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*The good men do
them; the evil 18 oft ine
bones™ 1Is the |
bulidings? |
pieture and read
the Hotel Hall bullding

Holdup!

It was to this corner that the
Bank moved shortly after the oue
and only bank boldup this county
has ever known. Not that the hold-
up precipitated the move. The quar-
ters were already under alterations
d this happened.

However, the holdup was an ex-
citement to (he community and
things were dated from it for some
. Alex Martin Jr. cashier, was

employe in the bank at
, and Dan J. Zumwalt the
tomer, The two holdup men
the windaw clothed in long
wearing mosquito bet
hats and faces, Don says,
a most effectual disguise.
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. Just then the men came
demanded the cash, which
limited amount. Later
caught and most of the
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yunning from year to year. | ing department. some of them even
The owners of the store decided | ta¥ing that inasmuch as the bank
that since they were doing & bank- | used their money for long stretches
ing business they might as “nrn A time, why wasn't it just as
take out a charter, which was done | ®quitable that they use the bank's
and an archway cut in the rear | money?
of the store into an adjoining room Laughed
of decidedly limited space.qnd here | In time. however, everyone adapt-
the first bank was started. ed himself to the new armangement of &
Moved with the exception of cne ecattle
When these quarters were out- | firm, and Mr, “Jerry™ Martin, presi-
grown the building on the corner | dent of the bank, simply laughed
of d4th and Main was leased and to | at the continuéd insistence on over-
this corner the bank moved. This | drawing and instructed the bank's
old bank was regarded by its cus- | employes to charge all those checks
tomers much as the father in a fam- | to his own account and keep a list-
fly Is by his children—as head of
the group, to be respected. to be
deferred to, to be cussed occasion-
ally, but always to be depended
upon in time of need.
In fact the Klamath County bank '
was 50 much & part of its customers’ | | *
lives a2 to prove embarrassing to
the organisation at times. Por in-
stance, the habit of some depositors
when needing money to neglect the
formality of consulting the banks | |-
management and simply issuing | |
checks against the organimtion re- |
gardless of the lack of funds to|
meet the paper.
Overdrafis !
Of course all banks run up
against overdrafta and carcless ac-
eounting by depositors, but even in T
those days it wis not entirely usual |
for overdrafts of from 835000 to
$45,000 to be regarded with favor.
However, the old Klamsth County
bank knew that its cattlemen and !
other businessmen were certain to N
liquidste the overdrafts upon sale M!..fﬂmo
of their commodities. Pinally the Ask for HOOD'S CHEEZ'D POPCORN
state banking d SALTED NUT MEATS + Other Products

remarked to Alex that he had |
dup and Alex said it did |

] Building Sale Recalls Stories
Of Early Days in the Klamath Falls Area

rom its hiding place | THE OLD KLAMATH COUNTY BANK occupied quarters in the building now known os
on the corner | Hotal Hall, Fourth and Main, in the early years of the century. Left. the lote Loslie Rogers

land A. R. “Orb" Campbell, now a Klamath county rancher. Both were with the bank for a

the store and trading the credit this habit found this quite
eredit balances | reasanable on the part of the bank-

ty bank oceu- | number of years

un-

ing of them in otie of the passbooks | The progresa of a drinking bout

then in use.
This was done, und ofien he was

WAS even more apparent from the

| first wavering until the final capit-

currying these men to the sum of | ulation
$30,000 or $40.000 without a scratch [ All of these bits of human intorest

of a peny on their part 1o show the

indebtedness, Interest was [igured |

or human frajlty were asx securely
Jocked away in the minds of the

monthly on the account and added | employes ax was the cash in the

to the principal. It is also interest- |

ing to remember that the going rate
of interest was 10 per cent.
Sacred

The banker of those days wWis as
familiar with the personal details
customier’s lfe as was his
physician or minister. and held the
knowledge just as sacred. However,
the employes never falled to wateh
with interest the progress of a love
affalr from the first present to the
purchase of the engagement ring,
as exhibited by the checks issued.

of the fine
cuts of beef
that go into

A hearty “main dish” for
LESS THAN 20¢
A SERVING!!

viult at night, and have possed
from memory ms have the persons
concerned In them.

Many interesting and exciting
things filled the lives of the small
banking force of this old Klamath
County bank and a few of the in-
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clderts in which the participanis
were not looal charmeters could be
relited now with o fear of in-
discretion, During the time the
Lank was housed in the bullding
conorrned In this paper Klamuth
evunty was enjoying local option
Boolleggres

With  local option  there  were
always professional bootleggers, One
‘nl these, now long dead, and who
was not named Ben Brown but who
for the sake of brevity will be so
‘r.nll&d_ had been caught, convicted
and sentenced to 30 days in ihe
county Snil and & Noe of $500, He
bind a substantial bank account al
the sherif! brought Wm inte the
bank where he wrole & check for
tha $300 and presented it to A R
1 O Camphell for payment

Orh walked into the vaull and
| Lealte Rogers told him that there
was A wrapped package of cur-
wney containing S500 in the man-
ganese safe. Ork ploked §t up and
walked back to his window, bot
Leslie remembered that he had
viapped S1000 instead of 300, snd
[called this information 1o Orb,
which the latier did not hear and
the package was handed to Ben
That night when the bovs went (o
balanee, of course they were short
$500, and comparing notes they
knew where the shortage wa

