;J Merl Crawford Case

Expected To Go To

Uury; Testimony Ends

The trinl of Merl M, Craw
ford, Klumuih Indlan sccused of
ruping Mrs, Elizaboth Pelerson
on the night of February 20 at
ler home ot 2027 Eberlein, was
expected lo go lo the Jury this
alternoon,

The defense and prosecution
both  closed thelr coases this
mornin and  Clrealt Courd
Judge E)u\'ltl . Vandenberg or-
dered a recess untll 2 p. m. when
he will Inatruct the jury.

A, L. Brandt, elreult court re-
porter, was called this morning
by the state In robuttel mnd tess
tifled briefly as to stutomonts
Crawford allegedly made at the
wllce stutlon on the night of
s nrrest,

Asslstant Diatrict Attorney J.
H. Naplar made the stale's open-

Ing nrgument and stated that
rape Is one of the most dreadful
crimes In history, He called

the alleged ¢rime one of a re-
volting, terrible, and bideous na-
ture,

Cloalng Argument

Chief Defense Attorney
George Roberts of Medford then
presented the closing argument
for the defense, He assalled the
statn's fullure to produce the

wwhiskey and brandy bottles and

"the glanses that were testified
tn have been on the dreainboard
in the Petersenn home. He re.
peatedly emphosized thut Craw-
ford was belng wled for rape
and not asxsault and haue?.

Roberta siated, “‘that Craw.
ford Is gullly of the crime of
afstult and battery but that the
evidence produced by the stale
does not disclose thot he s
gullty of the churge of rape.”

He questioned the motlves of
the distriet atlorney's aoffice in
not producing Alfred Buaken ns
n wilness. Reed had testitied
that HBanken was present upon
two occaslona the night the al-
leged crime wus commitied and
Roberts declnred that through
the fallure of the state to pro-
duce Hanken ns n witness, the
Jury was forced to surmise what
Bauken's story might be, He
concluded by saying that “the
time element leaves oo much
to the Imagination,” and in a
lowered volee dramatically ank-
ed the jury to return a verdict
of not guilty,

Closes Case

District Attorney Clarence A.
Humble gave the closlng argu-
ment for the state and sald that
the siate had produced every
fact necessary to prove Lhe
chnrge of rarn and asked the
i\;ry to find the defendant, Merl

Crawford, gulllty of the
chirge.

Mrs. Elizabeth Pelersen, the
complaining witness in the case,
took the stand yesterday after-
noon,

* Upon Interrogation by Asslat
lant District Allorney J. H, Na-
ler, Mra, Pelersen siated that

e first time ahe ever saw Craw-
ford was In the Reed residence
on February 20. She ldentified

« Crawford an the man who alleg-
edly altacked her later in the
evening at her home.

#She mald that she stayed at
the Reeds about 10 minutes and
then returned to her home, She
went Into her bathroom and
upon going to the kitchen found
Crawford standing there. She
atated that she was frightened
and nsked Crawford where he
lived. Mrs, Petersen testified
that she then started to go out
her back door with the Idea of
cnllinf n taxicab for Crawford,
but that he seized her b% the
hair, She screamed and Craw-
ford grabbed her throat and
pushed her Into the front room,
she declared,

Amtaults Charged

She teatifled that she elther

fell or was thrown to the floor
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and that Crawford atlacked her,
She charged the defendant as.
sanilted her three times and thet
he beat her with his fisls when
she allempled to rise or reaist,
One blow, she suld, knocked her
unconsclous, und the next thing
she remembered lucidly waa
when she was examined by Dr.
Peter H. Roxendal, county health
officer, at her home later in the
avening,

She further stated that she did
not consent to the mlleged nct at
any time and realsted with all
her strength,

George Roberts, chief defense
allorney, asked Mrs, Pelersen
durlnf the erossexamination If
she did not fall to ldentily Craw-
ford at a previous trisl. Mrs,
Petersen denled upon further
eross-examination that she had
ever suid nnything nboul having
clgurs or clgaretlon nt her home
when Crawford remarked thal
he wag oul of clgareltes.

