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| left-right) Primo Minister Churchill, President

IIied_!.eaders At Big Three Meeting

IANS ADVANGE TO RHIN

Gatherod at Livadia palace during the "Big Throe conforence at Yalia, Crimoea, are: (seated,
Hoosevelt, Proamior Stalin; (standing, left to right)
| Fleld Marshal Sir Harold Alexander, Fleld Marshal Sir Honry Maitland Wilson, Field Marshal
| 8ir Alan Brooke, Admiral 8ir Andrew Cunningham, Gen, Sir Hastings lsmay, Admiral Ernest
| KXing, Air Marshal Sir Charles Portal, Admiral William Leshy, Gen. George Marshall and Rus.
slan delegates. This Is an official Britlsh photo sent by radio from London., (AP Wirephato).

Relaxc.c_tion of Italian

Armistice Terms, Query

By The Agsociated Pross

LONDON, Feb, 15 (41—Some
relnxntion of Ttallun  armistice
terms and n possible inquiry by
P'residont. Roosevelt  inlo ars
| rongemonts for  the rellef of
| Freneh civillons were Indlented
| today by continentonl dispatehes.

The best avallable Informa-
tlon In Parls was that Mr,
| Itoosevell hod not yel reached
France, although a Purls brond-

HOUSEKILLS T
BO0ST O POWER

By PAUL W, HARVEY JH.
| SKLHM. Feb, 18 (M — The
proposal 1o boost the tux on
pross income of munlelpal pow-
er systemy from A Lo §) per cent
wits Killeed unonimously by the
house today, while the sennte
sent to the houge by o 20 to @
vote o mamorial asking congress
to approve n proposed constitu-
tionnl amendment Hmiting  the
president o two four-yeor
lerms.

The house publie wellare
commission recommended  pass-
ape of 4 bil) to remove the $40
monthly old oge pension ceil-
Ing, the bill to be considerced
by the house tomorrow  with
(Conlinued on Poge Two)

Virginian Held
In Wife's Death °

COLUMBIA, S, C,, Feb, 15 (/"
| Sheriff T. Alex Helse suld todoy
that L. 8. C. Epes;, 20:yenr-old
son of o prominent Vieginia
family, atteibuted his  wife's
denth to an overdose of seda-
Llives, s

The body of Mary Lee Epes, a
srotty  28-year-old Jocksonville,
Mln., sthbol teacher wos dug up
yesterday from a _shallow fox-
hole grave neny Fort Jackson
where Bpes wos  being held
punrd dp the forl - hodpital, his
throat and  wrists swathed in
bandnages.

Arnf_\r nuthorities - saled  that
Epes atlempted Lo ledll himself
lasl Monday by sleshing himself
with a ragar blade,

Helse sald the autopsy showed
that. *Mrs, Epes came to  her
donth o8 n result of a sovere
blow on the liead. Also she had
bieen drugged before her death.
Earlier the state ldentification
bureau announced that a head
blow seemingly had been the
cause of death,

Record Size Tree
Felled by WTC

LONGVIEW, Wash, Feb, 15
(/Py—A specinl logging lrain left
the Weyerhacuser camp today
with 11 seetiong of log cut from
“the Bl one,” lnrgest tree cver
felled by the company.

Tho 1ogs contaln 71,641 board
teot with the butt log measuring
11 feet in diameter and welgh-
Ing 80,000 pounds, When the
tree was. felled In Mount St
Helens nrea last fall it was 256
fect long. )

A count of rings In the stump
showetd the tree started growing
about the year 1285 A, D, and
was 227 years old when Colum=
bus discovered America, a coms

Ia ag ()
LTI lnﬁrmﬂl:y:iuvenlm

pany spokesman sald.

Into French Relief Loom

cast sald the president, on his
way back from the Crimean
conference, was reportod by Lhe
Maurseille press “lo hove made
a short stay" al Marseille
French Mediterranean port,
Expocted In Ilaly

President Roosevelt waos ex.
i:eclcd to visit Italy on his re-
urn trip and arrongements to
recelve him also have been
Imade both by the Froneh gov.
ernment and by allied head-
quarters, snid 0 news story
pagsad by allied censorship from
Paris lnsl night,

This dispnteh, by AP Buresu
Chlel Edward Kennedy, sald
"one of the war's grentest seans
dals may come oul” In eonnec-
tlon with French relief if the
president  visited Fronce, He
st high-ranking ndministration
officials and nrmy officers had
been summoned o be prepared
to meet the president,

“Judging from this," It was
ndded, “the president may in-
tend to Ingulre Into the prob-
lem of the relief of the French
civilinn population. 1t s re-
ported that White House direc.
lve for more of this relief have
nat been fulfilled.”

