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KEN CARTER
CHAPTER IV

| ment, AL any rale the lnborntory

1 and grime now seemed a fuscinots

| help us win this war.”

rPHE mon who had come oul of |
the Inboratary door as Boarboe |

tried to open L wia In overalls
with 8 smoke blackoned face, He
steadied Doarbeo with a grimy paw
on her sleeve,

[ beg your pordon, Miw 1T
didn't hear you coming.'" e spoke
with n southern drawl.

Darbeo backed away from his |

touch and Iooked with dlsmay ot
the black dust Imprinted across
the front of her sult where she

ulfled s=ilees, T will brish off,™

"I'm afeald not, Miss,'" the man
Infarmed her. “Chrbon dust don't
come off, it just aticks.”

She looked up at him angrily,
and saw for the firsh time that he
was young, and that his eyes,
slartlingly blue In the griminess
ef his taco, were looking her over
with a lively appreciation,

e felt that she was upset. I
really am morry. Would you let
me pay the cleaning bill?"

Barbes  atiMened. © “Certainly
not.”* MHer most immediate desire
wis to cut this conversation short.
“I'm looking for Mr, Kent. Is he
In?"

“Dave—yes, he's In there” He
stood grinning after her an she
flouneed through the door.

. L] -
]l!’.n entrance was unnoticed in
tha nolsa and confusion of
o place,
"I'I-.;muﬂn A hlue hare of some

crid smoke that stung her eyes
Harbee made out tables cluitered
with dirty glass apparatus, a long
row of hooded, strange-looking
machines along one wall, and cab-
inels, once presumably palnted
white, now « dirty drab color,
whera through grimy glaas doars
could be seen rows of bottled
chemlicals,

Slowly without her’usual self.
amurance, the made her
oward a man pitting at a desk.

“Mr. Kent?"

He looked up sl that, pushed
his hat back on his forehead and
tilted his head to gol a better look.

*The guard sent ma back to
sce you, l—came about a joh"

"Oh—yes." His glance continued
{n appralse her, moved down from
her face, tnok In the smudge of
dirt on her sult, Involuntarily he

(led.
qn:nrbe« relaxed from ner un-
aiiral tenaion. She amiled, too.
“I ran into a man at the door”

“Qh, that must have been Ken
Carter. He just woent out of here.
He's an asaislant foreman out In
the furnace room." Belatedly he

membered manners. “Sit down,

on't you." He indicated a chair
beslde his desk.

' Barbee took it And handed him
the card that had already gotten
her past the guard,

The chemist read it quickly and
Iboked back at her with renewed
intereat, “We can use you," he
sald promptly, “We need more
technicians than we can got. How-
aver," amiling ruefully, “1'd better
tell you Jjust what you're getUng
Into, We don't want to train any-
ane who won't stay with us,"

His glance again went over her
well=tdilored light suit, her ex-
pensive shocs, the ring on her
finger.

“This i dirly work. The women
wear old clothes or smocks, They

ually tle a bundana over their |
alr to keep it from getting dusty, |
We men,” apologetically, "wear |

our hats for the same reason.
We run lwo shifts here In the
laboratory, one from 7 In the

morning to 3 In tha afternoon;
the other from 3 untjl 11, Each
worker has {o take the second
shift every third week.

“Think you want to try it?" he
fnished abruptly.

Barbeo awallowed hard and her
stubborn Hitle chin went up, “Yes
—and 1'll stick. You don't need
fo worry about thal" Her words
were a promise.

. . L]
IDING Into town on the bus her
spirils began 1o tise, Perhaps
It was distance lending enchant=

d brushied sgninst him,
*I:'n #ll right" she zald In » |

that hed shocked hor with ite dirt

Ing place, SBhe began to feel an
oagerness to get on Lhe job,

She was sll] bubbling with that |
ongornoas whon she anl across n |
lunchoon  table  from  Charles
Mowry a litle later, "You've ne
Idden how thrilled | fecl—and im-
portant.  Yen, that's (1. For what |

a rlacker
gradudte when there are so many
others sacriflieing thelr persenal
umbltons for the duration.

"“Thut's sheer nonsense.” She
touched hin hond with a warmly
Impulsive  gesture, “You know
you'll be much more walunble
when you get (hat dogree In cheme
Intry."

Sho had leaned ncross the table
towurd him 0 her eurnestnosn,
He hus blue eyes, too, she thought,
but not ma blue as that man's ot
the lub. i

Bhe slopped her thoughis an-
#rilys Why in the world should
shi be comparing qulet, conselen-
tious Charles Mowry with that

I do In that laboratory will really

An Charles watched Barboe's
shining and eager fuce, hls own
Krow troubled, “You mapke me
ashamed —you and Ned. T feel llke
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HORIZONTAL Answer to Previous Pumle 17 Drivel
1 Depicted state, [STANISTY B 20 Internal decay
— E Lo in fruit
10 Indian 1 TN v 22 Six and four
mulberry 23 Auricle
12 Orgen of -B 28 Him
3 sTrnehl et R :_w 28 {{lnnt
113 Turkish eoin 20 Merry -
| 14 Accomplish N PANSV | 30 Cereal grain
{16 Bow slightly  |AR] E NI 32 Newt
118 Aren measure 33 Man's name
10 Measure of 37 Way
cloth ANV AL "] 38 %o:g meter
20 Undeveloped [P abbr.)
shoot A‘;E?},t Ahg ! HE 30 Was seated
21 Also 40 Foolllke part
22 Molasses 50 Confines for VYERTICAL 41 Music note
24 Conducted grazing 2 Upon €2 Dry
':2; I.Grlldo 81 Writing fluld 3 Internationat 44 Harem:,
Imie 84 Poem language 45 Begin
20 Color 46 Plant part
[ 31 Musteling) 186 Symbol for' 4 Czar 47 Of Troy
mammal radium 8 At this place 48 Spinning toy
34 Ahl alas! ' 86 Italinn river 6 Fish sauce 9 Fish
33 Symbol for 57 Female deer 7 Slay 52 Nelther . ;
iron 58 Measure “ 8 Either 83 Lock opener
46 Shoula 50 Disfigure 9 Symbol for 50 Symbol for
40 Babble i1 Helps tantalum samarium .
43 Accumulate 64 Railway 10 Social insect 60 Candlepowes
48 Western eatlle  (abbr.) 1L, Card game {abbr.) .
48 Important 66 Bismarck Is 14 Payable 82 The gods
melal its e——— = 15 Uneven 63 Street (abbr.)
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