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Ansel Murder Is Top Unsolved Mystery
No. 1 Suspect
Gone 20 Years

By HALE SCARBROUGH

Has John Meek spent 20 years in hiding for a murder
h did not commit?

You can get an argument either way from folk who have
been around Klamath Falls for a couple of decades.

Old-time- will remember that John Meek was the prime
suspect in the still officially unsolved murder of Johnny
Ansel, clerk in Barney Chambers' old Gun Store. He dis-

appeared three days after Ansel was killed and has never

been located. I
There was a time when almost every police bulletin board

in the country held a dodger with Meek's description and

picture.
But 20 years is a long time the man wouldn t.be recog-

nized now if he walked down Main street this afternoon.

Besides, there ore plenty of people who see reason to

believe John Meek was absolutely innocent, although there is

Still a murder warrant bearing his name on file at the court- -

kUThe murder of the bachelor Johnny Ansel

was without parallel for in Klomath county.

Power Company
Plays Cupid Role

WA81IINC1TON, Feb .20 M1) A

rural elcvtrlo coopi'intlvo lias
played Cupid In Illinois.

A tenant fiuiiier win enniiKrtt to
be nmirlocl. Ills brldn-tu-u- e dwlilnl
to wait until electricity was imtiillnl
on the fin in.

The fin in owner liiul In his nlU-ciitlu- ii

but iimuy other lequenls were
ahi'iiil t It.

The bimtil ol Hie Klec-tri- o

riKiiwratlve. Kllwibelli, III., was
told o( the nllii.it Ion.

It ruled tlml tho mutter wim a

"liniilslup cn.io" liiul voted to extend
the service lininetlliitely. t

Tho report to the rural electrifica-
tion ailmliilatriitliin tlld not nuy
whethir the wrililliut had taken
place.

Twelve Jews

Flee Prison
JKRUHALEM. Feb. 20

young Jews, Itlentllled by ixillro n

suspected members of Irtiun Zvul
I.eimil, tunneled to freedom from
Jeriisiilriii prison tixluy.

One officer sulci he believed the
lieu hnd help from uillsKle, that
the outsiders tunneled towurd the
prison from a niniiholo In a urnrby
street while the prisoners dug from
imule.

Iruuii .vul Ijuinl Is u Jewish
uiulerKrouiul orKitiiluttloii.

It was the second break within
a month from Central prison. Kuur
Arobs escaped in January two others
wera killed In that bieak.

Twelve Jews, two Arului ami two
Hrltlnh soldiers were killed yester-
day 111 the Holy Land. The unof-

ficial death toll slllco the United
Nations voted November 211 to parti-
tion 1'ale.illne now stands at UH4.

lluKunuli, the Jewish mllltlu. said
the timnliirunt ship Upright, with
sonic 700 visaless Jews aboard, hud
been Intercepted by the llrltlsh otl
the coast of Palestine.
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It happened on the last aay oi
December 31. Ansel had worked in

Czecks Vote

Communist

Control Out
I'llAtit'K. Feb. to Ml The

I'lecliiialnvuk cabinet met today
after a week of ten-

sion with Id cards slacked far Ihs
first lime aialnsl Hie euniiniinlsl
parly anil lis pros ram to dominate
the roalllloii iiivernment.

The trump curd was played last
night by the social democratic parly
whose balance of (lower support
hlthetto hus given the t'oiumuiiuia
the iiiuigln they needed to enact
steis III their long raugo program.

The social drtuocraU drafted a
declaration at Independence from
the ckiiiiiiiiiiIsIs last November and
made Ihelr snitch final last nlihl by
a decision to support the l ieelio-Slov-

national socialist parly, the
(alholln people's party and III

Nlovak democrats on brosd Issues
where e o in m u II I s t domination
threatened.

Illl Uuesllon
How soon retaliation would coins

and what form It would lake was
the big question as the cabinet met.
Home predicted the communists
would buck down III their nunc to
puiuo the security police of mm.
communist officers.

The social democrat decision was
taken alter President Kdouaiil
Denes hud conferred with their right
wing leaders ami with communist
Premier Klcment tloltwald. It was
followed by a series of new attacks
on communist lit the

pi ess today.
The social democrats' switch,

rotnl last nltlit. provides a coali-

tion bloe of M per rent In parlia-
ment asalnsl M per cent for the
communists. Previously Hie com-

munists had counted un social demo-
cratic Isoclalutl support for s SI

per rent margin.
When the switch became known

lust night papers
revised Ihelr front pages for violent
attacks on the communists.

