
wheels whirring with one hand,
they planned bigger plants and
more equipment with the other.

Government reports ed
American businessmen plan to
spend more than 25 billion dollars
this year on new plants and equin-
ment,

That's & new record. Ti's four
per cent above the previous peak,
which was set last year,

But all wasn't as rosy as the
gverall figures indicated.

While government spending car-

Navy Airmen
Keeping Busy

WASHINGTON, (#—It may not |
be an official war, but Naval avia-
tion Is doing more shooting in the
Korean ‘'Police Action' than It did
in the official war against Japan.

Statistics on the part Naval avia-
tion is playing in the present dis-
turbance were given the House Ap-
proprialions Committee by Vice
Adm. John H, Cassady during hear-
ings on the 1953 Navy budgei, The
commitiee made them public Fri-

dny.

'glhroush January, 19562,"— "19
months of war,"” Admiral Cassady
told the committee, Naval aviation
has “Fired about half as much
ammunition, dropped two-thirds as |
many bombs and fired more roc-
keis than we did in the entire Pa-
cific War from 1941 through 1945."

During the 18-month Eorean con-
flict period, he sald, 309 Navy
planes were lost fo enemy action,
oll but one to ground fire.

Elks Plan
Huge Parade

EUGENE—At the slate-wide Elks
convention here June €7 and 8 pre-
liminary plans calling for a EEBH.
tic parade to include clowns, bands,
ficats and the colorful governor's
guard are almost completed ac-
cording to Bob Turner, parade
chairman,

Gov. Douglas McKay has been
invited to lead the parade schedule
for Fridsy, June 6, Turner said.

Dick Reed, general chairman, an-
nounced today that plang have been
made for thescomplete redecorating
of the large Eugene Elks lodge to
be completed in time for the three
dey meet.

More than 300 men have been
appointed to carry out the exten-
sive plans for the convention to
include & trap shoot, golf tourna-
ment, & big name band for the
dress ball and to complete arrange-
ments for the circus theme adopted
for the conclave,

According to Wm, A. Van Nuys
housing is well under control with
700 unils already reserved In ad-
vance to take care of the expected
5,000 Elks.

Jardine Death
Learned Here

Word has been received here of
the dealh in Goderidge, Ont., Ca-
nada, of George E, Jardine, 170,
brother-n-law of Mrs. R. G. Mot-
schenbacher, 803 Walnut, |

Jardine died March 18, and fu-
neral services were held March
22, Burvivors include two sons, two
daughters, and the widow,

BLIND RADIO EXPERT
VICTORIA, B. C. |P—Jack Alt-
wood, 30, who became blind at 11,
s & licensed amateur radlo opera-
tor and member of the Amateur
Rndio Emergency Corps. He oper-
stes his radio set' unaided, and

ried some industries to new helghts,
the consumer kept a tight grip
on his purse strings and civillan
goods manufacturers sulfered.

The extent {o which defense buy-
ing entered the pleture was re-
flected in the kev indicators.

Steel tonnage was at a record
high for the fourth straight week.
The miils worked at 102.4 per rent
of rated capacity to turn out 2,-
131,000 net tons of ingots and steel
for casiings.

Crude oil production hit a new

nk of $6,324.450 barrels. Automo-

ile production was 131,181 units,
the highest since last September.

The needy textile industry was
asked to bid on some substantial
government business.

The Army was in the market for
about 40 milllon yards of cotlon
duck and some 30 million yvarvds of
cotton  webbing,

The U.S. engineers asked for of-
fers of 51 million sand bags to be
made from burlap or osnaburgs.

The civillan side of the textile

market was not as bright,
however. A bit of buying early m
the week wias a flash In the pan,
Onee over, the market lapsed back
into the doldrums.

During the week the government
authorized production increases of
passenger cars, washing machines
and other consumer goods afier
July L

A slight decline in the allotment
of metals to military uses made
the increases possible, according

to the Defense Production Admin-

Istration.

