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ind Sue were marked up for the
second trick the following week.
It wan their routine turn to take
that trick but she bit her lip in
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It was worse, however, than
Barbeo had anticipated. He came
into the laboratory grinning in his
cusiomary way. Then he saw

and his smile altered, He| Ken trying to have his leg re-set.
nodded briefly. “Working this| Somehow these things just weren't
trick, now?" like Ken as she had known him.

Barbee crimsoned furiously.
Surely he didn't think she'd had
her hours changed in order to see
him. *“We have to take the second
shift every third week, you know,"
ghe explained coldly.

to Barbee as much as Aguring
things out for himself. He stralght-
ned with a littie jerk and tried to
make his smile as cheerful as
usual, “"Don't worry, I'll fix it so
that you won't have to work with
Sue, Stick It out this week, and |
T'll arrange a different schedule.”

him meet her family? What if he
had thought it was because he
wasn't in the Army that she'd
been ashamed of him?

The more she thought about it
the more convinced she was that
she had stumbled upon the truth,
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Barbee went back to her work
In & dare, Ken getling drunk,

He had resented the fact that his
slight lameness kept him out o!’
the service, but he hadn't been
either morose or desperate about
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{0 pay her back for the way she
had hurt him, or whether he hon-
estly preferred the blond girl's
company.

She sald, *“No™ shorily. *1
have a way home."” It ha
to be the truth, Her father had
insisted that she drive the car
since she was ‘?ﬂim‘ late.

L ]

TWHAT happened the next day

didn't help either. Sue came
in giggling. The other two girls
who were also working the after-
noon shift and Barbee were in the
dressing room changing into their

exrrying charge.
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