The socialist organ, Rvobodne
Hlovn. assailed what It railed com-

munist plans to control the national
security police force.

fOUHt AHKKI)
WASHINGTON, reb. 30 Mi-I- ll.

formed that canned fish will not be
Included In European relief supplies,
Rep. Toltrfsnn I I said to-

day he would urge that dollar credit
be furnlshrd European countries to
buy such supplies In tills country.

Why Bo Bothered with

Rosptrotory Ailmontt??

REXAIR
Conditioner and

Humidifier

Froo Demonstration
Phono 9017 after 5 p. m.

M. E. Hall, Dealer

p,r

,r1
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I.B I0 sad I.D ll

WAS ONE OF THEM GUILTY? Three persons who were under some suspicion in the mysterious gun-sho- t death of

Johnny Ansel 20 years ago are pictured above. Most of the suspicion rested on John Meek (right), who disappeared
three days after the murder and has been gone 20 years. The man in the inset, Jerry Bellamy, was the first suspect and
was booked at the county jail for murder. Later he was released. Barney Chambers (left) was Ansel's employer and sub-

sequent actions on his part, including his suicide, served to cast some doubt on whether he ever told all he could have
revealed about Ansel's death.

Not Dangerous

the Oun Store then located in the
on Main next to Swansen's

, barber shop tor 17 years. Everybody
knew him.

: As was usual, that Saturday morn-

ing Ansel arrived to open the store
about 6:30. At 7:25 a. m. his body
was found sprawled on the floor in
back of the store in front of ah open
ate. Ansel had been shot through

the head.
Investigation showed S630 in cur-

rency, silver and checks taken from
the strongbox, another S200 in silver
untouched.
Janitor Suspected

Keith Ambrose, now fire chief,
was police chief then, and Burt
Hawkins, present postmaster, was
sheriff. One of their first suspects
was Albert Jerry Bellamy, who did
the Janitorial work at the Oun Store
and several other places along Main
street.

Bellamy's story was that he came
In to mop right after Ansel opened
th store, that he finished his chores
mad left about 7:15. He declared he
saw another man in the store, a
man wearing a slouch hat and

mackinaw. Lawrence Dow.
who worked r Pelican Bay, came in
about 7 o'clock to buy a two-b-it pair
of gloves and he also reported seeing
a man sitting in a chair back of the
store near the safe reading a
newspaper.

Pow was In the store perhaps five
minutes; Bellamy supposedly left at
1:15. Charles Newman, power com-

pany employe, came in at 7:25 and
found Ansel's body on the floor.

The "man In the red mackinaw"
Immediately became the object of
search. When It was learned that a
man fitting that description in a
vague way had retrieved a Chrysler
automobile from the Acme garage
immediately after the time of the
murder, every 1927 Chrysler "50" in
the county was checked. But without
result. The "man In the red macki- -:

new," having done his confusing bit,
entered the picture no more.

Because Bellamy, the janitor,
couldnt keep his stories straight
under questioning, he was arrested
And booked for murder. But the in-

vestigation took another turn and
Bellamy was released.
Old Gun Used

The new turn was toward John
Meek, cowboy and log-
ger, who had a small homestead
on the Rocky Point road.

The lead slug which killed Ansel
was Identified as coming from an
old 0 caliber revolver, a type al-
most obsolete, and Barney Cham-
bers, who knew his weapons, pointed
out that there were only three of
them in the county. One was owned
by John Meek.

' It was wintertime, snow made
travel difficult, and officers were
clutching at a straw in suspecting
the Inoffensive Meek. H. R. Ingling,
Ashland fingerprint expert working
as deputy under Hawkins, put in a
phene call to the Wampler ranch
at Rocky Point and talked to Meek.

logger promised to come in as
soon as the roads were better.

That was on January 2. 1928. Meek
didn't come in. He apparently drove
his pickup truck to town and right
on He went south, literally.
On January 3 he stored the truck
at Redding. Calif, and dropped out
of sight. He's been gone 20 years.