Caution was a watchword on the
New York Stock Exchange most of
the week. But on Thursday and
Fridsy strength in ralls and ocils
Tem the market ahead substantial-
¥,

] .
oq Tie-up

BEND P— Bend volers may be
asked egaln whether they want
does resirained from running loose.

For & decade the question of
keeping dogs tled up, fenced in or
on leesh has been hotly argued
here, There was first an advisory
vote and the people approved a
tie-up ordinance. Then in 1850 ano-
ither advisory vote prompted repeal
of the ordinance,

Now the city attorney is drawing
up = petition for a November vote
on the question sgain — only this
time the tle-up would extend
throughout the vear Instead of just
during the gardening season. The
intent 15 to make the decision bind-

ing rather than advisory to the
city commission.

Child Burns To
Death In Yard .

VAN NUYS, Callf. ® — A dog
house ecaught fire PFriday =and
burned 4-year-old James Cousins to
death while his mother looked on
ureware of his presence.

The child had gone into his back
yard to piay &fter {inishing his
afternoon nap, sald his mother
Mrs, F. H, Cousing, The body was
discovered by firemen,

GAVEL FROM WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON ® — A gavel
made from White House “dead-
wood"” will provide a kickoff line
for Iowa's Hepublican convention,
April 4. “Deadwood from the White
House to start our campaign to
gel more deadwood out of the White
House," sald Rep. Dolliver (R.-Ia.)
who made the gavel from a nlank
torn loose in rebullding the Presi-
dent's home.

HERALD AND NEWS, KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON

Business Houses Feud Over
g For Personal Property Tax

Assessor Otls Metsker sald John
Newman, depuly in the olfice, Is
to mnke the personal calls. Mots-
ker requested in the County Court
| for $2,350 to finance the additionnl
work. but the Court cut the amount
to £2,000,

Metsker, In a form letter sent to
each of the merchandise properiy
owners, sald that the re<check of
refurns = not being made to se-
cure more tax money, but Is o
try to equalize property tax oay-
ments,

1
|
|

|  Under the law, businesses are
supposed to mpke n report of the
trug cash value of merchandise as
of Jan, 1. The personal property
assessiment and consequently the
tax Is being based on that figure.

The law provides a $10 per «ay
penalty for intentional failure to
file a return, and declares inten-
tional filing of n false or fraud-
lent return s perjury.

Personal properly assessments
are made and taxes levied also nn|
furniture and fixtures (excluding
household  furniture and  fure
| nishing=), improvements on federal
| lands, machinery, farm equipment, |

livestock and other tvpes of prop-
| erty, but the present recheck of
| valuations 15 dealing only with
| merchandise.
| The Tax Commission’s spot check |
| was supposed to have been repre-
sentative of various types of retail
businesses, large and small, includ-
ing groveries, hardware stores,
clothing stores and the like.

The results showed that 24 of the
27 merchandizse owners put down
figure on their return that was less
| than the cost value of the property
| to assessed; two put down a
{igure that was correct, and one
merchant of the 27 over-valued
his stock-in-trade.

The under-valuation went as far
| down as 10 per cent of the cost
| figure, the Tax Commission report-
| ed, but the bulk ranged from 50
| to 70 per cent.

[ Personal property taxes are fig-
ured on a basis of 35 per cemt of
| the true cash vaiue of taxnble
| property. If a merchant's stock-in- |
| trade has & true cash value of|
| $4.000, the Assessor's office takes
i55 per cent of that, or £1,400, and
that is the assessed value.

The tax to be pald Is figured

{rom the assessed value, by apply-

Interior Fund |
Bills Goes On

WASHINGTON ! — A 5486,248,-
253 Interior Department Rppropriz-
tion bill, passed by the House,
headed toward the Senate Friday

The house passed toe bill hy o
volce vote Thursday, after cutting
$6,186,510 from recommendations
of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, That groun already hee
chopped more than 20 per cent from
President Truman's recommended
$686,001,800.

