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Construction
Was Tough Job
In1906 Period

Taday's old-time photegroph directs the spotlight on early
canstruction of reclomation warks that made the Klomath
basin one of the richest ogricultural areas of the West

It shows the outlet portal of the main canal tunnel during
the construction period in 1906 The location of the scene is
now at |0th and Prospect streets, and the latter street—
which is part of US highway 97, now crosses the end of the
tunnel. The entire surr unading area 15 now extensively de-
veloped with houses and business structures. The mesa in
the bockground has now been partially cut awav to make
sites for business buildings fronting Oregoen avenue

This old picture, from the Maude Baldwin collection, in
dicates the ecarly-day methods of construction, which made
the job of digaing the tunnel slow and tedious, Muck was
brought through the tunnel to the portal on little cars, and
hoisted out of the woy. Three shatfts were driven at variou
points across the hill, and muck was hoisted vertically through
n one of the shafts con
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these shafts, Some of the matenal
be seen at upper left on the skyline

Horses were extensively used on the job. as they were on
the construction of the maoin caonols of the Klamath project
The reclamation off here has a picture of oxen at work

on one of the co t >
The main cenal tunnel in the north part of town, pictured
herewith, is 3300 feer long. Its upper portal s near the Con
ger school, where the water enters after coming through an
open ditch from Link river near its source
The first tunnel construction in thot areg was done by the
Klamath Canal company, oprivate concern which entered the
irrigation picture here just after the turn of the century (in-
corporated in 1904). The Klomath Canal companv tunnel |

bagun at gbout the sam= place &5 the present tunnel, but
meandered eastward o« 3d the hill shown in the picture
more or less on the line o1 present-doy Org-;.:n avenue. When

ut the Klaemath Canal company for
$150,000 in 1905, it begon e new tunnel shooting straight
through the hill The old tunnel was abandoned
A donkey engine was located ot the top of the shafts on
the hill to hoist the waste materials from the tunnel below
‘ E. Laton Stephens, now operation and maintenance chief for
the Klamath district of the reclomation buregu, long-time
project engineer and superintendent, recalls that donkey en-
gine very clearly for a specific reason. . -

Mr. Stephens, then a youngster of 12, living in Klamath
Falls, got ¢ job carrving water to the engine. He worked o
week, lugging the water up the hill from the tunnel portal,
using a shoulder yoke, Chinese cooley style, with two big |
buckelts balancing across his youthful shoulders, After o week
at $1 o day, he found something else to do

Masen and Davis were the contractors on the tunnel job
and their camp wos located at what is now 10th and Prospect
The tunnel ond the main canal were finished in 1907, and
irrigation fumished to 7000 ocres. The irrigoted area has
since grown to more thon 200,000 acres
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With ROSE Giving You the The Leaderinthe A
Field for Over 50 Years!
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* Compact in Size

* Economical in Price

* Efficient in Production
* Easy to Maintain

Equipped with Skagit's 4-speed logging bransmission, non-rolaling
¥ Iriction deviees, double sell-sligning roller heard Laplee 1
dimias by th i i : [T g ‘ 1 K ¢ bearings, l-plece stee
emanded by the man who repairs right—Rase, the Dollar drums and central controls. Avallable with single drums or swing
Diplamat, Credit, net necessarily cash, puls your car in top drums.  Extremely high quality and extra strenigth In propartion |
condition to sbte. welght and price,

Nat a penny in your pockel gets pinched when Rose
Motars repairs car or truck. Nat a dime—not a dollar is

_ . Slaw of tmber, desleed production anid other factors detormine whieh
" ’ ’ p uize In hos [{ " . ) .
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i Main at hpicned; Exclusive disteibuiors for Jackson, Josephine, Crook, Deschiles, ?r [

|_CORN ER FOURTH AND KLAMATH | Rlamath, Lake, Modoo and Siskivon Counties.




