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Historic Old Alturas
Has Stable, Thriving
Business, Sleek (attle

By BILL JENKINS

OW Country!

There's still & Jot of 1t laft sround the Alturas country. You flnd that
out wheh you drive through. Pick-ups, some carrying the scratched,
painted or burned brands of their outfita, are lined wp along the curbe
High heeled boots Doat & staccato tatton on ihe streeta of this bustling
little ity acrams the Calilfornia loe

Lish green mieadows extend up to the very edge of thia town of
nearly 4000 persann and aleek Herefords grase along the Three Flags
highway that cifa through Alturas

While cattle ranching i still the major industry of the area. the
sitioke from lumber milla rises tnio the aky from the twn mills i Al
turas {tsal! and from the mills in Canby, a few sboct miles (o the north

- - -
HE history 6! Alturns goes back 10 the early days of the West amd
well Nlled with stortes of roaring adventure In Indian fights, cattle
feirds and the rigors of life th the maw and untamed West of the latter
10th contury.

Pirst settlers ab 1he site of what ls dow Alturas were thive hrothers
Prealey, Carles and Columbus Dorrie who took up adjoining home-
steads in the aren in 1870, Presley had seen the Pit River valley be-
fore, in 1848 while on duty with the army during the Mexican war,

Impressed by the possibilities of the mew land he brought his kin with | =

him to carve a new home.

To aid them in thelr mnching work the brothers bullt a crude but
sirotg bridge across the P, which was for many years the pnly crosa-
ing of that stream. Within four short years a small but ambitious
settloment had grown up around the bridge site. The village was knuvwn
an Dorris Bridge, and contalned = gemeral merchandise store, [very
stables, & Bbotel and In 1854 a room was added to the store building
1o holuse a post office. This structure bumed In 78 but was replaced
with & bullding of native stone that s still standing and in use.

T this time Dorris Bridge was still in Sikskiyou county. That county

tovered the entire area now embraced by both Siskiyven and Modoc
counties. Betilers in the region became aroused over the difficulties of
the long. hard trip to Yreka, the county seat, and agitated for & divi-
slon of the area. On Pebruary 17, 1574 an sct of the California legis-
Iature crealed Modpe eouniy. The town of Dorris Bridee was decreed
as the seat of county government until otherwine provided by law

In 1878 & community vote changed historic Dorris Bridge to Alturas
Alturas is an Indian word meaning “Top of the Mountaln™ and ts Hier-
ally true in this case. Alturas lies In the center of a high platean and
the ground alopes sway from i€ to the east, south and west

Fort L, to the east in Surprise valley, was created in 1865,
and helped to hold down the depredations of the various Indian tribes
including Modocs. Piutes and an occasional invasion by the Bhoshanes,
More ranchers brough! their herds into the ares and started the estab-
lshment of this inland catile empire. -

ARLY day cattlemen drave their catile as far ss Marmville, Cotton-

wood and Andersan to resch railroads where they could ship There
are still many residents of Alturas who took part in these drives and
who can tell vivid tales of the rugged trips

In 1009 the first railrvad reached Alturas, & narrow gauge line
which ran %o the city from Reno. This road waa taken over by the
Bouthern Pacific when they put in thelr line from Alturas to Lake.
view, thus putting Alluras on = in Une railrmad
Alturas i» & U symbol of this alow but steady
te industry, always one of the most stable in the
tended toward strong growth rather than a boom growth

subsequent drops in b and popul There are 10 empty
industrial buildings in the city tnday. Stores and shops ¢o a thriving
businiesa with assured demand for the goods and services of each
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of the 1920s that "boom™ peeped over the horizen. The Pickering
Lumber company annouticed In June of 1828 plans to build n §!.000.000
mill unit in Alturas which would supply employment for some 1500

when completed. In October of the same the Southern Pacific
plans 1o make Alturss a division on the Portland tn

o the mill with & two-year
hates were built in the town, but there
or foremight. Consequently the city was
were conoerned. The water system was
fell far short of the minimum and streets

th demanded that the city improve sewage
The lumber company threstened o move o
site for the samie reasons and demanded paved streets on top
The city went oul and spent over $300.000 to do this

-

Tm came the crash

The miil had been buill and machinery ordered but !t never came
This followsd shortly by the death of Pickering and

coOmpAny

changed the 8P plans and the promised division

in the hole. And no ready cash io get out. But again
the citizens came through. They paid off the
dallar and squered away for future growth.