In Washington, OWI Director

(Continued on Page Twao)

Demos Win First
Test on Bill

WASHINGTON, Feb, 15 (41—
Democrats  barely  won  their
first house lest today on the sen-
nte-onssed Georpge bill, key (o
confirmation of Hanry A, Wal.
Inge ns socretary of a (rimmed-
down commerce department.

The housge voled 202 to 192
fo proceed with consideralion of
the bill to rip the multi-billlon
dollar RFC out of the commerce
office prior to o senate vole on
Wallnce's confirmation,

Two minor parly members
Joined 200 democrats on the test
vole while 18 democerals aligned
‘t.\lvitll 174 republicans in opposi-

on.

WITNESS TELLSOF
MANPOIER s

By FRANCIS J. KELLY

WASHINGTON, Feb, 15 (49—
The senate milltary committee,
|trying to deelde whether coer-
| eive monpower conlrols are nec-
esgary, nsked an army wilness
today  whether the service is
making the best use of its uni-
formed persennel,

Li. Gen. Thomns Handy, dep-
uty chief of staff, begon his re-

1y by deserlbing. the army’s als
acation of Its Pnrsonnel.

Chalrmon Thomns (D= Utah)
fold  reporters  lhe committee
learned from Handy thal:

Throo-Elghths in U, S,

About three-eighths of the
army Is in the United States, the
remalinder ‘oversecas.

About five per cent of those
in the United Stales are in hospi-
tals or in' the process of being
hospitalized, ineluding men
wounded overseas nnd returned
to the states,

About 10 per cent of the army
Is on special limited duty, This
Ineludles the Waes,

The equivalent of approxi-

(Continued on Page Two)

BOMBERS HIT AGAIN
AT NAZ TARGETS

LONDON, Feb, 15 (F)—Amer-
fenn heavy bombers carrying
oul one of (he greatest air of-
fensives of the war, blasted Dres-
den again today, and bombed
the clogped rallvards of Cottbus,
only 12 miles from a seclor in
which Russian spearheads were
reported operating,

Sl another force of Amer-
fean heavy bombers again at-
tacked the synthetie ail plant
outside Magdeburg, 75 miles
southeasl of the smoking Ger-
man ‘capilal.

Even while this greal armada
of more than 1100 Foriresses
and Liberntors with 460 fighter

(Continued on Page Two)

PORTLAND, Feb, 15 (#) —
Vilma Suberly, the petite blonde
the federal government accused
of multiple husbands, denled
everything today, Including an
FBI Insinuation thot she dyes
her hair,

She grew rather talkative in
county jall while awalting henr-
Ing on removal to Sacramento;
Callf,, where she was indicted
on a charge of illegally obtain-
Ing $4600 in cdependents’ allot:
ments,

“Eight marriages they say—
five sallors, n soldier, two eivil-
jans,” She lifled her shoulders,
“Am 1 that good looking n girl?
I only liad one husband, I mar-
ried another hut when a guy
dles he i5 dead, isn't he? And
I'm never going (o marry
again,”

Small Woman

She's a small gicl, with a
amnll mouth and speaks rather
quietly, If rapidly. She toolc is-
stie with the FBI hint that she
has as many changes In color
of her halr as she sllegedly does
in husbnnds.

“That's another lle,'" she pro-
tested, "Look al my hair, It's

like: corn slik, 1L they can gel
¥

Blonde Denies Multiple
Husbands, Dyeing Tresses

nnyone to prove It was ever
black, or red, I'll holler: 'Guilty,
here I come'."

Charges "Baloney"

She said FBI charges against
her are “baloney,” that an FBI
agent had a grudge against her
and thot If she sees him ogain
she'll” “tell him what he is —
from the top of his head to the
tip of his toes.”

"He went into my postoffice
box,"” she said glumly. “Can I
halp 1t 1 other people gel mail
in my box? I'm not guilty and
I'll prove it, If 1 have the right
Judge, I'll never be before a
jury,

“They may stick me—but the
only thing they ean stick me on
15 that I didn't pay an Income
tax last year,

"Don't belleve (hat stuff
about my being in Oregon only
a year, I've been heré two years
and I'can prove it. I was hera
during the flood and 1 know
just how high that water got.,"

Almost shyly, the hazel-eyed
blonde, who says she is only
26, detlared she had been in
love only once and that she
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marriage.

