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CHAPTER 1
NASTY mixture of rain and
snow was driving across Mid-
wvale ax Pat hurried
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“Let's hibernate, Elinor,™ she
called gunily to the pretty blond
girl who was a clerk in the cir-
culation department. *Brrr!™

But Elinor Roberis did not
smile back. There was an excited,
frightened look in her eyes. She
beckoned to Pat.

*You look pasitively scared stiff,
Elinor. What's wrong™

Elinor looked more frightened
than ever. Her blue eves were
wide and darker than usual. She
caught at Pat's coat sleeve like a
drowning man grasps at a straw.

"Mr, Parker was killed last

t.’
For a minute Pat was silent
Bhe gtared at the other girl

speechless from shock. It wasn'
possible! She couldn't believe it,
she wouldn't believe it.

her typewriter..
“Miss Josephine Billingsley,"
she wrole, "entertained the mem-
bers of her Sunday -chool class
at a delightful nre-mnhi:vmt
party Tuesday night, The house
was decorated with . . "
Suddenly sho stopped typing.
She turned Clom Evans,
who was still standing at the win-

dow,
“Clem. Oh, Clem," she repeated
when he didn't mm.:‘whnt was
. Parker working on?"
mnvm turned. He shook his
head, puzzled,

tricla?™ Cleni asked, glancing over
her shoulder at the lwo-column
head she was writing,

“Yep, this is the lust headline"

A short time later Pat wna
searching Parker's desk, some-
thing that, apparently, had not oc-
curred to the police, while Clem
Evans scanned the front page for
mistakes.

There were packels of letters,
clippings, mats and feature serv-
ices, sample columns that had
been sent to the paper, and loose
papers that seemed to be nothing
but an indescribable mess. Pat
tossed aszide the mats, features and
columns. They didn’t interest her,
but the letters and miscellaneous

i papers did

“Ready, Clem?! I have things
half-way sorted out.”

The sporte editor pulled his
chalr over to the desk, Pat handed

“Nobody knows, Patricia, It was

“It we only knew,* she mur-
mured, half to herself. “I wonder |
. .. Clem, let's look in his desk, ;
We might find something*

"We can't now, Patricia,” he rew
monstrated, “Regardiess of what's
happened, we have & paper to put
out™

Pat turned back to her type-
writer and the story about Miss
Billingsley's party.

“I know, Clem," she agreed. "1
just thought—"

“Right after we go to press,”
the sporis editor promised, “we'll
have a look-see. But you know
Joe Parker. He'd want the Ex-
press out on schedule.”

The girl swallowed hard. She
could hear the linotypes out in the
composing room and there was
something reassuring in their clat-
ter. Something to hold onto in a

dumbly. "Murdered?”
Elinor ncdded. She fumbled for
:: handkerchief as tears beaded

eyelashes,

Pat Cleveland didnt say any
more. She couldn't—not about
Joe Parker, her editor, the best
friend she had ever had. She
turned quickly and went to her
own desk in the news room. She
didn’t want to be in the front
office when cther members of the
staff came in, didn't want them to
see that burned in her
after a little while,

wouldn't be so bad.

Joe Parker was an institution in
Midwvale. He had owned the Ex-
press for half a century, had
carved for it a place of respect in

community that few papers
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glod when her
telephone rang a minute later and
Josephine Billingzley informed her
in a stilted voice that she had a
party that “just must be in the
paper this afternoon.” Pat knew,
of course, that the cranky spinster
expecied to pick up some inside
news on the murder, but that was
beside the point. Joe Parker would
want the paper to go on—he had
proved that time and time again.

Pat thanked Miss Billingsley nd
hung up before the sther woman
had a chance to question her, She
rolled a sheet of copy paper into

time came and nothing
had happened. Clem had been
over to the police station again. |
There was despair in his wvoice |
when he told Pat about ft. Chief |
Blair was stumped. He had been I
over the house with a fine-toothed
comb, but there was nothing.
“Everything under control, Pa-

EMBROIDERY LOOKS LIKE
APPLIQUE

world suddenly gone topsy-turvy. \
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by Alice Brooks

This appliqued effect Is won-
derfully easy to do . .. and sure
to draw exclamations of delight
from your family and friends.
It's just fast-going single stitch
. » . Lazy-daisy flowerets com-
plete the design. Pattern 7583
contains a transfer pattern of a
15x19% inch motif and 8 smaller
motlifs; stitches; list of materials.

