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Ansel Murder Is Top Unsolved Mystery

No. 1 Suspect
Gone 20 Years

By HALE SCARBROUGH

Haos John Meck spent 20
he did not commit?

years in hiding for o murder

You can get an argument either woy from folk who have
been around Klomath Falls for o couple of decades.
Old-timers will remember that John Meek was the prime

suspect in the still officially

Ansel, clerk in Barney Chambers’

unsolved murder of Johnny
old Gun Store. He dis-

appeared three doys after Ansel was killed and has never

been located,

There was a time when almost every police bulletin beard

in the country held o dodger
picture.

But 20 years is
nized now if he walked down

a long time—the man wouldn't be recog-

with Meek's description and

Main street this afterncen.

Besides, there are plenty of people who see reason to |
believe John Meek was absolutely innocent, although there .5|

still @ murder warrant bearing

house.

his mame on file at the court- |

The murder of the S&-year-old bachelor Johnny Ansel
wos without parallel for cold-bloadedness in Klamath county

It happened on the last day of 1927,
December 31, Ansel had worked in
the Gun Store—then located in the
800-block on Main next to Swansen's
barber shop—{for 17 years. Everybody
“Enew him.

‘As was usual, that Saturday mom-
ing Ansel arrived to open the store
about 6:30. At 7:256 a. m, his body
was found sprawled on the floor in
back of the store in front of an open
safe. Ansel had been shot through
the head.

Investigntion showed $630 in cur-
rency, silver and checks taken from
the strongbox, another §200 in silver
untouched.

Janitor Suspected

Keith Ambrose, now fioe chief, |
was police chie! then, and Burt
Hawkins, preésent postmaster, wis
aheritf. One of their first suspects
was Albert Jerry Bellamy, who did
the janitorial work st the Gun Stare
and several other places along Main
street,

Bellamy’'s story was that he came
in to mop right after Ansel opened
th- store, that be finished his chores
and left about 7:15. He declared he |
saw another man in the store, a
man wearing n slouch hat and red-
checked mackinaw. Lawrence Dow,
who worked r* Pelican Bay, came i |
abott 7 o'cloca to buy & two-bit pair |
of gloves and he also reported seeing
& man sitting in & chalr back of the
stors — near the safe — reading
newspaper. 1

was in the store perhaps five |

utes; Bellamy supposedly left at |

9:15, Charles Newman, power com- |

employe, came in at 7:25 and
Ansel's body on the floor,

The *man in the red mackinaw” |

“tmmediately became the object of |

pedrch. When it was learned that a
Jnan fitling that description in a
yague way had retrieved a Chrysler
automoblle from the Acme garage |
immediately after the time of the|
murder, every 1927 Chrysler “50" in
the county was checked. But without
result. The “man in the red macki-
naw,” having done his confusing bit, |
entered the picture no maore, |

Because Bellamy, the janitor,)
eouldn't keep his stories straight
under questfoning, he was arrested
and booked for murder. But the in-
vestigation took another turn and
Bellamy was released,

Old Gun Used

The new turn was toward John
Meek, 26-year-old cowboy and log-
ger, who had a =mall homestead
on the Rocky Point road.

The lead siug which killed Ansel
was identified as coming from an
old 38-40 callber revolver, a type al- |
most obsolete, and Barney Cham-
bers, who knew his weapons, pointed
out that there were only three of
them in the county. One was owned
by John Meek. |

It was winteriime, snow made
travel difficult, and officers were
clutching at a straw In suspecting
the inoffensive Meek. H. R. Ingling,
Ashiand fingerprint expeért working
a8 deputy under Hawking, put In a
pheae call to the Wampler ranch
at Rocky Point and taiked to Meek. |

1ogger promised to come in as
soon as the roads were better.

That was on January 2, 1028, Meek
didn’t come in. He apparently drove
his pickup truck to town and right
on  .ough. He went south, literally. |
On January 3 he stored the truck
at Redding, Callf. and dropped out
of sight. He's been gone 20 years.

Meek's disappearance blottad out |
all other trails in the search for
the killer, Meek was the hot suspect.
Rewards totaling $3100 were put up
for his eapture, the lot including
1000 offered by Barney Chambers,
Ansel's employer.

