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Astronomer Points Out The
Facts Concerning Meteors
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Tall Tale Tells Of Way
To Get Out Of The Army
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lowed his example. Off came
their trousers. They lied the
knots and lined up in front of
the door.

But still none would go first.
No their ancient courtesy de-

creed that the American visitor
should have the honor of pre-
ceding them.

"Hell again." said the frustrat-
ed sergeant, "I knew this would
happen."

But the plane was almost
scraping the peaks. He had to
act.

"Follow me!" he shouted, and
holding his pants overhead
leaped out. As soon as ho dis
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cuped discovery. Wo went homo
cmpty-humic- The K e e in i n g
slow motion and low ultlludo In-

dicated minuteness.
Tho terms "meteor" and "me-

teorite" uro sometliues confus-
ing. A meteorlto In tho solid
muss, :m matter whether It Is a
million miles from the eurlh, In
our atmosphere or ul tho eurth's
surface, A meteor Is the lumi-
nous phenomenon produced by
tho meteorite's rapid flight
through the iilr.
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appeared from their sight he

out," said sergeant. "All we're
carrying is passengers."

"I know," replied the pilot,
"but we're going to ram into a
peak in another few minutes if
we don't lighten this shop."

"By the way," the sergeant
pointed out, "I just checked and
there's only one parachute
aboard."

The pilot said something un-

printable.
"I'll sec what I can do," said

the sergeant. "Hell, there's no
use in everybody getting killed."

He went back into the plane,
lined up the Chinese troops be-

fore the open door and gestured
for them to jump out. They were
interested in his game but
couldn't quite make up their
minds to play. None would go
out.

Demonstration
"Hell!" said the sergeant. He

buckled on the only parachute
a western device whose function
the Chinese had no way of know-
ing. Then the sergeant took off
his trousers, tied a knot in each
leg end and, holding .the pants
by the belt swished them back
and forth overhead. They bil-
lowed with air as he bent his
knees as if to jump.

The Chinese grinned. They
got the sergeant's idea. They

happy chattering passengers seat-

ed around a small fire they had
started on the floor of the plane.
They like their rice, cooked.

They also liked to gamble.
Many veteran 7 Jockeys swear
that the winners on occasion
picked up the loser and tossed
him out the plane door amid
general Chinese laughter. It was
certainly a sure way to get out
of the army.

And that brings us to our tall
story, probably dreamed up by
a tired bumping "the
hump."

Heavy Load
A plane heavily loaded with

Chinese soldiers was flying over

pulled the ripcord of his para'
chute his own ticket to safety.

Br HAL BOYLE
NEW YORK, Feb. 10 ()

This Uttlo tale is one you don't
have to believe. I don't myself.

But it ii a legend among the
army transport pilots who used
to ferry Chinese troops in the
Far East. Some fliers insist it is
true.

Hauling Chiang 's

troops wasn't a pleasant duty for
anybody concerned. The Chinese
soldiers were Ignorant city cool-

ies or bewildered farm boys
most of them not mad at any-

body and more interested in a
rice bowl than the war.

The American fliers felt sorry
for them. But they didn't like
carrying them because they
messed up the planes. Many got
airsick before the wheels came
up.

They had no idea of plane
travel and practiced certain little
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"Kuthor than believe that

slunes fell from heaven. I would
think those two Yankee pro-
fessors would lie."

To President Thomas Jeffer-
son is accredited this statement
regarding Professors Sllliman
uiul Kingsley of Yale. These sa-

vants, utter a thorough investi-
gation, hud uiKiouuced thul tho
shower of stones which peppered
Weston, Conn., on December 20,
1807, hud actually tumbled from
the curly-daw- sky. Only min-
utes before, a dazzling meteor
with a blazing lull hud glided up
from the northern horizon and
burst with a great scattering of
sparks near the zenith. Soon ex-

plosions and prolonged rum-
blings were heard.

Previous to that year, very
few scientists believed that tho
queer, scorched stones we call
them meteorites wre wan-
derers from the great Interplan-
etary spaces. It was considered
superstitious and ignorant to
hold such Views. But after 1807,
scientists rapidly joined the op-

position camp. The 1040 tabula-
tion of meteorites lists 1347 au-

thenticated fulls over the entire
world during historical times.

So well accepted today is tho
belief in "stones that full from
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One by one the docile passen-
gers true to his orders jumped
out after him, each clinging to
his knotted pants.

The lightened plane rose and
went on. And the passengers?
No complaints have been heard
from them. At least they got
out of the Chinese army. Or so
goes the talc as I heard it.

FINDING THE "TIME"
PHILADELPHIA. Feb. 11 t,W

Henry Blunt lost his $50 watch
last June 16. The other day,
sloshing through five inches of
snow, he kicked at a bright ob-
ject then picked it up.

It was the lost timepiece.

rugged mountainous terrain.
Suddenly the plane developed
trouble. The mountains began to
get closer. The ship was losing
altitude.
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weight fast or we'll crash," the
pilot told his crew. "There isn't
a place to land."

idiosyncrasies that drove me
American crews to the fringe of
reason. For example, one pilot,
smelling smoke, rushed back
from the controls to find his

could float through the air with
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rocks arc often mistaken for
meteorites. Many are reported
as having been seen to full. Nu-

merous erroneous ideas have
arisen regarding these objects.
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733 MainSince the noted meteor sliower
of last October 9. scientists have
been "bombarded by finders of
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false meteorites.
The widelv-hel- notion that

these objects reach the ground
in a blazing condition is incor-
rect. They huvc been blamed for
setting fires to houses, strnw
stacks and dry gross. A flaming
meteor may seem to float slowly
to the ground nearby when actu-

ally it is 100 miles distant and is
setting beyond the horizon. Meas
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urements of neignts iniorm us
thot meteors seldom remain lum-
inous after thev get down to 20
miles above the enrth. When
their original speeds of many
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miles per second have been
slowed by air resistance to about
one mile per second, they cease
to glow.

Lew s R. Williams, schoolman
of Kelso, Wash., writes tlint
when he was in a Columbia river
town, the insistancp of some ob-

servers that a brilliant meteor
leisurely settled to the ground

jPayable on September I)
not far away, led him to or-

ganize a search for the resulting
solid remnants. "I took a party
of 200 school boys with me and
spread them over the locality in
such a way that no meteorite of
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Iniulation blown into th attic of your houi will lava up to
ona-thir- oi vour iual. aiva battar heat circulation, and keep
your houta coolar in lummar. .Photo allows method of installa-
tion. Insulation may ba installad on terms, with no money down.
For completa information, phona the Kuhlman Insulating Com-
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Actually couldn't be built today
for less than $500.00! All around stake truck bed
for freighters, farmers and other hauling. Bolted
set-u- p ; fits any type truck chassis ; bolted hardwood
flooring with metal skid strips ; tail gate ; reflectors.

Available Twe in a Package SaM Either Knocked Down e Set-U- p

Singles Available Knaeked Down or Set-U- p
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GIRLS' AND MISSES' SKIRTS REDUCED!
Girls 5 to 14 Mitsei 24 to 30 '

00
for the girls . . skirts in pretty bright colors . . . pleated . . . gored

. . draped ... a few belted . . . Misses are skirts in beautiful
plaids . . . solid colors, including a few whites . '. . all the latest styles . . .
A real Penney value in ol skirts!
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