In addition, the House adopted
the amendment of Rep., Jenzen
(R.-Towa), which will permit the
depariment to fill only one of every
four vacancies until it has reduced
its staff by 10 per cent.
| Not hit by the amendment are
fleld personnel, employes of the
Geologleal Survey and Bureau of
Mines, or seasonnl and casugl
employves.
| “As zent to the Senate the bill
also containg $180,755,400 for the

| Bureu of Reclamation, $66.523,400

| for Bonneville Power Administrc-
| tion construction, $74.051 426 for the
Bureau of Indlan Affairs, £20827./
| 000 for the Natlons! Park Service, |
$12,702.000 for the Fish and Wilh- |
| life Service, and $72.985,000 for the |
| various actlvitles of the Office ol
| Territories,
| None of lhese items way eut be-
low recommendations of the House
| committee.

_— L

Rats, You Can’t
Win This Battle

DETROIT '® — The Health De-|
partment a few weeks ago ordered |
| Mrs. Mary Winglield to ml-prcui|
| her home.

Ehe did. Friday, inspectors re-
ported: ““No rats can get in. Now|
the trouble is, the rats that are|
in can't get out.,” |

Ordinance Judge John D, Watts |
dismissed the case against Mrs.
Wingfield for not having a rat-
proo! house but told her to stop
harboring wild rodents by May 23.

ing the millage of the particular
location of the business,

1f the small store with the $4,000
stock-ln-lrnde were  located In
Klamath Falls, where the current
mileage rate lts 83.8, the tax levied
agninst that store’s merchandise
would be $134.12 (31,400 nssessed
valuation multiplled by the 058
millnge rate).

The Klamnth Falls lax rate is a
combinntion of the general country
millage, the elementary and KUHS
rate and the eity rate, The county
nnd school millage totsl 73,3 mills,
the city rate is 225,

If that particular store was lo-
cated out in the country, awayv
from city and varlous district tax-
ntion, where the millage rate is
539, the tax on Its merchandise
would be $78.26, The country mill-
REe rate, outside of special taxing
districts, Is just a combination of
the general county rate and the
county school rale.

But i that particular store owner
put down his tiue cash valuation
al, say, just 2,000 instead of $4,000,
and got by with it, the tax he
would pay would be just hall what
it is supposed to be under the law
Instend of paying $134.12, the store

Being here In town, he would only

pay $67.06
And because the local govern-
ments  figure out what property

taxes are to be paid by first oe-
termining how much money is to
be tuken by taxation and then ap-
plying that figure to property ns-
sessed valuations to determined tie
millage rates, Inequities wappear
when the assessed valumtions are
wrong. A person or firm getting
by with an incorrectly low assers.
ment, then, is not paying its righy
ful share of the property tax bur-
den and other property owners
whose property 15 assessed ol

high rate the correct [figure or
even an excessive figure—as in the
case of one small store found In
the Tax Commission's spot chrck—

| are paying more than their equita-

bie =hare.

The personnl property tax law is
not an entirely equitable one, (-
self. Particularly is it open to
tack on the arbitrary Jan, t-iu-
ventory date. Certain types of
stores, groceries, for instance, twn
their stock over many tmes =a
venr, but are assessed for only
whit they have on hand at that
arbitrary date. Other types of hus-
nesses, & hardware store, for in.
stance, might not completely turn
its stock over once in  several
years 50 It gels taxed severa)
times on particuler ftems in stock.
A rack of hammers, as an exam-
ple, might be bought this yvear but

Inol completely sold out for throe

or four Years. But the remaining
hammers in that rack would be
taxed each Jan. 1 until disposed of,
no matter how many years it
might take.

Particially every other type of re-
tail business can point out situa-
tions which arise under the per-
sopal property law which are ri-
diculously unequal. For one thing.
it's hard to determine “true cash
value™ of merchandise. It might be
the cost price. bul siyvle changes,
seasonal changes and many other
{factors can change a merchant's
opinion of what the stock he has
on hand is really worth at any
given time.