‘Web Tightens

The hue and cry of the Ansel mur- |
der perhaps passed with little notice |
in out-of-town newspapers, because
at the same time down (n Los Ange-
les Willinm Edward Hickman (The
Fox) was going on trial for the kid-

volver was found in the weeds just
off the Eim street boardwalk. Tt was |
Identitied ns Meek's and the bullet !
which killed Ansel was ascertained |
to have been fired from the same |
WEADOMN. |

The web of circumstantial evi-|
der -2 was getting tighter. |

Meek was also known to have been |
in Kilamath Falls the morning of
the slaying and to have had a roll |
of bills. He paid an installment on |

his truck an hour after the murder |

was discovered. {
Those bits of evidence—the gun, |
bullets, fact that Meek was {n town

skipped the country — plus public |
indigation probably would have|
convicted the young logger had he
been captured. |

The blunder of the telephone call '
may have blocked solution of the
indignation probably would have
prevented the hanging of an inno- |
ent man. Meek most certainly |
would have been found guilty had
he come to trial within a year of
the killing. |

Perhaps John Meek could have !
explained away the gun—possibly
he had left it at the Gun Store to
be zold—but saw what a frame he
was in and decided not to stick
arpund and &ry to take the blindfold
off justice.

Search Unavailing

Search for Mesk fell Into the lap
of Lioyd Low when Low réturned to |
the sheriff’s office in 1929, and he |
Wwas never quite convinced Meek |
hnd anything to do with the killing. |
But he kept the search alive for
several years, Meek's family home
at Coburg was watched. So was the
home of a sister in Cuba. But lane
wolf John never showed up.

Early in 1828 a Klamath Falls
livery stable operator passed|
through the deserted mining town
0of Monumental, Callf, He was
startled to see through a window of
a shack the fipure of & man—a man
he knew in Klamath Falls as John
Meek. The man was sitting at a
table olling a :evolver.

The stableman fled but sent Cres-

Preserve Those Valuable
Papers and Documents
Let Us Copy Them
Up to 84"x11" — 6lc

Underwood’s Camera Shop
T Main Phone 7063

RENTALS

Patterson & Son Paint Store
1229 East Main Phane 1371

WAS ONE OF THEM GUILTY?—Three persons
nap-murder of little Marion Parker. | Johnny Ansel 20 years aogo are pictured obove

On January 10 & 38-40 caliber re- [three days after the murder and has been gone
| was booked at the county jail for murder. Later

sequent octions on
revealed about Ansel’s death.

cent City officers to the ghost town,
The fugitive was gone.

Late in the winter of 1831 an old-
time prospector. Bill TFerguson,
ceme in to tell Sheritf Low that
Jehn Meek was camped on Trinity
river 168 miles from Weaverville,
Calif, panning for gold. Ferguson
declared he had talked to Meer
about the murder and Meek repeat-
edly asserted he was lnnocent, that

jand had money, and that he | he would surrender to the first of-

ficer coming along.

Wintertime ana neavy snows
again entered the picture. It was
February, 1932, before Sheriff W. R,
Bigelow of Trinity county could get
into the mountains. By that time
Meek, If it was Meek, was gone.

For the next six years or so the
cass was more dead than alive and
the reward dwindled to $250, still
offered by Chambers.

Occastonally a letter would come
fn mbout Meek, but none stood up
under investigation. Finding Meek
became an obsession with Sheriff
Lew., He ran down every clue
Once a wetlérn story magazine car
ried a note in its “missing” column:

“JOHN MEEK—write to Aggile”

Sheriff Low wrote to Aggie—
Miss Agnessa Riordan of West Sa-
lem, Wis. Her John Meek proved
to be a soldier who had been sta-
tioned around West Salem.

Ancther time a man was arrested
in Phoenix, Ariz, who resembled
the dodger photo of Meek But
wasn't.

“Clrted” But Not Solved

Still another time a Klamath
Falls tourist thought he saw John

Meek on the street in Elmira, N. Y.
But when the traveler came back rhe DOC‘OI‘ Sﬂys—

with & policeman the man was
gane

If “closed” can ever be written ta
the murder of Johnny Ansel it was
written Thanksgiving Day, Novem-

s 25, 1937.

Oon that day Barney Chambers
put & revolver to his own head and
pulled the trigger.

There were rumors—no ofie kKnows
how' true—during the 10 years be-
tween Ansel's death and Chambers'
sulcide that the colorful and eccen-
tric Chambers knew more about
Ansel's death than he ever told,
There Is still a rumor that Cham-
bers owed the frugnl-living Ansel
severnl thousand dollars In accum-
ulated pay and Ansel wanted to
collect.

