SEC. 111—<PAGE 4

HERALD AND NEWS, KLAMATH FALLS, ORECON

[REC. 3,

WELDNESDAY,

Thousands Of Trees |
From Scott Creek Areal
Cut For Big City Use

By JOY BIGGS

Wihile the pleasure of trudging home from the \\.‘..,‘-dsl
with a fragra
reserved for those
city lights, trees bunched on a cr

t evorgreen in tow for Yuletide festivities is

living outside the reach of the beaym of

wded corner bring to city

dwellers a to Chrnistmas spirit, with @ romantic
aura of the p I )

The trees, cut in beoutiful wooded mountains bring a
hint of star-shine and falling snow 1o city apartments. en
hancing the holidoy season. Cutting of the trees is not dane
indiscriminat bt \ te and regulation, cuthorized in
national Torests Dy Did

Each little tree, the ge between tour and five feet
high, routed fromy the Rogue River national forest, Scott|
creek areq, to Calitorma homes this Chrnistmas, s per !
With close, com he redles thick as fur on o cat's
back, thevy are called trees by the torest
rangers —they hove sc green tinery, .’nn_i.c'
seems supertlucus ond are needed to dress

them up

High Stumpoge Price
v for the uniform pé
s the pr

ineal toot

riection or this year s har-
wce paid by the bidder This
the bid, topping cll pre-

sfmas trees

then holf top price neretofore was
per lineal foot in this section of the Northwest

Only the cream of the crop 15 cut at such prices
Thinnir thickly wooded areas is not the object of the

Trees cut for

nt's Chr

forestry mos tree scles

haliday the clg ched slowly-growing variety
i.:l‘.s'.llt«‘ bla for timber which s cut from tast-growing frees
with wide-spaced bronches

The contrect on this sale of silver-tip or Shasta red fir,
which covers 11,000 ocres in the Scott creek area, calls for
cutting not less than 1000 trees per year and no more than
3000, with four years allowed for cutting 10,000 trees

Two green whirls, or branches, must be left on each stump
by the cutter, ond in many instances daformed trees, not
merchontable for other uses are cut for Christmas. This is
oll notural growth, that is, not specially planted for holiday
nor any other purpose

Prime Trees

f n this sale were between 20 and
40 years old, oll prime with gocd foliage, healthy ccler and
nice symmetry of limbs her made the first days of |
cutting easy with a light blanket of snow an the ground only
lending atmosphere to the ope
Trees the age of these must be handled with care in load-
ing, as their limbs are brittle and snap easily. Limbs of the
younger cnes are more resilient and spring back to place
when bent, without injury. Although many of the trees in this
cutting are forest giants for decorating hotels and banks,
the average is much shorter, dwindling down to a gocdly per-

centoge of minigture size ond toble models,

Most the trees cut ¢

Mild wea

on

Beautiful Country

Operation on this saie started ot the base of Mt. Scott, in |
maojestic country of mountain spires and canyon fastnesses, |
ot an elevation of approximately 6000 feet. A four-wheel
drive truck was used for houling and sleds were available
but were not necessary os the crew found it easy to cut all
the trees wanted without leaving the road by many yards
Cuttings were piled along the roodside until dusk put a stop
to the work, when the truck come down the mountain stop-
ping for pickups en route.

A new procedure is being experimented with this yeor
under supervision of the forest service. That is, topping the
trees, cutting o little Christmas tree from the top of a grown
tree. A sharp-toothed, 12-inch pruning blode on a 15.foot
hondle is used for this work and the cut is made at an angle,
The object of this is to produce ancther tree, growing two
in time, from the same trunk. The top branch left will start
pointing upward and form another tree with its own verticle
branches in another 10 or 15 years if this experiment comes
up to expectations

Restrictions Set Up

In certain designated arecs, not, however, in loaging
areas such os Scott, cutting of trees is forbidden within 100
feet of roads. Cutting is also restricted in recrestional and
administrative oreas of national forests, on new growth
over old burns and sparsely-wooded meodow lands

White fir and other specit an be removed at the option
of the operator and any improvement work he wants to make
in the sale area is up to him, with opproval of the forestry
department. This he will sometimes do if it will benefit him-
self during the lite of the contract.

The forestry service gets 2 cents per lineal foot, of
the sale price, to be put back into the area for improcvement
on o long-term scale, not to be realized in the duration of the
sale, but of future benefit to the stand. Other receipts from
the sale go into the general U. S. treasury, and 25 per cent
of the total goes back into the county for improvement of
roads ond schools. Therefore, 25 per cent of the total, in-
cluding the +fits the county within which lies
the forest or part of it from which the trees are taken, Bid

on the Scott creek area wos owarded in August, 1947,

Trees Assembled

Lewis Byron Ansted 15 the successtul bidder on this
section, one of four controct bids, The three
other bids were awarde moon Produce company of

Medford, Ansted will cut on all the soles and wholesale his
trees to the H

The trees in this cutting are assembled at a point on the
sand Creek will be measured by forestry
men, Similar t s in the national forest, Christ-
mas trees ar -

meocn

e ’_"-" wh ere

cé
It wos ¢ y planned by Ansted to houl the harvest
to Redding where it w { remain In cold storage until time
to market them in the cities of California. He has decided,
however, to leave the trees at Sond creek as the weather is
the some degree as the cold starage house would be, until
time to market. The y drawback to this plan is the threat
of a big snow storm thot might bury the trees and cause |
additi wark in digging them out

The forest service measured the trees and checked them
out for shipment around December 1,
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IN THE PICTURES

The picture of a load of Christmas trees somewhat re- |
sembles the picture used on the Christmas seals this year,
emphasizing the progress made in modern transportation
fram the old ox-drawn load of trees on the seal

A grove of growing trdes forms the background in this |
winter scene, taken at 6300 feet elevation at the base of
Scott mountain in the beautiful Cascades. The cold mantle |
of crisp snow beneath the truck shows marked tire indenta.
!.ons.\ {Tep). |
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WORKERS ARE HALF-BURIED in fragrant
ing trees from the great Northwest for the lfresldes of city dwellers
red fir.

evergreen hranches during the operation of harvest-

These little fellows are ofien the crowns or spires of big irees,

Right: Table-size model of Shasta

LEWIS HYRON ANSTED tests the teeth of the pruning hook used for topping (all ones. Righi:
Jusl one more for that (oppling load of greensry. For more on lree harvest, turn (o Page Six

-




