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PLUNGE T0 EARTH

CHAPTER XV
'I‘O complicate matters, Rick was
coming to, and the Jap prob-
ably would be in a few minutes
“Cian you fly this plane?™ Brit
nsked Beth,

"Sorry, They made us every-
thing except flyers at Des Molnes."

“Then it's up to you to keep the
folks In the back seat under con-
trol”

Beth took care of Rick first, He
was kicking around, and it was
obvious that the captives' feet
would have to be tied, as well as
their hands,

Brit turned the cabin lights on,
Both looked for something she
could use to tie ankles together,

Attached to the wall were three

rachutes. Beth pulled one of

hem apart and got a length of
sirong cord, borrowing Bril’s knife
to cul the material

Then she went to the Jap, She
reatoned that it would be beiler
to tla him immediately, then
struggle with Rick, than to take
a chance on having to fight both
of them—particularly since the
Jap might know some tricks with
his feet,

She put the cord around the
Jap's ankles and made it secure.

“Now it's your turn,” she said
to Rick.

There was a m;m =et o her jaw.

- -

Sli‘E waltched Rick carefully as
she neared his feet. This was
golng to be a problem, Then she
saw its solution almost as soon as
she recopmized its dangers.
She fastened one end of the cord
firmly to the Jap's ankles, Then

she formed a running loop in the |

bight of the cord.
She: started toward Rick.
#Watch out,” Brit warned.

But {here was no need to haye |

phy fears.

Beth stepped quickly past Rick,
and as he turned to try to trip
and kick her viciously, she threw
the running loop over his legs and
pulled as hard as she could.

She had the advaniage, and in
three seconds the helpless spy had
been caught and dragged so that
his ankles were tled to the Jap's.

It was a malter of another few
seconds fo tie the knot securely,
Then Beth rolled the pair away
from the center of the cabin and

further Iashed them to the side of |-¢

the plane.
She returned to the front
“Good work, Beth," Brit sald
*You seem equal to anything. I've
never seen anyone cooler ... in
the face of danger or possible
death,"

“A soldier has to face those
things," Beth sald, smiling.

“Right," Brit answered. “You
know, the way I've always locked
at it is that when the end comes,
It will be just like getting transfer
orders. I've been transferred a
dozen times in the Army. Some-
times to a better spot, sometimes
fo a worse. Only almost always
fo a better one. There's some-
thing final about a transfer—it
closes the chapter of your life
which was spent at the last post.”
He stopped a moment. Then he
resumed. ‘“I've always thought
that my final transfer would be
that way—#final, closing a chapter
or maybe even the book, and
mnytlale sending me to a better

“’ﬁmt‘s a good way 1o look at
i, T think" Beth said. As she

-gpoke, she realized that she and

‘Rick had a great many things in
kinship as far as their attitudes
toward life were concerned.

“Fine time {o talk of death,”
Brit laughed, “when we're staring
it in the face! He switched off
the cabin lights again =0 he could
get a clearer view of the ocean.
“There's the island, but it's a thou-
sand to one we'll never be able to
come down on it"

L] L )

BETH looked down on the {sland,
dark and apparently iifeless.

She lenew that dark 2s it was, Brit
was right, He knew, as come
mander of that island, that the
tiny spot in the ocean bristled
with hidden guns which would
blast thom down unless they could
properly identify themselves. It
had been daylight when Lita Dan-
lon's American-made Jap plane
hnd first landed, but now it was
night.

“¥ou can't get through with the
radio?" she asked. 4

“It was plenty of use to the
Tap, bul none to me, Wrong fre-
Juency.'

"There aren't any flares?”

“Wouldn't do us any good. That

would bring the guns into action.™ |

Beth remembered that thera
were two parachutes hanging on
the eabin wall,

“Brit," she sald, "could you Ay
over the fsland lengthwise—yon
know, so we went across it at its
greatest length?"

“Sure,! he said, “Why?!" As he
asked, he swuny the plane around
so that they were appronching one
end of the fsland.

“0Oh, 1 just wondered."

She dared not tell' Brit her plan,
S0 she went back Into the ecabin
and removed one of’ the pari-
chutes. She got into the harness,
and made doubly certain it was
securely nttached,

“Goodby, Brit,” she said. "Stay
aloft as long as you can."