John Meek might have been an
innocent man when he left Klam-
ath Falls, but he had lttle chance
to prove it. He didn't walt to find
cut how much chance.

FROMOTED
| BOISE, Ida. Feb. 30 v#—T. E
Roach, general manager of the
|1daho Power company, now !s also
| ehairman of the board and presi-
dent of the company.

He wns elected to the additional
jobs yesterday by directors of the
| company, He succeeds C. J, Strike,
who died February 14.

Roach came to Bolse from Port-
land, where he wax vice president
and general manager of North-
westernt  Electrie company.

1t Pays to Use the Want-Adsl

who were under some suspicion
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in the mysterious gun-shot death of
Most of the suspicion rested on John Meek (right), who disappeared
20 vears. The man in the inset, Jerry Bellamy, was the first suspect and
he was released. Barney Chambers (left) wos Ansel's employer and sub
his peart, including his suicide, served to cast some doubt on whether he ever told all he could have

Some Tumors Not Dangerous

By EDWIN P. JORDAN, M. D,
Written for NEA Service
Fibroid tumors of the uterus or
wamb become increasingly eemmon
after the age of 35, About one
waman in every five has s nodule
or tumor of this kind when ahe
reaches this age. These tumors vary
In alge and may not produce any
symptoms or do any harm, They
are made up of muscle tissue and

scar-like tlssue mixed together.
Although, In many cases, fHbrold
tumors are so small that they do
not  require treatment, many of
them are likely to grow gradually
and eventually need care. The maost
commaon F‘_-lll'illilll'l i excessive or
painful bleeding, Sometimes pain or
discomfort in the lower part of the
abdomen (s the only sign of &
fibrold, however. A feeling of welght
| or préssure often associated with
constant fatigue is another commaon
symptom. Fibrolds usually catise
bladder or rectal symptoms, becatine
of the pressure which they exer:
Those {ibrolds which are not pro-
ducing symptoms  usually do  not
need to be treated. They should be

A Guide in Plonning for

(realer

HOME VALUE

WEYERHAEUSER

4.5quare Home Building
Service

® Planning s home I8 & major
project. It oalls for careful cons-
dlderation of many detalls, It
requires the following of home
planning pointera Inid down by
competent architecta.

Weyerhineuser, through ita 4-
Bgunre Home Bullding Service,
makes avallable exactly this
type ol planning help. You'll
find In It scores Upon scores
of the best In modern small
home designs each the
work of an ahle architecth

These designs point the way

gronter home value. They
show you the way to aound
planning. Come In. Ask Lo soe
the service,

Lo

SWAN LAKE

MOULDING COMPANY

4226 No. 6lh Phone 3100

for mte

feve

watched for symploms and
of growth, If symptoms do
or” If they start growing ra ¥,
active treatment may be necessary.

After the change of life surgery
Is generally conaidered Lo be the beat
treitment for those fibrolds which
need attention. Generally, when sur-
gory In necessary, the whole womb
s removed with the tumor attached
Oceaslonally, the tumor alone is re-
maved; but this is difficult and not
always satisfactory

Fibrolda can sometimes be treated

'Power Company
|Plays Cupid Role

WAHHINGTON, Feb 20 (1)~ A
ruenl electrle  conpiiutive MK
played Cupld n Hlnols

A tenant fariier was enjaged o
b married, His beldesto-be dectded
o walt uptl electrieity wis nstaliod
on the farm

The furm owener bad dn his apph
entlon bt many ol her reguests weke
nhivad of i

The board o1 tie Jo«Careoll Ko
trie cooperative, Blizabeth, 1, was
told of the situation

It oruled that Wie matter wis i
PHardatip cuse” wod voted o extemd
tho arrvice immediately ’

The report to the surel electiificas

o  administration  did - not ¥
whethsy the wedding had  te
place

Twelve Jews
Flee Prison

| JHRUSALEM, Feb, 20 Uh—<Twelve
young Jews, fdentified by pollce i
lI‘!Ii"l.'l'-'!rII members of Irgun @val
Lewmd, tunneled to frecdom  from
Jurtsalem prigson Liklay
One officor sald he believed the
||||--u had help Troon outsiite, tiat
the outsiders tunoeled towand the
prison from a manhole I w nearby
| atpeet while the prisoners dug from

nslde

dval Leuml s A Jowish
vl organioat lon
wia the second beeak within
A month from Central Fuiif