A couple of years ngo the Sinte
Legisiature set up an interim tax
study committee nnd the commit-
tes looked into the personnl prop-
erty tax situntion determining that
the law might be unjust, That
group concluded—and many busi-
nessmen agreed—that a flat rare
gross sales tax to apply to the re.
tall sales of all businesses =hould

replace the personal properiy levy.
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Mac's' Farm

5629 South 6th

Delivery Price
of the new TO-30
Ferguson Tractor

YOUR FERGUSON TRACTOR & IMPLEMENT DEALER

Equipment

Phone 8531

local church.

NOW IN PROGRESS
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH

Bth end Oak Street

Hear — Mathan Evangelistic Party

Pre-Easter
REVIVAL

SINGERS - MUSICIANS - PREACHERS
SERVICES NIGHTLY AT 7:30

(Except Saturday and Monday)

Tune in 6:30 p.m. Saturday over KFJI ., .and
9:00 a.m. Sunday over KFLW for programs of

ALL WELCOME

Rev. Dan Bayliss ,Pastor

| with playback ot 10:15 until conclusion of the game , . . All

Carmen Asked
To Hold Action

PORTLAND i — AFL Btreel-
carmen's unlon members  Pridey
woero  urged by thelr  board  of

directors to postpone thelr April 1
strike deadline for one week,

The workers hnve demanded a
18 cent hourly wage incrense and
other comtract benefits. But  the
Portlnnd Tractlon Company has re-
fused to arbilrale unless the City
Counell grants w Iare  increase

C. W. Van Avery, Interontional
|representnlive of the unlon, recom-
tmended  the postponement  Pridoy
Lo ey to work out a solution to the
problem of fares nnd wogeés,

The vnkpny wfll yote on the bonrd's
recommendation Sunday.

| Your need for aute Insurance s
| =renter (han ever. Hans Norland
| Insurance, 627 Pine S5t Phone:
IRELTER - vy

ARTHUR W. BRAMHALL
Jr., 19, will visit his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Bramhall, here before re-
turning to San Francisco to
duty on the USS Hopewell,
destroyer on which he has
seen aclion off the coast
of Korea. He was best man
this week for a twin broth-
er, Joseph Neil, married in
San Francisco and will be
accompanied home by his
mother and younger broth-
er Ray. Joseph also has
been in the combat zone.
Arthur joined the navy in
July 1950 while a junior in
KUHS. He reports back for

duty April 7.
e i | INSULATED SIDEWALL SHAKES
DIVORCE | ® NEW = SENSATIONAL
| LOS ANGELES i — Barbarn ® NO PAINTING EVER NECESSARY
Payton has sued for n divorce from | ® CUTS FUEL BILLS DRASTICALLY
Franchot Tone nnd says she hos | e SAVES REPAIR BILLS
made up with Tom Neal, who nroke | o TERMITE PROOF

Tone's nose in n fight st summer
over her aflfections

By filing her sult Priday the sct.

Add years ot lfe to your bame sith
Panelahaie — an ourstanding 1

;5‘:{!}_ l\[ugklvrkl the  possibility  uf

defaut, Trial of his Action wihow s s fhoul B o

c'-lnnh-\t had been sot for April 5 it heat, cold, wind, dust, and
AN EASY WAY TO HAVE A | 1o comir. dorsuiisg sns weoe

: PI*NO use inxulated wid 1 Panslahakes

Guaranteed applicatios
Tom can rent & lavelr mew spinei plane | Ertimates given withour abligation.
from the Lo . Mann Plans Com- | Call ur today!

pany, 118 N, Tih, sl & law man
rale, Alter a renvamahle time you
it yon wish, change H

chasa agreement. The sent already [T enrls oo 'n
I all coedited to your purchase sresunt

and no“cl.an n-;ln payment In meces- Ph 6161

ary. * menikly payment be |

liftle higher than remt. Or, if » I one

fer. yeu can continee is rent

Join in Worship at
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.
North Eighth and Washington
SUNDAY, MARCH 30

9:45 a.m., Sunday School Time

11:00 a.m., Morning Worship: Sermon,
"“Hindronces to Prayer’
6:15 p.m., Training Union Time
7:30 p.m. Evening Weorship: Sermon,
“Victory on a House Top"

FILM STRIP, “Good News,” ot 6:15 p.m.