She aald that she did not know
that Crawford follcwed her to
her home untll she got to her

back door and turned and saw |

him enter her yard. She also
vehrmrnﬂf denled that she and
Crawford left the Reed home to-
gether, bul sald that she left
firat.

She admitled saying, "Yes m
husband told me that was him,”
when asked to ldentily Crawflord
at a previous trinl, She denled
that ghe had a drink or two with
Crawford at her home.

“Like a Boast”

She testified that ahe did not
show Crawford her chicken
coop or that she fell while en-
tering the coop on her way back
to her home from the Reed resi-
dence. She stated that while in
her home Crawford attacked her
threa, times “like a beast,”

Dr. Rozendal testified that he
examined Mrs, Pelersen on Feb.
ruary 20 at her home. He de-
seribed Mrs, Pelersen's physical
condltlon, «a¥ing that she had n
brulsed sealp, that her left gnw
wun swollen, and that her face
and forehead were covered with
clotted blood.

The defense then called Mra.
Sue Hayworth, 2033 Eberlein,
who sald that she and her hus.
band lived next door to the Pel-
ersen residence on Februnry 20
and that, although she had her
windows open, she heard no oul-
ery that night from the Petersen
resldence.

Mrs. Merl Crawford festified
that she and Liddie Wilson had
visited the Reed home on May
4 and that Meed objected to her
(Mrs, Crawford) talking private-
ly with Mre, Reed. She furlher
testifled that Reed and Mrs, Pet-
ersen had four or five drinks
oul of u cheese gloas,

Crawlord Testifles

Crawford, the defendant, took
the stand In his own defense.
Crawford sald that he and a
friend had drunk a full quart of
whiskey before he called upon
the Reeds on February 20, He
testified that Mrs. Petlersen had
reveral drinks at the Reed home
and thati she sald that If he would
come to her home her husband
had some clgars or cigarettes,

She led the way to her back
door with him following, he
stated, and showed Crawford her
chicken coop. He sald that she
stumbled while entering the
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chicken coop and that they then
wentl on to her house logother,

Crawford declured that he of-
fered her a drink when they
reached her house and that she
actepled, He mald that they
stood drinking In the kitchen for
40 or 45 minutes and that she
then made advances toward him,
appurently affected by the liquor.

{ie nccepled her advances,
Crawford sald, but claimed he
did not repe her ns the act was
culminated through mutual &on-
sent, U?on approaching her
ugaln, she refused, Crawford
waid, saying that her husband
would be home, This angered
him and he hit her with his fist,
he testifled,

Upon cross-examination by
Humble, Crawford sald that he
wos too drunk to remember
making any satements at the
elty pollee statlon after his ar-
resl. He gald that he did not
recall flghting with Reed, but
thought a pollee officer siruck
him when he asked to have the
handcuffs loogened, He sald he
ditd remember hitting Mrs. Pets
ersen, but did nol recall tearing
her underclothes, At this point
the defense rested Ita cane,

Mry., Pelersen was recalled to
the stand In  rebuttal and
strenuously denled mnklmf ad-
vances toward Crawford. Hum-
ble then asked the court for mn
adjournment until Wednesday
morning which was granted by
Clreult Court Judge David R.
Vandenberg,

|Archaeologists To
Study Peninsula

LONDON, June 27 (F) — A
| Russian archacological expedi-
tlon from Leningrad ls now en
route Lo the Chukotku peninsuln
| in Slberin just opposile Alaska
to do excavatlon work expected
to “clarifly many questions In
connectlon with the population
of North America,"” the Moscow
radlo sald today.

There long bas been a theory |
that prehistorie North Ameri-
cans migrated from the Asintlic
mainland across a landbridge
since vanished Inlo the Bering
son.