Meek's disappearance blotted out
all other trails in the search for
the killer. Meek was the hot suspect
Rewards totaling $2100 were put up
for his capture, the lot including
$1000 offered by Barney Chambers,
Ansel's employer.
Web Tightens

The hue and cry of the Ansel mur-
der perhaps passed with little notice
in newspapers, because
at the same time down In Los Ange-
les William Edward Hickman (The
Fox) was going on trial for the

of little Marion Parker.
On January 10 a 0 caliber re-

volver was found In the weeds Just
off the Elm street boardwalk. It was
identified as Meek's and the bullet
which killed Ansel was ascertained
to have been fired from the same
weapon.

The web of circumstantial evl-der- :s

was getting tighter.
Meek was also known to have been

in Klamath Falls the morning of
the slaying and to have had a roll
of bills. He paid an installment on
his truck an hour after the murder
was discovered.

Those bits of evidence the gun,
bullets, fact that Meek was In town
and had money, and that he
skipped the country plus public
irrigation probably would have
convicted the young logger had he
been captured.

The blunder of the telephone call
may have blocked solution of the
indignation probably would have
prevented the hanging of an Inno-
cent man. Meek most certainly
would have been found guilty had
he come to trial within a year of
the killing.

Perhaps John Meek could have
explained away the gun possibly
he bad left it at the Oun Store to
be sold but saw what a frame he
was in and decided not to stick
around and try to take the blindfold
off Justice.
Search Unavailing

Search for Meek fell into the lap
of Lloyd Low when Low returned to
the sheriff's office in 1929, and he
was never quite convinced Meek
had anything ,to do with the killing.
But he kept the search alive for
several years. Meek's family home
at Coburg was watched. So was the
heme of a sister in Cuba. But lone
wolf John never showed up.

Early in 1928 a Klamath Falls
livery stable operator passed
through the deserted mining town
of Monumental. Calif. He was
startled to see through a window of
a shack the figure of a man a man
he knew in Klamath Falls as John
Meek. The man was sitting at a
table oiling a :evolver.

The stableman fled but sent Cres--

RENTALS
Floor Sander Edfert
Hand Sander klishtri

Vacaam Sweeper

Patterson & Son Paint Store
Ittt Eut ftUJa rfaana 131 4

cent City officers to the ghost town.
The fugitive was gone.

Late in the winter of 1931 an old-ti-

prospector. Bill Ferguson,
came In to tell Sheriff Low that
Jchn Meek was camped on Trinity
river 16 from weaverville,
Calif., panning for gold. Ferguson
declared he had talked to Meek
about the murder and Meek repeat-
edly asserted he was innocent, that
he would surrender to the first of-

ficer coming along.
Wintertime ana neavy snows

again entered the picture. It was
February, 1932, before Sheriff W. R.

Bigelow of Trinity county could get
into the mountains. By that time
Meek, if it was Meek, was gone.

For the next six years or so the
cas3 was more dead than alive and
the reward dwindled to $250, still
offered by Chambers.

Occasionally a letter would come
In about Meek, but none stood up
under Investigation. Finding Meek
became an obsession with Sheriff
Lew. He ran down every clue.
Once a western story magazine car-
ried a note in its "missing" column:

"JOHN MEEK write to Aggie."
Sheriff Low wrote to Aggie

Miss Agnessa Riordan of West Sa-

lem, Wis. Her John Meek proved
to be a soldier who had been sta-
tioned around West Salem.

Another time a man was arrested
in Phoenix, Ariz., who resembled
the dodger photo of Meek. But
wasn't.
"Closed" But Not Solved

Still another time a Klamath
Falls tourist thought he saw John

by radium or but this Is

complicated procedure. 11 requires
great skill and Judgment to deride
which tumors stand a good rhance
of being successfully treated In this
way.

May Iteeome Canrerous
Fibroids can become cancerous,

which Is another reason Ihey should
not be neglected. Ilccatue fibroids,
and the symptoms they produce,
vary so much, each patient must be
considered on an Individual basis.

The Doelor Answers
QUESTION: Is thiamine helpful

for hearing difficulties?
ANHWKK: III most forms of deaf-

ness, thiamine would not be helpful.
Before using It to aid the hearing.
It would be well to find out whether
the hearing difficulty lies In the
bone, In the nerve, or elsewhere In
tho hearing apparatus.
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Cosablnatlon of

watched for symptoms and for rate
of growth. If symptoms do develop,
or If they start growing rapidly,
active treatment may be necessnry.