To obtain thms patiern send 11
cents in coin to The Herald and
News, Houschold Arts Dept.,
Klamath Falls. Do not send this
picture, but keep it and the num-
ber for reference. Be sure to
wrap coln securely, as a loose
coin offen slips out of the envel-
ope. Requesis for patterns
should read, “Send pattern No.
ceciaraniniciog VO sivievec... Tollowed by
your name and address,

Because of the slowness of the
mails, delivery of Herald and
News Household Arts patterns
may take two weeks to reach you

after your order is malled in,
We're sorry.
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Purthaas
Qoupans
Baved the
Day

$25 CREDIT
ONLY $5 DOWN
$5 A MONTH
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Out Our Way

By J. R, Williama

Our Boarding House

With Major Hoople
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BUT 1 THOUGHT
IT WAS A
JOKE -+ GOSH,
THEY DO/

LIKE THAT FOR
ME TO COOK!
A

~ HE'S HALF
A-SCARED
HIMSELF./
EVER BRING UNFASTEN
5 ANOTHER THING ) TH SCREEN

T THERE,

|

1'LL BE BACK FOR SOME
MORE WAFFLEG ABOUT
NEXT JuLyY Fogn:m,
MRS, HOOPLE [ e
BY TAAY TIME ME 2
AND MASARTHUR WILL )
HANE TOJO ALL
TUCKED INTO A
NICE CURW MAPLE

KIMOND ¢

{THAT'S WHN T'M G0 PROUD OF %
YOL GOLDIERS AND BAILORS, &7
RUBE [+ OU'RE BOLDER

THAN FAT LADIES IN BLACKS,
AND YOU'NE GOT ALL THE
CONFIDENCE OF THE MAIOR
STRUTTING TO THE OWLS CLLUB
WITH A QUARTER IN RIS

QNN

POCKET/

LET'S BUM oUT
THE TREASURY ! \
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| paper,

| "I feel a little guilty,” she con-
fided, “but if we should find some-
thing . . "

She left the sentence hanging In
mid-air, There was no need to fine
ish it, for Clem Evans understood.
He just nodded.

“You did a good job today, Pa=
tricia. Parker would be proud of
you"

“Thank you, Clem.," She smiled,
still going through the papers. But
the smile faded quickly as she
stared at the letter she had just
slid from its envelope.

|  "Clem!" she breathed. “Clem,
lock here!"

| (To Be Continued)

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By Williom Ferguson

CANNON FIRE

AND BOMBINGS

DOAOT CAUSE RAIN./

SCIENTISTS Say MAN

CANNOT ALTER WEATHER
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MONTROSE, COLORADO, WANTED
MORE /... SO DENVER IS
EXPORTT HER EXCESS,
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When A cHiLo GETS FRESH, wa

KNOW HE IS SPOILED, * S
MARIA, V. CRAWF.
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him a plfe of Tetters and slips of Il“' Ryder

By Fred Harmon

——
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FINDLN TRACKS !
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(TREATENIN'ME Wit Ilr "RED ﬂ

RYDER!
HELP UM |

A KNIFE HUHZ I'LL

Freckles oand His Friends
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SLEEP, SOM-++ (T8 NEARLY HAVE A FEELNG ! !

(Gowm I Mom! MOM! 1 REMEMBERED
MIDNIGHT / YOU CAN TELL ME |, [ LVE NEGLECTED WHAT L DID ! 1Y
THE REST OF YOUR EXPERIENCES | DO SOMETHING !

TOMORROW | =-v» ILL SEE WISH 1 COULD THINK Two
YOu A WHAT (T WAS / HOURS
BREAXFAST/ LATER g

Boots and Her Buddies
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[ By V. T. Hamlin
NOVELIST ]
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o |RRE§TIROITE] 33 Grain
14 Operatic solo - 35 Long fish
*15 Bay window AP 36 Novel .
16 Is sick 37 Mineral rock
17 Pounds 38 Virginia >
(abbr.) (abbr.)
18 Light brown 30 Leo
20 Dined (M| 40 Matched
21 Titanium ] 4 pleces
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23 Drinks slowly [RETRA 2Ol T 42 Provided
25 Become weary ETET,@.?%%;STMUVU{]E IV‘E- 43 Noise
26 Music nole 44 Finish
28 Exist (abbr.) 4 Markera 49 Accomnplishey;
30 Behold! 44 Charged atom 5 Toward 50 Sodium
31 Passing fancy 55 Office of Price 6 Skills carbonate
32 One of his Administra« 7 Narrow inlet 51 Father
best-known tion (abbr,) 8 English 52 Technical
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about — 50 Step 0 In (preflx) 54 Frozen water
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