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By MALCOLM EPLEY

Remember? It was just seven days before Christmas, 1946, that a hand wos thrust in
to a converted pickle jor on a platform at the Klamath armory, and the dluwmg for 87
Tulelake homesteads was off,

The World War |l veterans who won blocks of the fertile land ot the Northerr Califor-
nia loke-bed that day hove had an eventful, and for the most part, highly successtul and
prosperous year. !

It was not until spring that they got on their homesteads, but the lond was cropped
successtully, in time to get In on some of the finest prices ever paid tor the ogricultural
production of the Klamath country,

Pictorial Review

So Klamath's new homesteaders will be celebrating this Christmas as one of the best
holiday seasons in their family histories. As an appropriate pictorial review of their busy
but happy year, the accompanying pictures, made by photographers of the U, S. reclamao-
tion service, are presented by The Herald and News. Incidentally, these are the only pic-
tures in the entire Yule Tidings sections of today’s jpaper which are not made by Wesley
Guderion, Herald and News staff photegropher. They were selected because they graphi-
cally tell a story that is significant in the Klamath country this Christmes time—a story
of progress and sound pfosperity that means much to the well being of the entire basin,

Santa Good To Them

The new Tulelokers knew, of course, that Santa had been good to them when thair
names were drawn and they were awarded the homesteads in the first drawing for World
War |1 veterans, The cards were falling right, tor they had gotten fertile land, proven al-
ready under farming conditions, worth frem 320,000 to $30,000 for each tarm

The circumstances were generally quspizicus for them. Despite some ftrost damage
it various parts of the basin, their crops graw well end produced heavily. Many of them
went into batley, and this turned out to be the big year tfor barley in the Klamath basin.
Market conditions were never better for the crops of this areo

So they spent the year farming ond building. They had their problems and troubles
and still have them. The first winter may see some pretty tough road conditions down
there. Everything con't be perfect, but by and large, the new farmers of the Tuleloke
country have really gone places in w.ir first year

They've done well encugh that hundreds of other veterans will apply for the 46 new
hemesteads in the nearby Coppock bay area to be opened this winter,

The pictures: *
1 Under cloud-studded autumn |made by placing asbestos shingles
skies, harvesters move over o home- the exterior of a barracks, Congdon,
stead potato field. Note the fre- (former officer a3 th naval
quency of the sacks in the row at [AiF station, a promi-
T nent Yakimn or Tamily,

right, denoting a hesnvy ¥ield arch : :
2 Loe MeMullen, manager of the| 6. Robert G. Solierbeck made a

:
John Wynn becomes

Kinmath Production Credit ssso- |barracks iing into a  good # the pumice tile used
ciation, kmows how well the home- |fmAchInery s , A iction of his new home-
steaders did. “We're proud of the| 7 Frank E 48 made @ barn |stead home. Homesteaders are re-

he said [out of old ba . |qu to construet A livable resi-
Harry and Mavinells Hundley |dence on their property as one step
1 ‘l:.u\' rd “proving up”

repayment they made”
about loans to homesteaders. Dt|
$100.000 loaned. all die has heen |ANd their new home.
repaid. at Pine Blutf, Ark., during th James Bell calls himself the
3. Marinells Hundley, Texas girl| 9 James (.:r. and June S | “happy  homesteader.” “And why
and wife of homestender, pamta'me pump. Stearns played it cau- | he asks “We were eating lamb
the baseboard of a room in their new |tous, rented out his land. “I'm id then the Lord decided to
home. zorry.” he says 2 care of us'
Barracks Into Home 10 and 11. Frank L. Sullivar 17. A potato
4. Paul Christy made his home |batching and says he Wi gel
attractive by putting plywood over |married 1 1953 or 1854, “I'm not |
the rough boards of an old Jap |mature enough,” laughs Sullivan
wWmp barricks | 12. Jehn S, Wynn, Theresa Wnn | th
5. The Shirley Congdons’ home, land John Ray Wrynn, the first baby

Ker on the Jess
man made $I7 a
 potatoes with the ald of
», who flipped the vines from
¢ spuds to speed his wo Not a
mas for him, either

;s SEE HAPPY FIRST CHRISTMAS AT TULE
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