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IN SEARCH OF A GUIDE
CHAPTER XV
“I WON'T lot you do it.”
Lincoln's voice had an edge
to it

Aguin the other lnughed.

*Listen!” he announced. *T am
a mon washed with seventy times
seventy waters of shrewdness and
inlquity. Also, I am your friend.
And so,” slowly, “why not tell me
the whole truth?"

#The whole ... "

*That you fear this girl—oh,
yes—she being & spy. But, also,
that — ah — even sples, women
sples, have soft, zoft lips and
white, genetrous nrms il

1 swoar to you .

*Why perjure ywrsel!" I, too,
have been in Jove—" he sighed—
“more often than there are hairs
in my beard., Very well, I shall
not harm her.”

‘“'What about other men harming
her?" the American asked quickly.
#War, trouble, may be coming this
way. And the gul—n Christian,
alone, defenseless , , .

Say no more, saheb! I shall
stay in Yebba for a while, After
all,” he smiled, “the women here
are pretty and the wines excel-
lent."

He paused; thon spoke wery

gravely:
“In case of trouble, I shall take

her into my own house and, later |

on, smuggle her out of the country
to safety. She shall be to me as
my own flesh and blood—my |
mother, my sister—may 1 eat dirt
it 1 liet"

They shook hands, and ?.nman
Khan asked:

“When are you leaving?"

*Within the hour As soon as
I've found a guide.”

“You'll find one eower there

inting west, “in the huts of the

egroes, And you will need
money for the journey—and a bet-

than your Bedawin

rifle.”

He reached into his broad waist-
shawl and produced a well-filled
purse and a heavy army revolver.
Lincoln took both.

“Thank you,” he said simoply.

“There was a silence. Then the
Afghan salaamed formally.

“Some day, saheb," he sald, “we
perhaps,

“God grant it, friend!”

Zaman Khan walked away, with
a heavy swagger, and the Ameri-
can, without asking himself why
he did it, returned to the inn and

-

SEIZ looked up. *“Writing down

my impressions," she told him.
“Going to make = bock of it. All
about Africa—and the sort of 'peo-
ple one meets there—and how
nice man warned me,” She 1it u
cigaret. *I suppose you've come
1o repeat your warning?"

“No!" was his curt reply.

“Well—don't be so sulky!"

*1," he announced, “have come
‘o m "

“Oh—: ki

“I'm. luving tonight™

She did not speak; only looked
:!: l:onl&n:‘t him b

e was a 50 queer-
ly, so searchingly; and then, on
the spur of the moment, perhaps
for the first time since he had
reached manhood, he was guilty of
sentimental words,

For in a low volce he added:

“Please wish me luck®

“Very serious.™
“.She held out her hand. He took

“Of course I wish you luck,” she
sald soberly, sincercly. “All the
luck in the worldl™

“Thanks"

" He was going to say more; not
nbout his mission, Of course not,
But how he felt about her.

But he did not speak; could not.
He loathed what he called fum-
bling—fumbling mentally, spirit-
ually, It was his New England in-
heritance,

So he bowed, left—and, as the
door closed on him, it occurred to
him that, doubtless for the last
time in his life, he had spoken
with a fellow-American,

L L] -

'WT‘I’B calm efficiency he set

about his final preparations.
He visited the bazaar where he
bought matches, tobacco, a bag of
provisions, an exira box of re-
volver ammunition and a cheap
sliver watch, ‘

Then he went to the Negro
quarter, on the oulskirts of town,
in search of a guide,

From open-air kitchons the
sound of frying escaped and the |
reek of sizzling palm-oil, The mon
were squatling on their haunches,
smoking and spitting and bicker=
ing mand laughing. The women
were at their cooking, finding
time the while to upbraid their
husbands and their offspring in
high, shrill voices. Children of all |
ages and all degrees of nudity
were shouling and playing in the
filthy gultters, |
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HOLD' EVERYTHING!

Because of the slowness of the |

But they were a happy, friend-
1v folk. Friendly, too, at least at
first, to Lincoln.

| They saw in him the Arab, the
man of superior lineage. Once
upon a time, within living mems-
] ory, the Arabs had invaded thelr
Ipmcvrul vilages with fire and
sword, had chained and yoked and
driven and szoid them as if they
were cattle, Still—and the Amer-
fcan tholight of a parallel, psy-
| chological reactlon in his own
ecountry, south of the Mason=
Dixon line—they preferred, to

this day, their former ters to
| the others, (he Europeans, who
had brought them freedom,
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Thelr greetings wore effusive: |
*The salute, O Sheikh!"
“Welcome—and the peace!™

*Your blessings on us—and the
| Lord's choicest blessings on you!™
| He gove greetings in return as
! he wandered about, looking for a

i (To Be Continued)

New York City has an old lnw |
| which makes it a punishable, of-!
fense to open an umbrella in!
front of a horse.
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