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"Oh?" Blair left the way open
for Rnnd to go on.

He did, Immediately, in the same
slow, aloof Manner.

"Atherton was in his car, driv-
ing too fast for any man. He
didn't even glance at my truck
when we met."

The policeman rolled the ex-

planation over in his mind.
"Did you see Miss Cleveland

following him?" he asked. "The
girl in the blue coupe?"

"No, Blair, I did not. I wasn't
going to town. I took the detour
over to Harrisburg."

Blair dismissed him. but he was
far from satisfied. Had he im-

agined it or had George Rand
hesitated just a split second be-

fore he denied seeing Pat Cleve-
land?

(To Be Continued)'
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began, "so I don't suppose you did,
either, Mr. "

"Rnnd," the stranger supplied,
"George Rand. And I did see
Atherton."

The straight-forwa- rd answer set
Blair back on his heels. He had
expected the same denial that he
had received from the other men.

"Where?" he asked bluntly.
George Rand puffed two or three

times on his cigaret and flipped
it away.

"On the highway between here
and the detour," he said, then
when Blair started to say some-

thing. "Just a sec, now, don't go
jumping at conclusions. He was

PAIR THESE UP

by Alice Brooka
These colorful, garden-flowe-r

motifs come in pairs iust rieht
for matching pillow cases, tow-
els or scarf ends. The simple
stitchery makes easy going for
your needle. Using bright col-
ors will add to your pleasure. So
prepare for the gift season! Pat-
tern 7609 contains a transfer
pattern of 6 motifs averaging 4i
by 13 inches; stitches.

To obtain this pattern send 11
cents in coin to The Herald and
News, Household Arts Dept.",
Klamath Falls. Do not send this
picture, but keep it and the num-
ber for reference. Be sure to
wrap coin securely, as a loose
coin often slips out of the envel
ope. Requests for patterns
should read, "Send pattern No

, to followed by
your name and address.

Because ol the slowness of the
mails, delivery of Herald and
News Household Arts patterns
may take two weeks to reach you
after your order is mailed in.
We're sorry.

HOLD EVERYTHING!

What worries me is what
we're gonna do about this soap

shortage!"

By Adeline McElfresh

GEORGE RAND

CHAPTER IX
rPHE murder of Randolph

things in a worse
mess than before, or so it seemed
to Fat as she sat at the window
of her living room, idly watching
passersby. Her ankle, now neatly
bandaged by Dr. Meade, gave her
an occasional twinge that re-
minded her of the scolding expres-
sion in the family physician's eyes
as he dressed her foot.

"Young lady," he had growled
t last, "you certainly punished

yourself. Vou stay off that foot for
three days. Understand?"

Pat stretched luxuriously and
settled back In her chair, but her
thoughts kept straying back to the
subject uppermost in the mind of
every person in Miavaie: wno naa
killed Joe Parker? And Randolph
Atherton? What, if any, was the
connection between the two?

Elinor Roberts came !n at noon.
"How are you, Pat?" she asked

as she seated herself by the fire.
"Dave said you were pretty upset
last night"

"I was. Dr. Meade fixed my
ankle, then made me drink some
vile tasting stuff to settle my
nerves." She made a wry face.
"It worked, though.4 1 slept like a
baby."

Elinor smiled. She opened her
purse and took out a folded piece
of paper.

"Here," she handed it to Pat,
"Dave sent you a note. I told him
I was stopping by on my way
home."

A quick thrill leaped through
Pat She unfolded the paper.

"Hi, chicken," he had scrawled.
"How does it feel to be a lady of
leisure? May I come over tonight?
Just tell Elinor the verdict Dave."

She gave the note to the other
gin, who grinned impudently wnen
she read it

"Shall I tell him you said Yes'
after long and serious thought?"
Elinor chided, mischief dancing in
her teasing blue eyes. "Oh-o- h,

you're blushing. Why, Pat!"

TlflTDVALE'S police chief, Sam
Blair, was disgusted. He and

his lieutenant had spent most of
the morning in a fruitless search
of the woods around the spot

- where Randolph Atherton's body
had been found in the car Pat had
driven there. Then they had gone
into the construction camp and
questioned the bridge workers,

success. None of them
had ever seen Atherton.

Work on the new bridge was
going on as though nothing had
happened. From where he stood
beside an empty gravel truck,
Blair watched the men shuttle
back and forth at their various
tasks, concerned, apparently, with
nothing but the job at hand.

But Sam Blair was suspicious.
Some one of those men, perhaps
more than one, knew something
about Randolph Atherton. Some-

thing big enough to make him
commit murder. And, he figured
shrewdly,- - that same man had
killed Joe Parker.

The roar of a mighty motor
brought Blair's troubled thoughts
up short He watched the heavy
truck zoom down the incline and
roll to a stop not far from the
man who was busily checking
what appeared to be time sheets.
The man looked up from his pa-

pers, said something to the raw-bon- ed

giant who got out of the
cab, and went back to work.

"There," Blair informed the po-
liceman with him, "is one man we
have not talked to."

The cop nodded abruptly as his
chief turned away.

"Hello, bud," Blair greeted the
man. "I'm Blair, police depart-
ment"

The fellow jerked his head by
way of answering, and Blair
Went on:

"We've talked to everyone else.
Just routine questions, of course."

"Oke," the man grunted, fum-
bling in the pocket of his plaid
mackinaw for a pack of cigarets.
"Have one?" He offered the
smokes to Blair.

TLAIR took a cigaret more as an
opportunity to study the man

than anything else, for he pre-
ferred cigars, but something about
this man puzzled him and he wel-
comed the second or two of closer
scrutiny. But the enigmatic gray
eyes that met his over the lighted
match told him nothing.

"None of the men saw Atherton
out here yesterday," Blair finally
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1 1 Conjunction
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