Russians Cross Neisse
River; Units Fight For
New Bridgeheads

By JAMES F. KING

LONDON, Feb. 15 (AP)—A German military spokesman soid today Russian tank and
cavalry forces, smashing ahead 17 miles in 24 hours, had crossed the Meisse river in an
arca only 65 miles from Berlin in the drive on the German capital from the southwest.

Other spearheads, Moscow dispatches said, had raced 22 miles in the offensive west of
Breslou and reached Goerlitz on the Meisse only 53 miles east of Dresden and were now
battling for bridgeheads in southern Germany.

A Tass broadcast from Moscow later said the Russians had reached a point only 45

miles from Dresden,

Marshal Ivan Konev's steadily reinforced blows fell with a speed and success which sug-
gested that German resistance had been almost paralyzed.
Allied bombers continued one of their greatest offensives just ahead of the soviet col-

The Berlin military spokesman said Konev’s free-wheeling columns had reached the

Yanks Tighten Trap
On Doomed Japs

MANILA, Feb, 15 (#)—Under
skies black from new enemy de-
molition destruction, American
troops cautiously tightened an
inevitable death noose today on
Japanese so cesperate they cold-
bloodedly shot and bayonetted
civilians in south Manila,

Yanks of Lhree divisions
closed in on the enemy, fight-
ing for each street intersection,
amid a flood of front line re-
ports of Japanese atrocities
matching the rape of Nanking.

The Americans had to move
carefully so as not to kill ciyil-
lans within the Japanese lines.
Front line accounts told of the
cnraged Japanese shooting and
bayoneting the unarmed clvil-
inns at thelr mercy,

Fire Swaeos Town

Explosions and flameg;swept
the old Intramuros, the Ermiia
and Malate districts ‘along the
Manlils’ bay shore south of the
Pasig river mouth, The: devasta-
tion, wrought by demolition
charges, threatened to equal that
which ravaged the Escolta busi-
ness distriet north of the river,

The doomed Japanese, holed
up primarily in the Intramuros,
where some walls are 40 feet
thick at the base, were weaken-
ed but still fighting. Japanese
artillery fire fell off markedly
afler American big guns poured
a'deadly barrage into the enemy-
held seclor Tuesday and Wed-
nesday.

Reach Campus

Troops of Ma). Gen, Robert S.
Beightler's 37th division, bear:
ing the brunt of the house-by-
house onslaught, yesterday
reached the University of the
Philipplnes campus, a half mile

Allies Regain
Ground in Italy

ROME, Feb. 15 (#)—German
Infiltration tactics drove back
Amerlcan outposts on the Tyr-
rhenian  coastal sector of the
Ttalian front and a nazi raid .in
the Serchio valley forced an-
other slight withdrawal but the
ground later was regained, al-
lied headquarters announced to-
day,

Deserlbing the Tyrrhenian ac-
tion, the official report said:

“Hetween Strettoia and Ser-
avezza our oulposts moved back
a short distance after cnemy
forces infiltrated our lines and
also launched a raid about 500
yards east of Stretloia.”

France Prepares
For FDR Arrival

PARIS, Feb. 15 (#) — Elab-
orate arrangements for recelv-
ing Presldent Roosevell in
Franece were pursued today, but
there still was no definite in-
formation on the president's fi-
nal deecision whether' he will
visit this country.

Some high officers sald they
believed the president would
visit France. In French officlal
quarters it was said no official
word had been received on the
subject,

Uruguay Declares
War on Axis

MONTEVIDEO, Feb, 15 (F)—
The Uruguayan government de-
cided today to declare war on
the axis, i

There have been indications
that *“Venezuela: will follow suit,
leaving Argentina the only
South Amarican country not at
war with Germany and Japan.

Today's Uruguayan decision
was made by the cabinet and
resident, and now goes to par-
jament for ratification,

from the high commissioner's
residence on the bay front.
The Japanese still held the
general hospital nearby, how-
ever, and the American position
was untenable. The hospital has
been converted into one of the
enemy’s strongest positins,
Asgociated Press: Correspond-
ent Fred Hampson sald the ene-
my was. confined to en area
about 5000 yards by 2000 yards,

LB BANS T
THITIC WERPO

By KARK R. BAUMAN

WASHINGTON, Feb, 15 (%)
The government brought out fo-
day a. new, drastic weapon for
use agalngt detiers of war labor
board orders.

' Its first use cancelled the war
contracts of, and denled prior:
ity assistance to, E| A, Labora-
tories, Inc.,, Brooklyn, N. Y.
The firm manufactures ship
landing lights and other elec-
trieal equipment.

