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Awaits The Inevitable

By HAL BOYLE
YONKERS, N, Y. (#—There is n
stranger at the door of a small base-

:;:m acplu;‘rtmm'. here, and he 10t | 1 September, 1946. nn operation aid Mrs. Linehan. “She drinks two | e next haif hour banging and
.?: us. on Peggle Ann dizclosed cancer and | quarts a day. That [s all her stom-  yhumping and wishing he had his
e stranger I desth. He had | the young pareuts were told their Ach will hold, except for some vita- | door key, When he did rouse the

been waiting at the threshold for so
long nmow that Thomas and Lila
Linehan have almost reconciled
themselves to the time when he will
enter.

Their three-year-old daughter,
Peggie Ann, knows that he s com-
ing for her, but she doesn't quite
undersiand what it all means. The
endless lethargy she soon will know
already has slowed her,

But she is looking forward hap-
pily to s Christmus party. She
doamn't remember she already has

She came here four years sgo, one
of the first war brides. Tom Line-
han works in a fish store here

child’s condition was hopeless

Early this month she was stricken
again and hospital physiclans said
:hﬂy didn't expect Peggle Ann to
ive,

“That night Father Gallagher ul’
our parish gave Her the lnst rites
safd Mrs, Linehan “Her {eet wor
ley cold. Her body was dead, but
her heart still beat

“The next morning she came out
of her coma—by the will of God.
The doctors let ur take Her home

[ p—

1 want my dollie Her mother
got ft. The child calls her daoll
‘Little Judy™ to distinguish it from
her sister, who is "Blg Judy.”

“She lives only on ginger ale now,’

mins and o
then.

“8She suffers at night and the doc-
tor left me something to quiet her
when the pain Is too bad. She
knows what Is going to happen
Often In the evening when she feels
bad she says, ‘Daddy, I think I'm
dying. I'm awfully sick. But 1
don't want to go to the hospital” *

Peggie Ann, holding no memory
of the Christmas she already has
had, |5 expecting more presents for

little candy now and |,
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ABCss

while buck, Hale came home, rattled
the door xnob gently to slgnal the
girl taking care of his pride and heir
to et ‘him In. The asltter was asleep
on the job It seems, and Hale spont

itter, she was g0 afraid of all the
rumpus that she wouldn’s let him in?
The next slght and sound to greet
the neighbors was papa yelling his |
lungs out to let her know who he
was

TONIGHT!

Notv long wagp, Mrs, Ed Miller, n
nelghbor of ours and wife of LW's |
night man, asked us a plaintive
“Would you consider selling your
dog?" We were at the same time
flattered and startled. Seems that

7:00
7:30
8:00

“Lone Ranger’
“On Stoge America”
“Point Sublime"

A ! her doll—a small cradle, n toy re- | the Millers’ very cute twin boys have I T i
2:31::-1‘:;0 C:ﬁ;m!!r. fgt)mm:;e Just then Peggle Ann lfted her | frigerator and some tiny pots and | taken a decided faney to our Tip, 8:30 “Opie Cates Show
: mi ¢ grave brown eyes, and the mother | pans "0 1 can cook meals for Lit- | and aimply must have him or a pup "Groucho Marx Show"

stranger at the door could be put
off no longer,

The mother told me about it in
the small family living room, bright
with Ohristmas decorntions, as Peg-
glr Ann played listlessly on a sofa
with her 18-manth-old sister, Judy.
Mrs. Linehan, a slim, dark-halred
girl, I8 Canadian. She met her hus-

e ! penies. There was o small doll and | Linehan. “We're just grateful we've | the cOVering,
band while warking with the Red p toy plano, some picture books— had her this in:it," - | 4
Oross In Alnskn, where he was sta- and the neighborhood  children

tioned with the American air forces

finished the sentence softly:

“Home to d-f-e.*
last word

“We lad the Christmas party for
ker on December 10th. We had a
finy Christmas tree, but we couldn't
ket her many things because the
money has all gone for medical ox-

obrought her some gifts.

She spelled the |
'omily budget situation,

tle Judy.”

Her mother soid that, despite the
SOME WaY
would be found to get the toys
Santn Claus comes In befare the
stranger at the door.

“The doctor says she may go any-
time In her aleep now.” sald Mrs
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