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Christmas Traditions
Come Down Through Ages

By LOIS STEWART

Ihere is a garland woven of Christman legends, ay sweel |
ly frn-_,mul and nostalaic as the carhiest remembered Christ
mas mormings of childhood. Did you ever stop 1o think  that
almost every single Christmas tradition has behind it g beou- |
tful story, tinted by time and re telling as only such a st ry |
can be! |

Why di we deck o Chrstmaos trees with tinsel?

And why do we putl up a Christmab tree, abywoy?

Why do we place a lighted candle n the window, allen
I ois an slectric one thesy days! FHere are a few answers on
why we do what we do ot Chistmdstime |

An old Christemas tale tells how tinsel came to be u'.t'-||
in decorgting the troe. A very neat housewife, one Christmas |
Lye leng ago, put up a little tree for hee children with simple |
gilts upon o Daring the night a sphder come and wove h-'.‘

for every favored lady on your list
Christmas means the loveliest hosiery you can buy!

tittess NYLONS

Now available in all of

—  MNoMend Nylons, 45-gauge ... . $1.65
NoMend Nylons, 51-gauge .. s V9D
NoMend Nylons, 15-denier ... ... .. .. . . 2.35
NoMend Rayons e [ . |

wob from branch to hranch all over the tree. The Chiist
Child, greatly distressed because of the unhappiness  this
would cause the neat housewite, turmed the cobwebs  ink
silver and ever since, tinsel has been o faverite adornment |

the Famous 5° Leg Types

fisr o Christinas tree |
Candle Signiticance

Candles huve long been signiticant in Chostmas decoro |
tons. In the Latin church Chrstras was called " The Feast T
of Light: Candla highting naturally lollowed the Yule!| .'|| Tiah. OTHER FAMOUS BRANDS FEATURED AT THE TOWN SHOP
hight. Lighting condles is a cuslom common in many coun CAMEO, KAYSER, STRUTWEAR
tries. but traditionatly it s osociated especially with Trelond
Much of lreland is desolate countey with few towns and the |
lrish have long had the custom of placing lighted candles in -
thieir window n Chiristenas Eve, a4 o guide and on invitation e
et all who, like Mary and Joseph, are secking lodgings for
the nighit
The mioderit vse of Chastivas trees i sad 1o hove come
either Lrom Germany of Trom the Low Countries. They sprang |
inta popularity in England after Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert used one in 1840 The idea, however, 15 ot ancient
origin, having s foundation in the Bible In lsoioh are the
waorels The glary of Lebanon shall come: unta the the fur __

trae, the pihe trge dod the box together, to breautity the ploc

Y She Loves

af My Sanctuary! ¥ h
There 15 also o story that a piece uf living greener ; Costume Jewelry
brought good luck, and veiitars stepping int homes of then ““‘
friends would always present them with a brang) I over v.
grecn
No Christmas traditions are complete without mention of « + + for their sparkle, their
certaln ammals v art, we bind representotions of the ox and giftiness, and becaose they're
the asts Sullicient warrant for their inclusion tound | such an important accessory Lo
putting together two peswages trom the Old Testament lsaioh this season’s fmyhions. You'll
has said. “"Thie ox knoweth his owner and 1the ass his Maste gloat over finding such a fabg-
crib.” Habakkuk added. “In the midst of two beosts loas collection of necklaces.
earrings, bracelets, pins—doz-

— ’ g o
Thou be found ens of sparkling accessories! _

Old Legend Told

of the glow warm or firelly  Th

LINGERIE

There s a little legend

insect was resting on the boards above the manger and when .
r
he saw that a dwine child hod been born, he was so happy F"": ";-‘"3 th°“58L°’:5 |
that he wanted to go out and tell all the armimals. but it was an ady ave rands .'N, to 5' Lm il federaltax

dark and he could not see The angels, secing thie worthiness -
of 'his desire, placed a little lantern between g windgs, so hi

v went out and flew from tree to tree and brash 1o brush telling GI !
the glad stary . J . eamin
Some folk lorists ass ate the (;h.r. (RTH] tree  with, St MatChlng Sllpsf Pantles . C g
Boniface, an English missionary in Germany duting the eighth | e~ "N ompacts
century. On Christmas Eve he vald to have cut down a |

for her if she's 6 to 60!

How she'll love to flash any of our
gold or silver-colored siyles . . . floral
or whimsical motifs . . . many wilth
mesh trim for evening whirls!

sacred nak beneath which humon sacritices hod been of

fered. As it tell, a hir tree mimculously appeared beyvond it
and this, unstained with biood, the saint proposed as an em- |
blem of the new faith, Others gssociole the Christmas troe