Dr. E. M. Causey
Pastor

GENE WOODS, Insurance

Chortered Life Underwriter,
Chertered Property and Casualty Underwriter

122 South Ninth Phone 6369
Klamath Falls, Oregon
INSURANCE ACCOUNTS SOLICITED
ON AUDIT AND ANALYSIS BASIS
Fire . . Casualty . . Auto . . Life
Top Old Line Companies Only

By MARJORIE: OVGARD

As | live ond breathe—<cigar smoke—it's a boy! Yes, it's
a son and heir for the Floyd Wynnes, born Thuridey night end
weighing 6 Ibs, V2 oz, He's the Wynnas' Hrst child, and the
nama’s Steven Earl, Mother and beby both doing nicely, end 10's
Floyd since wa tied the bellast to his feet to keep him grounded,
Maternal grandparents Mr, end Mrs. J. O, Svegorden of 322 No.
9th are also mighty proud.

Two new religious progroms have been edded to KFLW's Sunday
programming recently. “The Church in the Home"' is now heard from
12:30-1, feoturing Dr. Fred Jordon as speaker. His topic for tomorrow
will be ""Have Faith in God,"" Lee Shelley, direcior of their loreign Mis-
sionary Department will be guest speoker and will tell about his mis-
sionary work in Hiroshimo ofter the dropping of the atom bomb . . .
The other progrem Is “Herald of Truth,” sponsared by the Church of
Christ, ond originating from Abilene, Texas, tramcribed. 11's heord at
4:30 p.m.

President Marry 5. Truman will be heard in e speciol addren
tonight at B:30 en ABC. The oceasion v the annuel Jeflarson-
Jaekson Day dinner being held in Washington, D.C. About this
some time daughter Margaret will be welking on stoge for her
concert in Portland. Wish | could be there te hoar her sing. Waould
like to drew my own unpolitically biased opinion of her singing.

Film star Ann Sheridon will be special interview guest on the
“"Betty Crocker Magozine of the Air" Monday ot 3:00.

! Baseball fans . . . Pacitic Coest League broodcasts will be
coming your wey direct fram KFLW this year, end starting this
very next Tuesday night. As far as we know, this is the first
time Pacific Coast Leoque boll hos been broadcest in Klamoth
Falls. Broadeasts will come over a special Oregon network, with
Rollie Truitt end Bob Blackburn, Portlend sportscosters, doing
the play-by-play. KFLW will pick up the games ot 8:30 on Tues-
doys, Wednesdoys end Soturdoys, ot B:45 p.m. en Thursdays
ond Sundeys, and ot 10:15 p.m. on Fridoys, The irreqular start-
ing times are due to network complications. Dugen & Mest's
10:00 p.m. will Hi at its lar time nightly, H A
fans won't miss any ploy action, o8 it will bo recorded ot 10:00

indications ere that the Portlond Beovers will be a ton divislon
club this year and should provide very interestina baseball for
Klamoth Falls fons. If enough local interest ks evidenced, the
entire 26 weeky series will be carried.

A new musical shew starts Monday. I1's "BAB's TV" and will
be heard daily Monday through Friday at 5:45. Listen in!

-
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SINCE | BEGAN

DRINKING

MILK

INSTEAD OF COFFEE
WITH TWO OF MY
MEALS EACH DAY!

Cook with and serve
GRADE“A”

Zadocia

ICE - COLD MILK!

 KLAMATH BASIN GRADE A PRODUCERS

Nothing is so
refreshing as
a glass of

LOA *




