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The deputy stared hard at me
but there was a change in his
manner. He offered me an apol-
ogy.

"I'm really sorry we have to
bother you and your household in
this manner, Mrs. Kraik. But the
man was killed on your place, and
we have to do our duty."

I accepted his apology stiffly
and stood at the nead of the
stairs and watched him go down.
Clara showed him out I sup-
posed that was the last I would
see of Sam Shaw.

But I was mistaken.
(To Be Continued)
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gnarled fingers. "No no no.
It was obvious even to the

deputy that Margaret was in no
condition to be questioned.

We went back into the upper
hall. "The rest of your family
would know Derek' Grady, now,
wouldn't they?" he snapped sar-

castically.
I was too weary to parry his

questions. "Derek's mother died
when he was born," I told the dep-
uty. "He lived in this house until
he was 17 year"; old. Then he
went to live with his father."
There was no need to go on with
what little I knew of nis iifc since
then. From his ready identifica-
tion of the body, it was evident
that Deputy Shaw knew more
about Derek's recent activities j

than I did. i

"Besides his grandmother, my
granddaughter end I are the only
ones nere who knew him. The
other servants are new, and my
daughter-in-la- w never met him,"
I finished.
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CHAPTER VI
T GOT up stiffly. "Very well,

then. I'll put in a
call."'

I (Imply told him that Connie
wasn't feeling well, and that he
hid better coma down for the
week-en- d.

While I was phoning I saw a
big black ambulance come up the
drive. They had come for Derek's
body. But it must have been two
hours before Deputy Shaw came
back into the bouse.

He said he would have to have
statement from each of us as

to where we had been between 12
and 1 o'clock. So, I thought, that's
when the coroner had decided that
Derek was billed.

Between 12 and 1, Connie and
I had been at lunch in the dining
room. Later we had taken the
twins out on the east terrace
but that must have been after
1- - o'clock.

Kathy said she had been in her
loom. She said she had come back
about 11 and had had a headache
srd hadnt wanted any lunch.

Shaw seemed interested. "You
came back Miss Kraik? Where
bad you been?"

Kathy answered carelessly. "I
took a drive tliis morning."

"Any place in particular?"
"No." Somehow I got the Im-

pression that she was doing some
very fast thinking. "I I stopped
in the village for some gas," she
added. "You can check at the
Sunoco station."

Shaw went on questioning the
others.
' Imogene Lake told him that she
had been feeding the iwins their
lunch in the breakfast room dur-

ing the hour in question. Sarah
said she had been in the kitchen,
and Clara that she had been serv-

ing lunch to Connie and me in the
dining room, and to the twins and
their nurse in the breakfast room
at the same time.

I had lust remembered that
Connie had left the table while
she and I were eating. She had
said something about reminding
Miss Lake that Judy was to have
no sugar. She must have been
gone from the dining room for five
minutes.

T CAST my sudden suspicion
away, and felt like a fool.

After all, Connie was the only one
of us omitting the servants
who wouldn't have a reason for
wishing Derek dead. She didn't
know him. -

Thinking all this out, I missed
Deputy Shaw's next question. He
repeated it brusquely: "Don't
you have a chauffeur?"

But John was out as a suspect
As I explained to the deputy, I

. bad sent him evly that morning
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wasnt back yet. Shaw said he'd
see him later.
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asked snapping shut his notebook.
"No-o- ," I admitted reluctantly.

"There s Margaret Grady, my
housekeeper."

Kathy's face had gone white.
': have a confession to make,

deputy." I said through stiff Hps.
"We let you think we didn't know
the jiurdered man but he is
Margaret Grady's grandson. I
had some silly notion of shielding
her of breaking the news of his
death gently to her later but I've
told her now."

He blinked his eyes at me. "m
have, to see her," he said roughly.

Meekly I led the way to Mar-
garet's room.

SHE was sitting as I had left
her.

The chief deputy's manner gen-
tled perceptibly at sight of ner.

"Mrs. Grady," he said, "I am
here to investigate the death of
your grandson. We have reason
to oelieve that he was killed be-
tween noon and 1 o'clock. As
a matter of routine, I'll have to
ask you some questions. Can you
remember where you were at that
time?"

It was then Margaret put her
hands up to her face and beganto sob. She rocked back and
forth, tears trickling between her
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