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THE CATCH

CHAPTER XIX

AI"F!R lunch the four of us,
Connie, Walter, Kathy and I,
went out on the east terrace,

‘We were all jittery from nerve
ous strain and it was with relief
that we saw Jong-legged Clint
Mattison striding up from the
woods, Kathy hafled him and he
eame up on the terrace grinning
his attractive grin,

Mattison remarked about the
weather, sald #t was grond or
something equally Inane, and
Kathy agreed with him with so
much vivacity that I sat up and
took notice. I watched her and
Mattison and began to conjecture
like a gentimental old busy-body.
Matt maoneuvered the conver-
sation around to fishing and re-
minded Kathy of her unfulfilled
promise to go with him, He
wanted to know if the following
morning would be all right.

Kathy said she couldn't, that
we had n guest coming and she'd
be tied up for a few days. I no-
ticed that she didn't tell Mattison
who it was.

Litlle Judy came bouncing out

door and ran up to Connie and
hugged her tightly, Connle kissed
her and asked her where Jack
was. The cherub looked mysteri-
ous, amd a worried frown cleaved
Connle's white forehead.

But Kathy laughed. She had
glimpsed Jack and pointed him
out to the rest of us. He had
somehow escaped from Imogene
Lake's vigilant eye and had had
another try at Clint Mattison's
fishing gear in the hall. Now,
dragging a rod behind him he was
slipping stealthily from the back
hall door toward the lily pool at
the far end of the east lawm,
Kathy storted to call out to him,
but Mattison stopped her,

“Let him alone, He won't hurt
the rod. Let's see what he does.™

From beginning to end of that
affair Clint Mattison was my jinx.

'ACK knew what to do all right.

He perched himself on the edge
of the pool, got the stick back over
hiz shoulder as he had seen Wal-
ter do, snd then tried to fling it
forward over the water. Of
course the line unreeled as the |
stick went forward, and Jack
threw dewn the rod and began to
pull the line in by hand. Connie
murmured worriedly something
about the hook and catching it in
his fingers.

Mattison sald he'd forgotien
about that. He started down the
steps and across the lawn toward
the pool.

By the Ume he reached him
Jack was pulling hard on the line,
It must have been caught on
pomething. Mattison picked up the
rod from the ground, reeled in the
line until it was taut, and with
weaving motions untangled the
Il;nok from whatever was hold-

g it

He started reeling in again and
at last stooped over and picked
something up from the shallow
edge of the pool.

Dropping the fishing stick he
turned and came back to the ter-
race. On the flat of his palm he
carried a gun.

There was red rust at the end
of its short blunt barrel and on

then approach the back hall door
using it for concealment just as
Jack had done when he had been
lrying to reach the pool without
being =een with the fshing stick.
It was ns clear in my mind as
If T were secing it nctually hap-

it's gone.”™

. Kathy was the first to recover
the power of speech, Her hand
was shaking as she took hold of
my arm. “Gram—you don't know
what you're saying. Who would
have taken »our gun?"

Against my will T found myself
remembering how  convincingly
Kathy had lied to Shaw about
not knowing Derck.

({To Be Conlinued)

Classified Ads Bring Resulls,

aen, The murderer stealing back
to the house—our house, passing
within a few feet of the pool,
which is deep nt the far end and
filled with Uiy pads, and on the
Iimpulse of a moment throwing
the gun into the water hoping that
It would never be found.

1 made my decision.

“There is one thing I think you
ought to know before you hand
that gun over to the police,” I
sajd, and my wvoice sounded hole
low. “It is probably mine,"

I watched their faces, All T saw
was incredulity and horror and
sick shock. Mattizon's head jerked
up and he looked at me and I
tried to outstare the probing sus-
pleion in his eyes.

“l had one,” 1 explained care=
tully, “in my desk upstairs, And

LACY CROCHET
INEXPENSIVE LUXURY

Lacy doilies, the delight of
every housewife, are yours with
ease. These three convnint sizes
are perfet,gon lunchon table or

buffet—lovely as centerpicges,

too. Do them in string or in fine
cotton. They measure 16, 11 and
5 inches in the former. Pattern
7235 contains directions for doil-
ies; materials needed; stitches.
To obtaln thes parern send 11
cents in coin to The Herald and|
News, Household Arts Dept.,
Klamath Falls. Do not send this
picture, but keep it and the num- |
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At SEARS ... IT'S NOT

|| THE IDLE RICH WHO CLIP
e COUPONS
No indeedl It's the regular
|

folks who sometimes run
short of money and like the
convenience of Purchase Cou-
pons in their purse. Get a
bookful today and spend
them like cash when you
need them. Small down pay-
ment, usual carrying charge.

GET YOURS TODAY AT
Your SEARS CREDIT Office
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WAR HITS THE PRESS

NEWBERRY, S. C. (A—The
Newberry Sun, a weekly, car-
ried this announcement by Edi-
tor O, F. Armfiold: |

“This will be the last issue of
the Sun for the duration. The
army has called our last em-
ploye, the third in a little over
a year. We know the nation will
| survive without the Sun, but it
cannot live without victory in
Ithis war."
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HAD WE MADE A RUN FOR SAFET BUT WEN [ Mol MOt HoY
IT, AS YOU WANTED TO, YES! S AFE'? THEY BEGIM | MIT DaT
VE VOULD BE DEAD MEN NOWI, DECLE | THE RIVER THEY CAH 0 DROP [ BRAT ABOARD?
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