Arabm escaped In Janung
were killed iy that break
Twelve Jows, two Araba

Britiah wrre Killed
day W the Holy Land.  The dnod
ficial death toll the United
Nations voled November 29 (0 parts
|uun Palestitie now stands at 1204

and two

yeater

wirldiers

e

Hagansaly, the Jewish militia, sald
the tmmigrant alip Uprighy, with
st T00 visaless Jews aboard, had
been Intereepted by the Beitisly off

the coast of Palestine

but this 14 &
requires

 deciile

by radium or X-tays
complicated procedure. 1L
gread skill and Judgment
which tumorn stand a good chance
of being succesafully treated in this
| way.
[ May Become Cancerous

Fibrolds can become cancerous
which Is another renson they abotild
s be neglected, Becatue [brojd
the asymiptogns they produce
vary so much, each patient must be
considered on an individuasl basis

.- .o
The Doclor Anawers

QUESTION: Is thiamine helpful
for hearing diff tea?

ANSWER: In most forma of deal-
ness, thiamine would not be helplul
Hetfore wsing 1t to ald the hearing
It would be well to find out whether
the HNHearing difficulty les In the
bone, In the nerve, or elsewhere In
Hie hearing apparatis

Czecks Yote

Communist
Control Qut

PRAGUE, Feb, 20 (3% — The
Caechostovak  cabluet  met  Loday
alter a week of precelection ten-
slon with the cards stacked for the
first tlme wEalost the communist
parky and s program o dominaies
e conlitlyn goyvernment.

e teiop card was played Iast
pight by the soclal democratic party
whose balance of power asupport
Ibtherta has diven Whe communists
Wi i ey needed o enact
atepl L thalr long renkge prograim,

The olal  demerats deafied &
declaration of independence  from
the communisis last November and
mimde their switch final Inst night by
a decipion to support the Ciechos
slovak natlonal soelalist party, the
Catholio. people’'s  parly  and  the
Slovak democeats un hroad  Issues
where communist domination
threatened

Mg Question

How sools retallntion would come
ad what form it woulld take waa
the hlg yuestion as the cablnet inet
Buotne  predicted  the  comimiiniaie
would back down in thelr nve o
purge  the security pollee of none
vonumuidet offeera

Fhe aocial deimocrat dedision waa

nfter President Fdounrd
tiad conferred with thelr right
wing leaders and  with commuiag
Preanler Klement Odaottwalil. Tt 11
followed by i series of pew atiacks
i the anll-dnmmu-

(T
Henes

0N CUIIEiAta
fist press Likday

The soclal  democrats’  swilch,
wiled last wight, provides & coalls
tun bloe of 62 per cent in pariis-
ment agalnst I8 per eent for the
O TTTTTET &Y Vreviously the eom-
mundsts had counted on soclsl demn-
cratie  (spcialist) support for = 53
per cent marghn

Wihiett the switehh became known
Jant nighl  antiecommunist  papers
revised thelr front pages for violent
attacks on the communiata

e  socialist  organ, Syvobodne
arsndled what it called come
i Lo contral the national
recutity polles foree

FOWER ASKED
WABHINGTON, Feb, 230 (35-1In.
formed that wed fialy will not be

iapeat rellel supplies,
Rep. Toll n (t-Wath) sald 1o-
day he we urge that dollar credit
be furnished Eurapean countries 10
buy stieh supplies In this sountry,

included

Why Beo Bothered with
Respiratory Allments??

REXAIR

SEWING MACHINE
REPAIRING

wd Wark
l‘l' Esiimaies
Sewing Machine Service
L Imdapendani Dealer
Fhane THIR Bhasia Way

Conditioner and
Humiditier

Free Demonstration
Phone 9017 after 5 p, m,
M. E. Hall, Dealer

Versatile Unpainted

Combination of Frlendly Furnitute Pleces

LA 910 and LB 913

Friendly Furniture

l 895

LB #he
Friendly

Friendly Furniture gives that new
homey look 30 characteristic of
friendly homes . . . . its smooth,
ottractive lines are easily
grouped with other styles of new
furniture to moke only the

most friendly otmosphere.
to arrange and casy to move

for new room arrangement,

Easy

Furniture comes ready

to paint in the worm new

modern colors that moke home
decoration 1o pleasing.

Try Friendly Furniture in groups, or

use cach piece alone . . . you will
find satisfaction of more :ol:ldy

furniture of

Yen, you may hn

"135

MALIN KLAMAT

pricos you can afford.

¥y Freiendly Furniturs
an the Lang-Dell Andget Plan,

" loneR
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