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We believe that the public interest comes first.
believe that it is in the public interest to grant wunion

that wage rates be all that can be reasonably justified.
not, however, justify to our customers, agreement to

service.

Since collective bargaining discussions began in Fe
did all we could to avert a work stoppage. We offered

refused and a strike is the result.

employees. A settlement on any other basis would be
those who pay the bill.

- The Telephone Strike

This telephone strike seriously affects public welfare and se-
In our opinion, it's unnecessary and just doesn’t make

We do not

which would add an average of $45 a year to your telephone bill.

Telephone employees are well paid. That's the way we want
it. It is to the advantage of our customers and our employees

mands which would add $100,000,000 each year to the cost of

the liberal contracts under which employees were working. The
unions refused. Then, in recognition that the public interest comes
first and to attempt to prevent a disastrous work stoppage, we of-
fered to arbitrate the basic issue of wages. But the unions again

We are keeping our arbitration offer open. We recognize the
seriousness of a strike, but. feel it is better in the long run to bear
the burden of a work stoppage until agreement can be reached that
fully reflects the interests of telephone users as well as those of

The Public Interest Must Come First

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company

demands

We could
union de-

bruary we
to renew

unfair to

OF KLAMATH FALLS

Most people are in sympathy with the working man and would like
to see them have the best wage and working conditions possible, and
most people are sympathetic with the Labor Unions that are required

to strike in order to obtain these conditions.

’I_']m Klamath Falls Central Labor Union has placed the Klamath
B‘»us Company on the Official Unfair List, upon the request of Motor
Coach Employees Local Union No. 1055 after due investigation of the

complaints of the Local Union.

_ Perhaps an explanation of the causes which have led up to this
action wolsld acquaint the Public more on the subject. In May 1945,
Local 1055 and the Klamath Bus Company signed agreements covering
the hours, wages and working conditions of the Drivers on the com-
pany’s busses; among these were a 51-hour work week, and because of
W ar cnndiuons_ generally, the local union granted the Company the
option of working more than 8 hours per day without overtime rates.
Also contained in this agreement was a “Maintenance of Membership"

ahn -‘rl Minaral N “"&xl‘ l‘- . »
| et ek, Rk clause which provided that the Company deduct the dues and forward

to the Union. This clause was violated very shortly after the signing of
the Azwr_emenl !Jut because of the large number of workers emploved
on our War Projects, who depended on the Bus Company for transpor-

tation, no action was taken by the Union.

The Company coerced the men into dropping their membership by
threatening to cut back to a 40-hour week, this making it unusually
hard for them to get by on the hourly rate as agreed upon. The men
naturally preferred to work long hours because from their point of view
it was necessary to earn every dollar possible in spite of the fact that
it was ruining general conditions throughout the area. The Government
and all its political subdivisions have declared that 40 hours per week
should be long enough for any worker and has®provided that overtime
for all time worked in excess of 40 hours be paid. The Klamath Bus
Company insisted upon 51 hours before any overtime should be paid.

When the Union Representative requested the Company to pay the
same rate and work the same hours as prevailed in other cities and
towns of a comparable size, the request was rejected. When pressed for
action the Company stated that if an Agreement was reached it must
be by the workmen who were all suspended from the Union for non-
payment of dues and subject to penalties. The Company again refused
to acknowledge its responsibility under the Agreement to maintain
membership for its workers, but fired the only remaining member in
wood standing of the Union. Today the entire crew are being recognized
as “Strikebreakers” and are going through picket lines, the Union hav-
ing placed special fines against these men. Pickets have been placed at
variovs loading stations throughout the city and all members and
friends of Labor have been requested to stay off the busses until such
time as the Company is willing to comply with the same general condi-

tions as prevail in other cities.

Local Union 1055, Motor Coach Employees, have filed Unfair
Labor practices against the Company on two separate accounts and
these cases are now pending before the National Labor Relations Board.

Accordingly the Klamath Falls Central Labor Union in its i'nvea.ti-
gation has determined that the Klamath Bus Company, through its vio-
lutions of their Agreement with the Motor Coach Employees Union
1055 did become unfair to the Labor Movement and we again urge our
members and sympathizers to remain off the Klamath Bus Companys
properties until such time as the Company will live up to their Agree-

ment.

Avrangements can be made by those having no personal transpor-
tation, with any one of the Taxi Cab Companies for regular pick-up
mornings and evenings wherein the fare can be divided between several

viders, five for the price of one. All Taxi Drivers are members of the

A. F. of L. Teamsters Union.




