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Today's Roundup

By MALCOLM EPLEY
HE grealest Christimas disaster oo e hisiory
T the west occurted in telghborioe Lake county.
It was on Christmas :
killed i & flre which destroyed a

Eve, B4, that 43 persons wet
hall at Stver Lake in which the
population of that little commun-
ity was gathered for Christtuas
party,

The fire yesultod {rod a mans
neaa steiking an ofl bnmp hanging
from the ceitmig. The lamp set
the to the bullding and the poople,
guthered (n the second story, were
trapped. A tervible tragedy ensued

Weo don't have many ol lnmps
any more, nor do we burn lighted
candles on Chirtastimins tre ane-
pther source of many ni e day
fire. But there {5 still o major EPLEY
hagard 1o the bome and public meeting places from
Chpistinns docorations, and it 15 well at this period of
the ¥eur to call attention to the heed for the greatest

OH

precautionary measures L OUr Comu
Fire Colef Keith Ambrose regularly iss a list of
warning rules which caver the ls.ure situation

thorotughly, and these ul'luuiu be closely followed

. . -

Danger In Large Crowds
E have always shuddered at the possibility of a

W confingration in a bullding in which there 1a
n Inrge congregation of people at holiday time, harking
back, of course. to the Silver Lake disaster. There are
# number of seasonal dances and other events around
town which attract large numbers of persons into the
upper storles of local bulldings, The rooms used Are
usunlly decorated with Inflammable materinl.  An
while there may be no hunging oil mps or burning
candles, there are hundreds of people smoking cigur-
ettes in these rooms

The hazard in stuch situations becomes extremely
serious. It is well at this time to check on fire escapes.
and to take what steps are necessary to lessen the
possibility of fire from the use of inflammable decora-
tions and cignrettes. A single spark can be the begin-
ning of disaster,

These Days

By GEORGE E. SUORULSKRY
BYSTEM prevalls in the bakery business of
consigning stocks of bread to reiallers who
return unsold bread to the bakery. Much of the un-
sold bread is wasle. Roughly the waste amounts to
between 500,000,000 und 600.000,000 loaves of bread m
year, I am told. The trade practice grew up normally
in & competitive market, the risk of unsold goods
being shifted from the retailer to the manufacturer.
Of course, it Inevitably goes into the price of the
commodity.
The government has in no practical manner dealt
with this problem. The Luckman committee dodged

it altogethier, although this way a more Iruuuxtuull
matter than making a Thursday eggless. The secre- |
tary of commerce Averell Harriman, who seeks o
re-ostablish OPA under the faney tame of nllwn-|
ton, would be able (o reduce the amount of flour |
avallable 10 bakeries I congress gave the president
that power, 1n other words, it Is ratioing st the
source by allocation, o process that Is being used in |
connection with tin, for Instance. But that would
not solve the problem because of the compotition
among bakers for whntever business thex could get,
and unless consignment selling s forbidden. it would

continue

Tough Problem

HE American Bakers probably
T solve the problem by passing a resolution to that
eifect, although |t would be tough W get absolute
(l'\li‘thlllt'll among approximately 10000 wholesile
bakérs In this country. Such a step on thelr part

ahsodintion  couid

nilght be construed by an attorney-general as an act
i1 restraint of irade, a vio oof the Sherman
anti=truat law. And any good Iawyer will advise the
bakers not to acceps clearance [rom e attorney-
general’s office for such clearance is not binding, as
has been lald down in the courts. Ih fact, nothing
but an act of congress or specific delegation of

pawers by o s to the president could safeguard

the bakers ags an eventual Iwsult and a pos-
athie action aga 80 as 1t
stands, nobody il's word
that they can ol trade practice.
Meanwhile, bread Is being
wasied

1 MLLLY

area reflise

» Who do

commission of the toyed by
breand-saving oo He
probably strike for e
tmeans trouble all arod the bread

s being wasted Some of It is ground '..'p into feed
brenderumbs, and other product but eotternlly it
is e
Wastetul

