Errand for Q-74

By Malcolm Taylor
 CHAPTER 1

a

Imhof knew the timetable of the
rald and checked Its progress with
the clock on the instrument panel.

“This i the eighth wave at work
now, I make it,” he remarked.

“I¢ they're on the dot,” the pllot
ecorroborated. “They usually are
in these shows.”

“Head south,” Imho! bade.

Dunforth swung the plane and
Imhof studied the terrain ahead
earefully. In the whole blacked-
out Rhineland, as far as eye could
reach, only three objects stood out
olenrly wvisible; burning Coblenz
and the rivers Rhine and Moselle,

or his purpose, a place, besides,

that he knew well from of old.
*The eighth wave's packing up,”

Danforth announced. "Ours must

be nesrly over Belgium by now,
mﬂubme."'. \

.

“our™ was a reference ic

the wave of bambers that the

pbservation plane had tailed most

of the way from England. Its oc-

cupants, having arrived oyer Co-
with some

E

s%gga
E
;

worked out perfectly. The entirt
attention of the defense was con-
centrated on the bombers. In any
cate, no listening post or detector
was likely {o regisier his descent

he planned to sweep down
from his present altitude of 26,00

leet in a long, silent glide to his
abjective, which was well away
from Coblenz and the raiders,
When the plane was low over the

place where he wanted to land,
he would bail out. No swiveling
light, it it did chance to swing his
way, would reveal his descent.
He had pretty well safeguarded
against that by having his para-
chute dyed black.

;

The bombers would still be ham- |

mering Coblenz long after he
landed. Before the all-clear he
would have made his way to the
outskirts of the city and be wait-
ing to enter, The distance to cover
was not great and he knew the
country well, Affer graduating
from Cornell a decade earlier, he
had studied for three years at the
University of Bonn, farther down
the Rhine, and had spent a whole
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and its larger tributaries up to the
Swiss frontier.

‘ L ]
“Ann‘muul,ulhnrigm. Dan-
forth,” he directed, "0, K
Stralghten out and hold it"

He took n final check.

"Let's go!*

Danforth nosed the plane dowr
and throttled back the engine, anc
their flight hushed to the silence o
a glide.

Down and on, down and op
swept the plane, right in line witk
the objective. .

“Fine!" Imhat approved. “Could
not be better.”

At 10,000 feet he disconnected
the oxygen pipe, checked his para-
chute and rip cord again againsi
the coming jump and ticked thing
off for the last time on a mental
list—papers, money, rations, com-
pass, ete. Everything ready, down
to the least item,

“Soon as I jump you cut and
run for hene. Danforth,” he di-
rected, turning to the pilot as if

to reinforce his words, to give
them the weight of a command.
Imhof knew that there were plenty
of youngsters in the R. A. F,, but
this pilot of the Night Fighter
Command who had been assigned
to fiy him over Germany, either
did not look his years or was
really under the age limit. Either
way, Imhof felt a certain respon-
sibility and wanted his pilot to ge
home safely. But also, for urgent
reasons of his own, he did not
want the observation plane to be
brought down anywhere near Co-
blenz.

He disconnected the Intercom
and got clear of headset and
mouthpiece with their wires. Noth«
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favorite garden flowers. It's a
smart, colorful way of embroid.
ering your linens. The appealing
frames come in pairs o get ready
twosomes of guest towels or pil-
low cases for yourself or for
gifts. Pattern 7573 contains a
transfer pattern of six 4 x 5-inch
frames and two 1%-inch alpha-
bets; stitches; materials needed.
To obtain tms parern send 11
cents in coin to The Herald and
News, Household Arts Dept.,
Klamath Falls. Do not send this
piclare, but keep it and the num-
ber for reference. Be sure to
wrap coin securely, as a loose
coin often slips out of the envel
ope. Requests for patterns
should read, “Send pattern No
RR——— . T— 1)
your name and address.
Berause of the slowness of the
mails, delivery of Herald and
News Household Arts patterns
may take two weeks to reach you
after your order is malled. in.
We're sorry.
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Ing remalned now bul to shorlly
open the emergency panel, pre-
paratory to his jump.

All at once the plane bucked,

staggered, slowed

it it had run into denser atmos-
pheric pressures, while lines of
flame streaked by like a fAight of
burping hailstones or,a melecric
shower

But .ﬁw lines

tracer bullets, and the plane, splin-
tered In a dozen places, dropped
like a stone, =pinning as it fell.

Imhat, his head whirling with
the motion, turned instinctively to
Danforth, but one glance was

enough. Danforth
his seat, his head

It he were gazing at the stars, his
hands still clutching the wheel,
but inertly, making no movement
to right the plane, like the hands
of one dead or unconscious.

(To Bo Continued)
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AROUND AND ARQUND
Flights made by the Army Alr
| Forces within continental Unit-
ed States In 1842 equalled 81,170
trips around the earth.
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NEXT: What was John Paul Jones' real name?

SILENT FILM STAR

HORIZONTAL

1,4 Pictured star
of silent films
9 She was an
early-molion
picture —
13 Arrival
(abbr.)
14 Musical
drama
15 Sea eagle
16 Beverage
17 Tellurium
(symbol)
18 Either
19 Upon
20 Possesses
21 Anger
22 Print measure
24 Insect
25 Sell
27 Finish
29 Criminal fire
31 Implements
24 Railway
{abbr.)
35 Each (abbr.)
36 Beliet
40 Attacked
43 Age
44 Blackbird
45 Intellect
47 Father
49 Inquire
51 Ignited
54 Hypothetical
structural unit
58 Missourl
(abbr.)
B8 Electrical en-
gineer (abbr.)
Bel

(prefix)
65 Simplicity

‘ n ri
ynrg) ide!” o

66 Belleves
67 Powerful
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23 Encountered
24 Excitement
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