That that growth came steadily la pointed out In the sparious. well-
eqtiipped schools and in a greatly expanded budiness district Mills came
into thelr own, adapted 1o & smaller scale operation. Smaller acale but
steadily growing. Today huge lumber trucks roll aleng the highways in
teady procesgion.

- -
AKE & look i the ares around Alturss foday:

It draws trade from a number of smaller towns in that ares, such
#s Likely, Canby, Adln, Davis Creek and Lookout Prom the Burprise
valley area to the east come the people of Cedarville. Fort Bidwell,
Lake City and Eagleville.

To the north and west of Alturas les a hall million acre wilder.
ness appropriately ealled the Devil's Garden. An area of lava rocks and
sagebrush—but pocketed over the entire mres with beautiful valieyn
! where manch have taken up their trade

It wan in this ares somo 40 or 50 years ago thati the once-famots
Triangle ranch reached its heyday. It was one of the storied ranches
of the period and at one time supported not only & large operation with
attendant buildings and stock enrrals and what not, but operated
store and school and had & post office located there,
the south lies one of the richest pasture and hay aress in the
st Both the South snd North Porks of the Pit river flow around
this aren alomg with creclts (oo numersus to name that offer water to
irrigate the land. Ranchers grow enough hay on these and other areas
that they never have to ahip cattle put of the country for the winter
months but feed them on home lota.

Also in the south, wlightly east of Likely, les the biggest- bed of
peat moss it the northern hemisphere. This peat is mined during the
dry sumnier months and countless carlomds of it shipped to the south
for use by nurseries and other places needing fta ald to the satl

To the west jie vast areas of pumice soil, now so highly prized In
the making of pumice blocks for bullding, Many firma In the arem are
engaged in manufecturing the beicks made from the apecial sand,
which Is mined on an epen pit basty and s ro pure that litle need be
done but to sermtch off the sagebrush and larger rocks

‘T the north and east is found & deposit of & pecullar sand called

Perlite

sz.rrs i » gy colored sand which when heated with a special
process expands and forma the basls of s new ineulating material,

A fairly lurge depesit of this ls now being worked and shipments are

being made by truck and rail

In the alr transportation plcture Alturas stands high ss a “probable”
for feeder alrline serviee wia Boosnza Alrlines. Bonanma, If and when
the case is reopened, has applied for service from Phoenixz to Klamath
Falls with peveral Intermediate stops. Alturas would utilies the war-
time army fleld bullt seven miles north of town for this service. The
field war bullt as an emerxency landing strip for B-26s and has more
than enough runway space for any cotimercial ships now operating
of this route, One feature of the feld is that in taking off ta the
south from the Ume the plane’s wheels leave the ground the actusl
flight may be made downhill for the next 38 miles

In the olty of Alluras they are getting under way with s $182.000
eivie improvement project which will see greatly expanded services for
waler and sewage systems. This entails the ainking of severn] new welly
AL strategio polnts arotund the town and an extension of sewsie facilis
ties designed to give adequate servioe both now and In the fulufe
ahosld there be an appreciable growth of the city,

The hospital s currently being enlarged by the addition of a 98-
bed unit, conmtruetion of which Is expected to be enmpleted in the fest
few months, An elght-bed unit & Also going up in Cedaryille These
Are financed by a three-way diviulon of the expenses by federal, atato
knd county funds
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UNTING and flshing in the area is considered some of (he best in
the state and thousands of huntera flock to the flelds and sireams
for & crack al deer and ducks and geese. not to speak of the eager
Wialtona who come in search of fiah, A large antelope herd i Iocated |

ot

SALUTE DAY visitors in Alturas and Conby last week were

startied by the red painted foces of many of the youngsters

on the Alturas streets. 1t was
Union high school. Here
tor the freshman reception

Left

freshman initiation day at Mo-
three seniors load up the pop
Jim Souther receives o cose

of soft drinks from Jim Austin. Kenny Austin is in the back

ground

In the area which offers hunting

MIVes 85 & tourist attraction at al
Speaking of tourista, heres

chamber of commerce LUy

offices af the XC and O rallroad
private offices and apartments, wa
the general outline of hw miso
People dr:
and then w
misslon arent being used is there
of them?