Denial of priority assistance
in these days of scarce mater-
ials is a penalty of extreme
seriousness. Conceivably it could
put a manufacturer out of busi-
ness,

On the ground that the com-
pany had ‘‘persistently refused"
to' comply with WLB orders,
Fred M, Vinson, director of
economlc stabilization, last
night directed the army and
navy to cancel “all contracts
with this employer as rapidly
as possible."”

Vinson acted under executive
order No. 8370 which empowers
him lo issue “such directives as
he may . deem necessary” in con-
nection with the enforcement of
WLB -orders.

This: he described as the
“‘other weapon in our arsenal,”
the! ofher 'being government
seizure,

Indicating the government
may use the seizure procedure
less sparingly in the future than
in ithe -Montgomery Ward and
other cases, Vinson called gov-
ernment possession and opera-

(Continued on Page Two)

Too Much Rum,
Says Wallgren

OLYMPIA, Feb. 15 (#)—In-
venfories of rum and wine
whicth were termed ‘terrible
and ridiculous" are forcing the
state liquor control board to sell
some ltems at below cost in or-
der to move them, Governor
Wallgren said this morning,

"“The inventories left by the
outgoing administration inelud-
ed 155,000 cases of wine, 55,000
cases of Imported rum and 18,
000 cases of domestie rum,"” said
the governor. “For some idea
of how over-loaded we are in
this respect, compare it with
1009 cases of Scotch whiskey left
on the shelves”

Group Refuses
To Add to Draft

WASHINGTON, Feb, 15 (#)—
The house military commitiee
refused today to broaden a
nurse-draft bill to require the
registration of all women, re-
gardless of occupation, between
the nges of 18 and 45,

The, action was taken in closed
seaslon and on & volce vote,

Committee members sald the
rejected proposal was offered hy
Representative Clare Boothe
Luce (R-Conn, It would not
have subjected all women to na-
tlonal service but merely have
required thc{n to register,

~¥Autobahns,

or military high-
ways, both northwest and south.
west of Forst, 65 miles from
Berlin,

Forst Is on the west slde of
the Neisse, 12 miles east of Coit-

bus and 40 miles north of Goer- |y

litz.

The town i5 17 miles west of
Sommerfeld, which the Ger-
mans said the Russians reached
yesterday.

The Germans said Konev in
this area had established a
“loose connection" with Marshal
Gregory Zhukov's forces fight-
ing east of Berlin, where they
have established bridgeheads
over the Oder south of Fuers-
tenberg. Fuerstenberg Is 27
miles north of Forst,

To the south Konev appar-
ently had bypassed the impor-
tant rallway junction and
stronghold of Kohlfurt® in his
22-mile jump from Bunzlau to
Goertlitz on the Neisge, last nat-
ural barrier before Dresden,

Kohlfurt, 11 milés northeast
of Goerlitz, Is a five-point trunk
railway center. §

Demurrer Upheld

In Stevens Case

Circuit Judge David -R, Van-
denberg sustained the demurrer
filled by Attorney Joseph C.
O'Neill in-the interest of his cli-
ent, Herbert Daniel Stevens, Ma-
rine . Barracks, and Thursday
morning ordered the case re-
ferred back to the Klamath coun-
ty grand jury for further consid-
eration. -

The demurrer was argued Feb-
Tuary 8, by O'Neill and District
Attorney Clarence A, Humble.
Stevens is held in the Klamath
county jail in lieu of $5000 bond
set h{ the court following on an
indictment charging him with
assaull while armed with a dan-
EErous weapon.

The charge against lhe marine
veteran is a result of the death
of Karl Bold, Henley rancher,
who was found unconscious De-
ember 8, in the rear of Kerns Im-
plement company on S. 6th. Ste-
vens was arrested by the mill-
tary and held ih the barracks'
brig until the grand jury refurns
were presented to the court Jan-
uary 31,

Draft Menaces
Striking Workers

SEATTLE, Feb. 15 (#)—The
draft, looming as a real threat
to some sitriking shipyard weld-
ers, will "have to take  its
course,” Henry A, Doty, presi-
dent of the strikers' independent
union, said today.

Production at the two affect-
ed plants, the Todd Pacific ship-
vards and Todd dry docks, was
crippled further when more em-
ployes were lald off because the
lack of welders slowed up work,

"company spokesmen said. The

strike started Friday.