The two boys went over to the
| fal! and asked Brown for the motey
He (declared that he and his wile
| had both counted 1t and found it
contained only 8500 which had heen
turtied over to the sheriff. Ruefulls
the boys returned to the bank and
decided to awalt the relurn  of
Alex Martin Jr., cashier and man-

aper of the bank from his Portland
|trip. Upon Alexs relurn be =
mediately told and he got the

sheriff to bring Brown over to his
office. There he faced the boot-
legger and sald: “Ben, both the
bovs know you got 81000, and Al
Momyer knows it. and it's up to
Four to return the $500

“That Was Thal'

“Honest, Alex, there was only 500
in the package.” the man declared,
s that was that. Leslie and Orb
decided that one was as much to
blame as the other so each signed
a note for $250 and prepared to face
wame lean months, for 8500 was
quite & pocketful of money in Uhowe
days. At the end of the 30-day iall
sentence Brown walked (nto the
bank and stopped at the square
table which stood in the center of
the lobby, Orb was at his window
and Leslie at the other, and the
thought went through each mind
that Brown was preparing to with.
draw his account

Presently the man presented a
check to Orb for $500, which Osb

—
siletitly eashed, Brown took the  Dork "'I'h.ll nwight he hired o jitney |
money, walked acrosx (0 Leslle's | ang was driven o Alturas. In the

window and thrust it through, say-
ng
Conscience

Hoys, 1 thought 1 could be n
thief but 1 find T can't, When my
wite and T oounted the thousand
Wi Blgvred we eould pay the flne
and have our money oo, but 1 eant
do 1" Soowy after that he left the
community and Iater we heard of
his death

In talking this old story aver with
O Jast night over the phone 1
heard him wmwemur: “Dumb  (rick
ot to count the money before give-
tng 1t o Hrown

“However, we had po  labeled
wrappers in those days, owrrency
was Nttle used an gold wan the
medium of exchange and while it
mway seem odd today, It was ex-
cussble considering the custons at
the time. The boys and Alex and 1
vere all very happy to walch the
destruction of the two toles™

Main Street Abus

All of Main streel was abum one
morning with & story that & ohe-
jegged man named Dork oagain the
rame 8 Getitious) hiad drifted into
trwn, coitacted m real estate man
eid indieated & hunger for eonsid-
etuble local property. He diyplayed
a draft for 40000 on & New York
pank and asked o be Introduced
to & bank here. The real estate
sgent took lim to & loeal bank, not
the Klamath County, and Dork des
pocited the draft. Profesalng the
need Tor sotne cash to make deposita
on property the bank advanced him
£1000 against the collection. That
wht the thousand dollars aceoms
Dork left the com-

. Forgery

The deaft. of course, was returned
from New York as a lorgery. Some
thme  tearly s month  afterward
nrother real sstate broker, also long
sinee’ dend brought a man to the
Klzmath County bapk, introducing
o Alex, and man produced
a draft for the same sum us Dork’s,
540,000, drawn an our correspondent
New York bank, the Chase National

The man laughed as he presented
the large draft and sald he unders
stood one of the banks had haed
the misfortune to sdvance money
canlnst a large New York dralt some
tune before, but he simply wished
ta leave thin with us for collection
nd would not presume to ask for
nit advance on 11 That night Alex
wnt u night letter to New York
and leamed that this was another
forgery

To Alturas
The man had evidently committed
himself to the real estate broker
before he had heard the story of

New Shipment
Just Arrived

All Wool Worsted.

tirning when the jitney driver got
up wnd sought his pasenger (0
collect the fare Lhe passenger had
shipped  sway and har not  been
henrd from stice

Alex Martin was president of the
bank at that thioe and his lndguage
war both pleturesque and  potent,
Many pithy saylugs are still in use
which were origtnated by Mr. Mar-
tn, “Uncle Jerry™ to many

One day Alex Jr. had an iguiry
wbout somie lots which had  oeen
Platted by & promoler, who happily
was it » local man. The lots nad
heen sold by this Essterner to school
teachers, clerioal workers and others
In the eastert states under the
representation that Khanath Falls
wis a town with a future, which it
W, anid that the lots could well
make & fortune for & buyer

Fanviful

Ax e lots were Jocated over the
ridge  belilnd .t he present Hot
HSprings  addition, this was  eather
fanciful. Alex handed Mr, Martin
the letter and sald: “What shall I

tel! thenh the lois nre worth, dad ¥
“Tell them the lota jJust Iack aix
bits of being worth & damn”
rumbled his father. Prom that time
en the bank foree had a good
phivase to express perfect worthiess-
nes

Upstalen over tha bank two young
attorneys had just hung out their
shingles, Hotace Manning and
Richard Shore (Dick) Smith, the
Litter still & Columbia foothall hero
An older attarney, Juldge Dinke, al=o
lgsg siice passedd away, also had
hie offive up there. Judge was a
brillant lawyer bul  addicted to
mondy spells which sulminated in
heavy drinking

Falthful Companlon

e had an immense Bt Bernard
g with great, bloodshot eyes, and
this faithiul companion always tried,
with not much success, to gulde the
Jitge's waverlig tootsteps, The two
wety & familiny sight along Main
stioet 0 those dave when everyons
kiew everyoiin elw

On ALh street i the same bulld-
oy with the bank, Don J. Zumwalt,

(Continued on Page 11
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Oregon Hillbillies

Music by

a warm lining in and out
depending on the weather

® Gabardines ® Black
®* Men's Wear ®* Brown
® Sharkskin * Green
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Fleeces

Boxy

of course!
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