In sctual fact only ane of the bells s made for

one
Tourista passing by always mark the old

durtng special season perfods and
1 times

that keeps the Modoo County
This old structure, now cut up into
a bullt many years age and follows
s seatiered throughout California,

hrough spot the high old bell tower and the bells in it
back to the local chamber

It the bells in that abandoned
any chanice that we might buy one
the

sctiunl e

others being dummies. And the one that Is In use lan't for sale Tough

luck.

Officers of Home Extension
Units Get Special Training

Officers of the extension service
units throughosut the county will re-
turn to thelr respective groups with
a clearer conception of thelr duties
as leaders as & renult of the ine
structitn offered them on “Ollicers
Training Day.”

There to instruid the women on
thelr duties and to expiain the pro-
gram for & new year af extension
work were Franees Clinton, assist~
ant atate leader af the home exten-
stony stall, and Mary Gleen, home
extenslon deminstration agent.
oFollowing the introduction of Mo
slon staff, anda Mary Glenn, hotne
of tho county committes, Mrs. Ray
Garrison, cottnty ghalrman, presid.
o 4l the business meeting M E
E Elpstrick led the group In sing-

Mrs. Kilpstrick, n delegate to the
state cenvention also gave a rmport
o6 councll act ex, and Mra. Mark
Tayler explained the revison of
standard unit requirements,

Fairhaven

Faltrhaven home extension unit's
rally day meeting was held at
Moore park September 31

The meeting was opened by Mra
w. F , chairmar At the
short business meetlng, members
decided to atart sesalons st J0 A m
and clore at 3 p. m. Reports of the
homemakers' camp held this sum-
mer were given by M

day, Mr. Percy Cook and Mry, Al
Heolliday

The {ollowing chalrmen were ap-
painted. 4-H club, Mrn. Harold
Schieferstein; standard unita, Mn
Raoy Cook: hespltality and mem-
bership. Mrs. Robert Hurlbu: and

Mn. Ed Thompson: finance, birs
Peroy Cook and M Lee Hollidsy
publicity, Mre Hans Ziehnert. and
Mn. Clarls Willlams: recrestion,
Mrs. Al Holliday: ACCW, M. Putt
Roberts,

Project leaders for October will
be Mra Holliday and Mra. Behiefer-

stein., A potiuek luncheon was
served at noon,
Those present were Mrs, George

MeDonald, M, Paul Talley, M.
Ed Thompeon, Mrs. Harold Schie-
feratein, Mrs, W. E. Davisen, Mrs
Karl Fredrich, M. Merlyn Mikkel.
sen, Mrs, Clarts Williama, Mre. Hans

Tlehnert, Mrs. Lee Halliday, M,
Percy Cook, M. J. Roufs, M,
Roy Cook, Mra. Robert Hurlbut,

AMra. Clinton Myers, Mrs. Al Halli-
day, Mraz. Lee Holliday, Mrs. Kleth
Rice.

From now until

FREE OF.

A Hudson Heater

612 Walnut

Lee Holll-*®

NEW CAR BUYERS!

with every new car purchased,
you will get

A Hudson Radio worth $83.98

AND

Come in today and see
how ecasy it is (o drive
out - a NEW Hudson)

ANDERSON AUTO SERVICE

"Your Hudson Dealer™

In her report to leaders of the
extetision group, Joan Howell ex-
plained the revislon of 4K club
work and invited those interesied in
that phase of youth work to call at
her alfice for more nformation

Members of the county committee
present at all-day meeting were
Mrs. Oarré chnirman; M
Mark Taylor, vice chalrman, whe
Assisted a8 secretary in the absetioe
of Mrs. Percy Cook, Mrs Clade
Willlams, historian: My, Prederick
Markwardt, Asalea Howse: Mre E
J. Lahoda, YW, and M Jobhn
Webez, publ A

i

Priest Is Madros
UN Delegate

NEW DELHI (™—A Jesuit priest |
from Madias 8 a member of the
Indian delegation to the United Na-
General Assembl at Lake
Success. The Rev. FPather Jerome
De Soupa, principal of Loola Col-
lege n: Madras and s member of
the Indian Constituent Assesntl b
spectal permission af the Pope. has
accepted his second governmental
assignment In agreelng ta loin the
Indian UN representatives
recogniad an ane ol the Eeenesi

SALUTE DAYS SPECIAL!