DUTFLANKING
NENAGES AUKR
INDUSTRY R

British Troops Crush
Violent Counter .
Attacks '

By HOWARD COWAN

PARIS, Feb, 15 (#)—Canade
ians fought through flood waters
to the west bank of the Rhine
oppesite Emmerich today and
swung slowly along the northe
ern end of the Rhine valley in
a drive behind the Siegfried
line threatening 1o outflank the
Ruhr munitions industries,

The 20-mile Kleve front was
the only active one In the west,
On its south flank, British Em-
pire troops crushed a series of
violent German counterattacks
and pressed close to the key do-
fense bastions of Goch and
Calear, v

Gathers Momentum

The Canadian first army ate
tack gathered momentum foday
after the troops shoolk off six
more frenzied counterattacks,
the same number as yesterday,
There were signs of enem
tering under the bombardment
of massed batteries of artille
and skies full of planes. Kessel,
ive miles west of Goch, was
taken,

Newly-captured prisoners in
sodden mud-caked grey uniforms
straggled to the rear looking
ke a parade of scarecrows.
They were silent and woebe-
gone; their eyes were red with
fatigue; their stubbled f{aces

(Continued on Page Two)

SUPERFORTS AN
BONIBS 1 APA

WASHINGTON, Feb, 15 (#).
Superfortresses rained fire and
explosives anew on Japan's
home island today, and K War
Secretary Stimson sald Nippon's
“diminishing area of conguest
offers no secure haven of safety
anywhere."

Almost simullaneously the
war, department aunounced that
a new group of the giant bomb=
‘ers now: Is operating from Tinl:
an island in the Marianas,

Damage Acknowledged

The cabinet mmember's coms-
ment, evidently a reassessment
of his wviews of the' air war
against Japan, came shortly
after the Tokyo radio acknowl-
edged damage to the important
industrial city. of Nagoya from
a fleet of 60 B-295, The enemy
account said the planes loosed
their explosive and incendiary
bombs also in the Mie prefeg-
ture across Atsuta’ bay from
Nagoya. B

Discussing the Superfortress
blows against the Japanese
homeland at his news confers
erice, Stimson sald “the Jap®
nese admit the present damage
to their industry and the cer-
tainty of much greater damage
in the future when they speak
of moving airplane factories and
other vital plants to Manchu-
ria." Enemy accounts have con.
firmed reconnaissance pictures
showing the dismantling of tlze
important factories, Tokyo said

(Continued on Page Two) »

Destruction of .
Records Decreed:

LONDON, Feb, 15 (#)—Both
the Paris and Moscow radios re-

rted today that Heinrich
{immler had ordered the Ges-
tapo to destroy all lists of part
members and payrolls, ;

The order—presumably. Issuéd
fo mask the: identity of party
leaders after the fall of Gers
many—f{irst was applied only fo
eastern front lowns but now has

been extended to cover the
whole reich, the broadeasts said.

Prospects of Exchanging
Tule Nips for Workers Dark

WASHINGTON, Feb, 15 (#)—

The possibility of obtaining Jap-
anese government consent to ex-
change imprisoned construction
workera for Japanese nationals
interned at Tulelake; Calif,, ap-
pears none too good, Rep, Dwor-
chak (R-Ida.) reported today.
« When the Japanese took Wake,
Guam and the Philippines, they
imprisoned several hundred elv-
ilians engaged in naval congtric-
tion. Most were from  western
states, More than 40 have.died
but 1254 are still held In camps
in Japan or Shanghal,

The Japanese government res
cently indicated a willingness to
exchange Amerlcan civillan ins

ternees for the Tulelake Japan-

ese, but has refused to relesse
the construction workers for re-
patriation. I

The state department, Dwor-
shak was informed by Acting
Secretary of State Joseph C.
Grew, will continue to use eyvery

opportunity to bring about the

repatriation of the clvilian worlk-

ers. .

But, Grew added, the deparls
ment has ‘“no grounds {o hopo
the Japanese will nlter thejr
vlewpoint” as to the construc-
tion workers,

Repatriation Method

He further pointed out that
the Gripsholm, which he thought
might be used for the exchange,
‘earries only 1500 passengets,
The present method of selecting
persons for exchange, He sald, is
(1) those held under close ar-
rest; (2) interned women and
children; (3) the seriously i1l and'
repatriable sick and wound
prisoners of war; () interned
men, with preference for mar
ried men who have been longest
separated from thelr familleg,

“1t would be dlificult,” he ob-
served, “to Justity the inclusion
of hehlthy, ablebodied  male
‘construction workers, in any
further” exchange in pre e
to classes 1, 2 mt,u”':: ;