He turned toward her. At first
he did not understand what she
was about to attempt. When he
did, it was too late. Licut. Beth
Carter of the Women's Army Aux=
| fliary Corps had opened the cabin
door and plunged free of the
plane.

(To Be Continned)

Swallows circle around a clus-
ter of roses in these attractive
round filet crochet doilies that
you'll find so useful. Make them
up in fine cotton for incidental
purposes ., . . make a large one in
string for a centerpiece. Pattern
7558 contains instructions and
charts for doilies; stitches; mate-
rials needed.

To obtain this pattern send 11
cents in coin to The Herald and
News, Household Arts Dept.,
Klamath Falls. Do not send this
picture, but keep it and the num-
ber for reference. Be sure to
wrap coin securely, as a loose
coin often slips out of the envel-
ope, Requests for patterns
should read, “Send pattern No.
ceeeee-e 10lOWeEd by
your name and addrezs,
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The Colossus of Rhodes, erect:
ed in 280 B, C. and destroyed In

224 B. C., cost about $258,000.

Gasoline curtailment has
shrunk the 3,000,000 private-car
licenses of prewar Britain to

250,000,

the
neck which Hitler has been to
all of ux is going to boomerang,
rope,
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The vine of the rattan palm s
sometimes 1000 feet long, a rec-
ord in the plant world,

| The first electromagnet, an

lin 1828,

.J Britain had only 25 motor tor-
pedo boats when she entered the
war in 1938,

The antlers of the Maral, a
Pedslan deer, always terminate
tin more than two tines,

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William Ferguson

MOST OF THE

NOISE

[ MADE BY THE FIQING OF
BIG GUNS

f CANT BE HEARD
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.By Fred Harmon
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Freckles ond His Friends

JERRY IS MAD AT LARD
FOR TAKING LANA AWAY
FROM HIM ! HE SAID HED
PUNCH LARDS NOSE !

I'sa por inTERESTED !
=WHAT OO L CARE
IF LARD TAKES LANA
DANCING AND HAS
A GOCD TIME !
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N

EASY!

WHAT A
WONDERFUL
SURPRISE!

BOYS, THIS 15 GOING TO BE
A REAL CELEBRATICN!

HE SAID HE WAS TOO
TIRED YO CELEBRATE,
N A AND JUST LOOK
) AT Him
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HORIZONTAL Answer to Previous Pumle fca (abbr.)
1,5 Pictured CTATRILIONS] [ARIROVIOL , 1§ Cognomen
U. 8, Army [RIARIEEND LIOFEITIEIRING ooy
man, Maj.- UPEIPIEIAIT]_IBIEIAITIE 1 IO] 19 Dine
Gen, — EIE on ITIEIN 20 Enemy
Bolivar —  [BTEIC|A|NIZ] CANLOS _l_q% O[5] 22 Neither
11 Lyric poems RIOIUTIEID] ApnoyO [PISIAILIM 24 First woman
12 Five and five |A[S|A LS DEL RIO & Jg,q_ﬂ E|l]| 25 Material for
13 12 months M{1 [DIDIL S|TILIN|T]  stuffing
14 Half an em S|NIOIRIEIBICTAIBEIN|1 [NITIH] 27 Hike
15 Kind of cloth RIEIE 1IRIZIEIGIG 29 Document
17 Suffix AT AR|A[B[[OIGIEIE[@ P[] 32 Exist
JBOgean DIRIAIMIFIS|O AE ROA_R 34 Iniquity
20 Distant i NISIE a7 Cry
21 Light brown 38 Before
23 Novel (symbol) 86 Stratum 30 Tree fiuld
26 On account 48 Honey maker VERTICAL 40 Domesticated
(abbr,) 50 Small dog 41 Tear
27 Toward 53 Ampere’ 1 Therafore 42 Weep
28 Cleaning (abbr.) 2 Mental image 43 Color
device 54 Grain .3 Males 49 Wrong
30 Virginia 55 Vice president 4 Bone 51 We
(abbr.) (abbr.,) 5 Wager 52 Entreaty
31 Gape 57 Incline 6 One 53 Animal
33 Expunged 59 Palm 1ily 7 Kentucky 54 Cereal gralr
35 Sun ged 60 Behavior (abbr,) 58 Vegetable "
36 Jumbled type 62 Female sheep 8 Born 58 Possess
37 Appears 63 Paris of 9 Desorve 50 Atlempt
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