FAMOUS

EAGLE
SUITS

for men

Originality — quality — individ-
uality . . . these are all yours
In an FAGLE suit. Hand tallor,
ed. for greater flexibility and
camlorl. Careful hand-detailing
Insures lanting siyle lines,
smoother it and softer drape,
Fabries are distinetive 69”

RUDY’S

for WEAR?
600 MAIN

September 30th,

CHARGE

“Weathermaster”
worth

§63.98

supparters of Prime Minkter Jaws
Whirle! Nehrus L LU L T
ment program and a leading op-
Petieit ol “communatl poutics, the
Indian pracilos of basing political
Isctionn on religlous mnd radll e
munitien,

In: sve Conatitumit Assembly he
hits beet & leader of the bloe which
e pushed through constitutionsl
Wuaratitees fo relighous and racial
munorites in India and was among
the first o applaud Indiss deesslon
W reamin in the Commodwes|th

Nest' Planting Aids

R N

ussion Forests
MOBCOW ih—Russians i put-

Ung it eilect their large Toreatas-

Hon prograd are relying  Beavily
on the “nest method” of tree plant-
g

This methiel wan proposed by

| Aeademician Trofl Lysenks, Rise

s Drain Tile
wefur Finid drnin
"rin tede
Poyton & Ce.

WA Mkl WL

" -
i Kamaih Fake

dia's leatding agrovomist, who d e«

clnres thak U e based on the prin.
clples of Michurinid blology

I'ne nest method of tres planting
ihvelves the planting th & amall
clrele of w nuiber of sondlings. It
W elaimed that within this group of
medlings ther W 0o contiot and
thist thy asest sabh other tn mu-
“ual aelenss agalnsl Whelr enemies

weeds and’ grase  Bxperiments
have shown, paper decluwe nere,
that the survival of tee seedlitigs
b much higher In “nest planting
than s the case with 1odividual
IMan

For' a few ponsies [wf word you
¢An adveriive 1o thousands—through
a Want Adl Phone BLLL

5-T-O-P
A 2.
Y SHORTY'S

ASSOCIATED SERVICE
138 Na, dih Ph, beal

YT e,

HION CLEANERS

Ph. 5563

119 Ko, Tih
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' HS

Your nose kiows
the difference

“"ODOR-FREE"
Dhy Ceaning
Free Pick-up & Delivary!

In Today—Oul Tomorrew
-Hour spevial Berviee

Skill  Care

Beyond Compare

Glased Polate & Wholewheay

DONUTS
Delicious Maple Ban
Wae Cater to Special Orders
Wholesale.Retail

515 £ Main

Phond 6491

‘SEE KIMBALL'S GLASS SHOP

Fismpl Sarvbie
311 Walwwi

Always * Parkin

HERALD AND NEWS COMICS

FOR AUTO GLASS

Waasemahle Friies
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In Rear * Always
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YU MEAN N WE MB
YOU'LL STORM \IﬁT

Alley Oop

Wash Tubbs

WHOW THE
NEW Sov

Boots And Her Buddies

SHY L SEEP , YOU

w
oL Cuheg T

[ MOT THAT KE'D ACTUALLY
FALL FOR HER JAN.,.. HE
LOVES YOU! BUT Suet's
CLEVER,, AND WHEN A
GUY 1§ CAUSHT ON THE
BE-BOUND HE MAY —

QUIT L
SOUL,
™

&0 TO HikA NOW|
SFE ¥ YOuU CAN
CHAQTER A PLANE
TO SARA'S

WTS UNFLATTERING TO MBI/

OOCING LIKE A LOST

AN DIDNT ME SN
CIATE YOu., BESIDES,

THRT AW\ HOL WAYE
TO SAY ABOUT "M P

I

P

M RUWNED
N

weeeeas | [ Thovsur
BY WeRE Paying ME
200 | pSTRAD, | OWE

THEM Two Buxs !

(EXAGGERATE?
YOU REALIZE AT )
£S5 THAN 5 Mnjutes
VE LOST 100 Smacirrs!
WHY , TS WORST TLAM
THE CRASH OF 297




