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GELT de telegraph tie-up st least
until after February S—about the
time telephone workers plan to he-
gin wage talks with the Bell teles
phone companies across the couns=
try.

The two groups of communlon=
tlons workers were posed to strike
nimultaneounly last spring, but the
telegraph warkers settled for a five.
cent hourly pay Incrense on the eve
of the scheduled tie-up. The tele=
phone strike Inated five wooks.

The renewed Western Union dig-
pute arose over iunion demands for
A 15 cent an hour wage boost, ‘The
walkout first was set to begin at
6w m., eastern standard time, to=-
nmorrow, but the unions Inter threat-

| ened to call the telegraphers out on

shorter notice.
Panel te Work

However, day-long conferences
with Federal Caoncillation Director

yrin C, Ching {inally resulted In an
agreement late last night to cancel
the strike call.

| A three-man fact-finding panel
to be chosen by Ching will declde
two main lssues which the concilla=
Hon chiel sald had "impeded” set-
Hement.
They are

L Whether (he contracl, which
was signed Inst April 1 could be
apened for a new wage demand Oe-
tober I—the date the unlon pleked—
or November 1. On this will depend
| how much back pay the workers will
get out or any wage Inerease finally
negotiated.

L What ix meant in the eurrent
contract by a provision calling for a
study of the “wage-profit" relation-

| ship in connection with any new
| pay demand. The union says the
wh«le prom p!mm: for 1947 was o

ed; the ¢ insiste
l.‘d that only conditions existing on
the date the contract was opened
should be considered. The unlon
contends the company wil have
made 512,000,000 profit in 1847,

The panel will make a final and
binding dectsion on these two pointa
only. It will make no recommendn-
tlon concerning the basle wige dis-
pute.

That will be left to new negotin.
| tions dfter the faet-finding report iy
| Isfged. The union has claimed ita
members' pay aversges 06,7 cents un
| hour. The company said the figlre
|ix 81.234.

Food Workers
Halt Strike

| ROME, Dec. 22 (#—The Iialixn
Inbor ministry announced today
that 300.000 food workers who staged
a nationwide strike 48 hours ago had
agreed to return to work Wt midnight
tonight on a promise of Increases
in wages and severence pay.

The announcement removed the
threat of Christmastide food short-
ages confronting the nation and
| tempornrily relieved pressure on
Premier Alcide de Gasperl's govern-
ment, embarrassed by a multitude
| of leftist-inspired strikes and Inbor
disorders.

Christmas Will
‘Be Lighted Now

CHRISTMAS, Pla, Dco. 22 (F)—
Christmas lghts will burn in/Christ-
mas for the first time this year,

This community in Orange county
with a populntion of approximately
300 now has electric lights,
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