Bible School Picnic
Slated For Thursday

The plenle of the wacation
Bible @chool of the Methodist
and Christlan churches will be
held Thursdny, June 2B from
11:30 to 3:30. Each child Is 1o
bring his own lunch. Drinks
and dessert will be furnished,

On Friday, June 20, the clos-
Ing program will be held at the
First Christian ¢hurch, 0th and
Pine. at B p. m. All parents and
friends nre invited,

AIR STATION GALL
FOR MORE WORKERS

An urgent call from the naval
alr station for guards and fire
departnent employes huas been
placed with Jack Almeler of the
U, 8, employment service,

There i a demand for 50 men
between the nges of 21 and 45
for work In the fire department.
Veterang with or without experi-
ence and clvillans with experi.
ence have priority in these posi-
tlons, . Men without experience
w!lii be hired and trained on the
ob.

T'wents men above the age of
21 ure needed for guard duty
throughout the statlon. All of
these  positlons pay 8180 a
month,

Applicants should apply at the
U, 1: imployment  service, drd
and Main,

Oregon Able To
Aid Meat Situation

PORTLAND, June 27 (#)—
Oregon, with more beel cattle |
on furms and ranges than at any
time for 15 years, could eanily |
flll yawning meal counlers ex-|
cept for government regulations, |
the state director of agriculture |
sald here.

E. L. Peterson ftold directors
of the Oregon Food Merchants
association vesterday that Ore-
gon has 748,000 beef cattle, 436,.
000 dairy cows and young stock,
184,000 hogs, and 1,082,000 sheep
and lambs,

He declared that [l-advised
regulations prevent the stock
from reiaching consumers, and
recommended these changes:

Cancellation of the new cus-
{om slaughtering regulation; ad-
Jusiment of slaughter quotas;
qualifying more slaughter
plants for intersiste shipment:
authorizing the regional and dis-
irict OPA for emergency action.

Klamath Man Serves
In Guard Of Honor

FORT LEWIS, Wash. — Cpl.
Edward McConnell of 2053 Rad-
cliffe, Klamath Falls, was chosen
to serve as a member of & mili-
tary guard of honor furnished
President Harry 5. Truman on
his recent visit to Olympia,
Wash,, where he presented the
Congressionn]l Medal of Honor
to Sgt. John D, Huwk.

Cpl. McConnell is a member
of Company A of the 383rd
military pollece battzlion sta-
toned at Fort Lewls,
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[VFWA:Iu Restoration
|Of CCC After War

|
| PORTLAND, June 27 /)—
|'The Oregon department of Vet-|
|erans of Forelgn Wars wants (the
lclvlllan conservation corps to be |
{reestablished after the war. |
|  The VFW said in s resolution |
|that the plan would both re-|
| habilitate  relurning veterans
jand Improve the forests.
| Other resolutions ssked the
sate to establish a home for
aged veterans and proposed a
und o pay for nahm'.: and
|hunting licenses for servicemen |
ton furlough.

Classifled Ads Bring Results

| States

STETTINIUG GIVEN
CAPITOL'S WELCOME

WASHINGTON, June 27 (/)
Secretury of State Stettinius and
other members of the United
delegation to the San
Francisco conferenice were en-
thusiastically welcomed back to
Wakhington today by the senate
foreign relations committee.

The commiftee, which Sena-
tor Connally (D-Tex.), one of the
returning delegates heads, mo-
tored from the capitol to the air-

HERALD AND NEWS—THRER
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port nearly an hour before the
\world charler shapers flew in
| from the west const.

Arriving in the same plane
that brought Stettinius were
Connally and Mrs. Connally,
Senptor Vandenberg (R-Mich.),
Minister

fax, Mexlean Forelgn

| British Ambassador Lord Halis

| Ezequiel Padilla, Brazilinn For-

elgn Minister Pedro Leao Vil
loso, and Dean Virginin Gllders
sleeve of Barnord college, only

woman on the Amerd
tion at U‘NCIEI. - J_lllp
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