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By Charles Courtney
. CHAPTER I ' I

an arrogant pair ofIHAVB Whether they are mak- -:

kif way for a doctor, picking the!
lock on a door behind which
frightened girl li dying in child-

birth, or ferreting at the secret!
bolta of the chest in which Queen;
Isabella kept the Jewels that,
financed Columbus, they are al- -;

ways leading me into unpredlct-- !
able adventures. Soma of these!
adventures are hilarious and fan-

tastic; others, g, and'
most Of them, profitable.

From my earliest memory my
Angers molested every lock,
watch, or motor within reach.!
They strewed my childhood with
dismembered mechanical gadgets,
but they did. not pick locks until
my seventh year. Then they be-

gan by pantry raiding. Our step-
mother was a cook with a repu-
tation, whose jams and jellies
brought highest prices at the local
.church raffles and school affairs.
I She bad resigned herself to a
house strewn with dog bones,
tagged caps, all the flotsam and
jetsam of seven children, but the
jam closet was her holy of holies,
Inside, on the shelves, tidily cov-
ered with scalloped white wrap-
ping paper, were rows of sweets:
apple Jelly, grape chips, wild
blackberry, plum, and blueberry
Jam.

One summer afternoon when
toother" and father had driven
way in the buggy and left us to

tend the baby, we tried to raid
the pantry. The batten door was
of thin, soft pine with such wide
spaces between the boards that
the light showed through, and the
lock was cheap, but we could not
force it .

. I ran into the kitchen and looked
around. In a pan on the table was
the skeleton of the chicken that
'we had eaten for dinner, picked
'white and dean. Collecting a

XmelftOenlou device protects a
sleeping husbond from o morouding

wife. IChoptrr Vll

drumstick, a paring knife, and a
file, I returned to the attack.
After hours of gouging and scrap- -
tag, I whittled at the bone until j

it sprang the lock; then I opened
the closet, took out three Jars of
peach butter, and invited the rest
of the children to a party in the
woods. We might have escaped
punishment If nature hadn't taken
a hand, but father soon found
out why we were groaning with
stomach-ache- s. He went into the
back yard and cut a peach-tre- e
twitch. Because I was the ring
leader, I took the beating, but I
was comforted by my pride.

e .1

TTTHEN her first child was bom;
our stepmother began to want

the house for herself and her own
family. She complained to father
that she was overworked, and we
grumbled because we felt neglect-
ed. Father was trapped by con-

flicting loyalties: sympathy for us
and love for his young wife. As
a result the family was broken
up. My oldest brother and sister
and a younger brother were sent
to our grandmother in Prussia, an-
other brother went to Arkansas,
and a sister to relatives in Cin
cinnati. They were all gone ex
cept me and my r..

At first I was gnawed by a mis-
erable loneliness and mooed about
in the woods, looking for the first
arbutus at the edge of the patches
burned by forest fires, or hunting
wild persimmons that puckered
the mouth when they were not
entirely ripe. At home I helped
about the farm, hoeing potatoes
and gathering apples. With the
house to herself, my stepmother
fixed up the large room upstairs
and rented it to the summer
boarders who came to the moun-
tains from Norfolk, Richmond,
even as far away as Baltimore
"and Washington. They boarded
with the farmers, fished in Three
Forks river, and rode along dirt
highways that were little more
than bridle paths. The $2.50 a
week that they paid for board
was a godsend to the farmers who
had nlpntv nf ham pffffjt. and veffe---
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tables but rarely enough casn tc
buy a pair of shoes.

Our two boarders were a Miss
Neville and a friend from Ports-
mouth, Va. My brother and 1

called them school teachers be
cause they were kind to us and
tried to make a dent in our igno-
rance. Miss Neville liked canta-
loupes, so I ran a mile down the
iroaa 10 a farmer wno grew mem
and brought back melons that
were perfectly ripe. She gave me

Charles Courtney stumbles into a fab-
ulous modem ho rem in the Bronx.

(Chapter X!

nickels and told me tales about
her brother who was an officer
in the marines.

In the autumn, when Miss Ne-

ville left, I ran away from home.

T WAS 9 years old and had never
A seen a sidewalk. Somebody
gave me a ride to Marion. It was
a wonderful town standing against
the mountain, with streets so steep
that you were afraid the wagons
and carriages coming down the
hill would fall on you. I wan-
dered down Main street, looking
at the shop windows, trying to
decide what to do. Before the
blacksmith's shop several horses
were tied, waiting to be shod; at
one side of the entrance hung an
iron key a foot long, enclosed in
a scroll; inside the shop, a heavy,
bald man with his sleeves rolled
up was striking sparks from a
red-h- ot piece of Iron. This was
where I wanted to work.

From breakfast until supper I
ran errands, delivered heavy
packages of hinges or doorstops,
or mended andirons; for in those
days the blacksmith made and re-

paired everything from keys to
iron cart tires. Sometimes I lelped
about the forge, and that I liked.
When the smith saw that I was
quick with my hands and good at
making keys, he often turned them

.Charles Courtney turns down offer of a
$10,000 cut-i-n on mobsters' haul.
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over to me. He disliked locks,
but their intricacies fascinated me.
Before long I had made for myself
a set of picks and skeleton keys.

Soon I made friends with the
boys in the neighborhood. One
evening when the whole town was
celebrating the victory of the local
high school football team,, four of
us walked down Main street, look-
ing for mischief.

"Bet you I can open every door
on this street," I boasted. While
my confederates stood watch, I
picked the locks of five stores.

"Hsst!" they warned. "Hera
comes the cop." We hid while
the one village policeman made his
rounds and perfunctorily started
to try the doors. The first one
opened; so did the others. He
trumpeted up the street, shouting
for the owners. The merchants
came running. We ' stuffed our
fists into our mouths to keep from
giggling while they made hasty
inventories, found nothing miss-
ing, and persuaded themselves
that in the excitement over the
game they had forgotten to lock'
their doors. In my own circle, I
was established as a first-cla- ss

magician.
(To Be Continued)'
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