HE ‘truth of the mbttet 5 that wy baXers lLike
T consignment selling becauss It s wasteful and
costly. Competition is, however., very keeni (n this
business Tt (s astonishing how new firms with new
bread. roll and cake products, ¢ome into the market
and make a go of it Grocers. on the other hand,
say that they cannot know precisely how many

loaves to order, particularly of the other than stan- |
dard brands. If a baker wants hiz bread to go, he
has to display his wares on the shelves Purtlier-
more, the general experience i thuat If a favorite
trid is unavailable, the customer will take what is
on the shelves For after all, bread s bréad

S0, to summarize what the governmeint would
ke to do, by allocation, (s to kill competition. to
starve the small producer by giving him little or no
flour. to monopolize the business In the hands of
large producers. The entire trend of the Keynesian
economists who tried socialism wikier the new deal
has been In that direction sitee NRA days, reaching
an apex of absurdity in the black markets of the
OPA. They {irmly believe in the elimination of com-

petition., advertising, imitiative. Ingenuity. They be-
lieve in levelled-down standardization by govern-
ment edicl.

Which 15 better: non-compelitive soclalism or an
clement of waste inevitable in a competitive system?
That question can really only be nnswered by con-
gress Evil and economic practices grow up in com-
perition which the congress can constitutionally cor-
rect by legislation.

The Doctor Says—

Chronic Hives Loing Lasting

Pioneer Community

AMr., And Mrs, M. Parsotis and
Lina, left the past werk-
rain for a
Mra. Par relatives

Hastings and Omaha. Neb.

By EDWIN P. JORDAN, M. D. ing substance can be :Lu.r 4 3
Wriiten for NEA Service strawberries, sb .. CEpEct to bl:_i.o'ne about & month
Hives, or urticaria, is a strange dcular drug Is .\ !
condition which is believed to be |8R Atiack of hives
a type of allergy. Hives usually easy o eliminuate {riends in this commu

start suddenly, with the appearance

avold future dif ncul!.y.

11 ess

on the skin of reddish, swollen spots | Thus, when the cause can 0¢  Mre Fannie Talbot s it very poor
of various sizes. There 5 almost !found and eliminated, the problem health and has been confined to her
always intenss itching which in- s solved, unless sensitivensss de- home for some time
valves not only the red spots. but velops to some other substance Howard Dow is employed at Tule-
the entire skin This is by no means uncommon lake doing carpenter work
Urticaris can disappear almost as DRUGS BRING RELIEF Mis. W, Frain was saddened
fast as It comes, and often lasts bur | In chronic cases, when the caus by the death of her nephew, Ed
A few hotrs. In some cases, how- cAanuot be du.cmueﬂ T.Iu' Stough, Klam Falls, the past
ever, it goes on for days or weeks,  tion 1 most unpl week Ofne. ves who were
and a chronie condition s known  condition s unsighily, “and wTal were )
which does not disappear after |can be quite intalerable, Ir Caven of Hornbrook and
months or even years cases, Nowev tie use of App:r-u ¢ of Roseburg, sis
Hives may occur afier the eanting which are known as & : 3 Lt
of some fpod to which asperson L ageni=—and these should

senaltive. It can also develop after
A drug or serum has been given,
after infection, exposure to heat
furs, Insect bltek, or many other
things. In other words, it & not
& single disease, but a pecullar
reaction In a sensitive person.
Urticaria differs from many
kinds of allergy in that a sens
persont does not slways show a skin
reaction when the olfending sub-
stance &5 placed o contact with the
skin. Often this faliure of the skin
10 responid (a type of testing used in i
muny allergles) makes disgnosis of
the cause of hives particularly dif-
ficult, Furthermore, tio one knows
why red spots should appear on
the =kin nya'sign of sensitiveness!
In apite of the common difficuly
in pleking out the cause, trentment
i most satisfuctory when an ne-
curate identification of the offend-

the skin- lesions
at a time.
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