After the change of life surgery
Is generally considered to be the best
treatment for those fibroids which
need attention. Generally, when sur-

gery Is necessary, the whole womb
Is removed with the tumor attached.
Occasionally, tho tumor alone Is re-- !
moved, but this Is difficult and not
always satisfactory.

Fibroids can sometimes be treated

S''.V

RADIOS -- -- RADIOS
Your Choice of Make Sixe Style

PHILCO BENDIX ZENITH

Headquarters for the Best in Radio

rhe Doctor Says

Some Tumors
By EDWIN P. JORDAN, M. D.

Written for NEA Service
Fibroid tumors of the uterus or

womb become increasingly common
after the age of 35. About one
woman In every five has a nodule
or tumor of this kind when she
reaches this age. These tumors vary
In site and may not produce any
symptoms or do any harm. They
are made up of muscle tissue and
scar-lik- e tissue mixed together.

Although, In many cases, Ilbrold
tumors are so small that they do
not require treatment, many of
them are likely to grow gradually
and eventually need care. The most
common symptom la excessive or
painful bleeding. Sometimes pain or
discomfort In the lower part of the
abdomen is the only sign of a
fibroid, however. A feeling of weight
or pressure often associated with
constant fatigue Is another common
symptom. Fibroids usually cause
bladder or rectal symptoms, because
of the pressure which they exert.

Those fibroids which are not pro-

ducing symptoms usually do not
need to be treated. They should be

A Guide in Planning for

HOME VALUE

USE THE

WEYERHAEUSER

Home Building

Service

Planning a home Is a major
project. It calls for careful con-

sideration of many details. It
requires the following of home
planning pointers lnid down by
competent architects.

Weyerhaeuser, through its
Home Building Service,

makes available exactly this
type of planning help. You'll
find In It scores upon scores
of the best In modern small
home designs , , . each the
work of an able architect.

These designs point the way
to greater home value. They
show you the way to sound
planning. Come In. Ask to sea
the service.

SWAN LAKE

MOULDING COMPANY

3228 No. 6th Thone 3101

Meek on the stieet in Elmlra. N. H.

But when the traveler came back
with a policeman the man was
gone.

If "closed" can ever be written to
the murder of Johnny Ansel It was
written Thanksgiving Day, Novem-
ber 25. 1937.

On that day Barney Chambers
put a revolver to his own head and
pulled the trigger.

There were rumors no one knows
how true during the 10 years be-

tween Ansel's death and Chambers'
suicide that the colorful and eccen-
tric Chambers knew more about
Ansel's death than he ever told.
There is still a rumor that Cham-
bers owed the frugal-livin- g Ansel
several thousand dollars in accum-
ulated pay and Ansel wanted to
collect.

John Meek might have been an
Innocent man when he left Klam-
ath Falls, but he had little chance
to prove it. He didn't wait to find
out how much chance.

PROMOTED
BOISE, Ida.. Feb. 20 UP) T. E.

Roach, general manager of the
Idaho Power company, now is also
chairman of the board and presi-
dent of the company.

He was elected to the additional
Jobs yesterday by directors of the
company. He succeeds C. J. Strike,
who died February 14.

Roach came to Boise from Port-
land, where he was vice president
and general manager of North-
western Electric company.

It Pays to Use the Want-Ad- sl

Phone 5512
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Preserve Those Valuable
Papers and Documents

Let Ui Copy Them
Cp to H"xll" 60c

Underwood's Camera Shop
127 Main Phone 7063

UHLIG'S1026 Main St.

Versatile Unpainted
Friendly Furniture

Friendly Furniture gives that nsw
homey look so characteristic of

friondly homos .... its smooth,
attractive lines are easily

grouped with other stylos of now
furniture to make only the

moit friondly atmosphere. Easy
to arrange and easy to move

for now room arrangement,
Friendly Furniture comet ready

to paint In the warm new
modern colors that make home

decoration so pleasing.
Try Friondly Furniture In groups, or
use each piece olone . . . you will

find satisfaction of more costly
furnituro at prices you can afford.

Ve, you miiy liny Kiiendly Furniture
an the Mng Hell fludget Plan.
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BIG BASIN DIVISION

KLAMATH FALLS TULELAKI

Seldom equalled, never excelled
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