J
blas  cut wlips  Tor wrinkle-
proul smoothness. Bias pan
tles,

Pantics 8% ta 7.95

with an l.'\lll 1:}"_;\"!“? that a -l'uu-'l"-u;; h-.lf\1'.\lﬂ Hn"-ll!- "['|1 ""f“"; [ Slips 229 to 14.95
accurred at the hime of Chrst s Dirth ang e freds DI0SSOmMe
in the midst of snow ond ce, l.oo to |0‘95
+ Holly And Christmos Plus Fed. Tax
Many legends are connected with the familiar haolly .
which from ancient times has been o symix F immortality Lovcly Gl{"’ GOW“S
because it l.lL'l'.'F'. truit in the winter. One belef h-lhl‘:. that Extravagant looklbg. Fawns H
holly symbolizes the Saviour s crown ..f_ thiorn and  atother . in satins, erepes and sheers andbags
thot because the holly kept secroet the Saviour's hiding ploce Colisbs  are  black, f(earose,
when His enemies were secking Him, it was rewarded by the pink, white, vellow, coral and Any st]le or fabric she desires
privilege ol keeping its lec es green all winter It 158 also said A{HA, ::nt;w:kj “t'hnn Town Shop!
1 a holly bush God spoke to Moses in the wildernoss tepiiles, leathers, suedes, fab-
that from a v bush God spoke Vi ¢ 2.50 t5 13.95 rics—in sizes and shapes that

According to another legend, on the first Christmas night

suit her individuality,
herds was cought by a holly

. 1.95t0 5.00 %"

a hittle lamb following the s
tharn. and the red berries are the frozen drops of blood

The uie of mistletoe is similarly rooted i superstition
This purasite plant was sacred to the Druie priests af ancient
England who eut it trom the boughs where ot grew with a
Q.-il]-_'n sickle never used for any other purpose The twigs
wore proesented to people who waore duty bound to accept
them and 1o show apprecation by bestowing g‘;lf!h The mustle
oo was then hung over their dodrs and it wat Pelieved that

Gift Pajamas — Many Styles

Prettilsy  printed and  ruffled 3.25
ravons  or  precisely  tablored
braadeloths (o0 pamper her to
P X prefierence. Foll  siee

range! 8-95

only happiness could pass underneath
Mistletoe Kiss
That is said to be the argin ot the mustletoe kiss trads

tion. Another explonation is that the mistletoe with its pearl

like berries was a symbol af purnity to the Druids and associot-
ed with the rites of marniage; hence comes the tradition of |
the kiss beneath ity mystic bough during the Christinas sea: |

For the Princely Gesture!
Lace Over Satin Princess Fabrics, $1 to 2.95

HOSTESS GOWNS suedes  and  leathers, from

185 to 1095 In tailored or
Equally elegant as an eve- Io 95 dressy sivles
ning gown with (s rich ray- b
on satin showing off  lovely

to
pativrns of duinty Chantilly 29 95
lace. White, blue, green, .

Billfolds

For your favorite career giel ., .
popular stvles in genuine leather
with Identification holders and
slide fasteners,

2.50 to 6.95

Plus Fed. Tax

S0ty |

In some churches the mistletoe s considered a pagan
syimbiol dnd may not be used in Christmas decorations. There
& on ancient beliel that the Holy Cross wos made from the |
QT\IE—.H!'lqu and atter this the ;l|(:|r:| withered

Santa Claus, the Amerncan counterpart of 4% Nicholos
who iy honored 1y different lands dunder various names and
Quises, was introduced to this country by the Dutch settlers
St Nicholas, who was bishop of Myra in the time of Con
stontine the Great, s said 1o have supplied three destitute
ymaidens with dowries by secretly leaving a marriage portion |
for each al her window  In time, the populor fHetion arose
that he was the bonger of gidts Tor children on Chiristmaos
The distribution of presents originally  took place on St
Nicholas Eve, December 5, but was transferred to December |
24, 1o invest the fostival with added importance in the eyes
ol children |

ROBES 4.98 to 31.50

Chenilles, ravons, satins, quil.
ted amd Jerses s

Umbrellas

She'll apprecinte @ fine um-
brefla from our stoek, Water-
proof fabrics in gay colors.

4.95 to 7.95

PRETTY HANKIES . ..
A Gift Tradition

Colorful floral prints. whiles
with finely embroldered mo-

s of monpgrams, and many
others in & complete arrax!

25¢ to 4.98

SHOP THE STORE YOU ENJOY--.

L Fhe Town Shap

Stocking Hanging

: 5t Nicholas used to be |L‘||Il'5f.'l!l<_'d as o venerable old
man dressed as o bishap, riding a white horse or donkey and
garryina a bosket

The honging of stackings is sametimes accounted for by
a story that 5t Nicholas on one of his midnight expeditions
climbed a roolb and dropped a purse down a chimney where
it chanced to tall into a stocking that had been hung up 1o
dry.

It is not known just how St. Nicholos® horse or donkey |
come to be transformed into the legend of Sarmta’s reindser
According to a children's story, the Lord asked St Nicholas
to take gilts to all guod children and told him 1o carry the
gifts in a sleigh and to choose whatever animals he wished
to draw it. But 51. Nicholas wos unable to decide and Tinally
an angel appeared who told him to let a little child iy
him. So St. Nicholas and the child visited the animal kinadom
but the lion roared, the elephant swung his teunk menacingly,

d all seemed unsuitable excopt the little reindeer who laid
IMeir heads on the ground and looked lovingly wp at the child
“These,” St. Nicholas said, "shall be my choice.”

500 Main Street
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