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CHAPTER XIII

S!!l Iny there tense, her heart

suddenly throbbing, her breath
caught in nnxiety, She sensed that
Brit'n body was tense, too. Then
she noticed that his muscles re-
laxéd,

Brit rolled over on his back,
with a tremendous effort.

“Hello," he sald o the Japanese,
who stood In the ecompartment
du_t,:rwnr. “Where are you taking
ug?"

‘Wouldn't you like to know,"
the Japanese =znid, In excellent
English,

“TIL bet vou've lved in Amer-
fcn,'”" Brit replied.

“I'll bet T have, too."

"You're & naval oficer?™

“Oh, yes, Usually T fiy better
planes than this'"

“How long have you been a na-
val officer?” Bril nsked.

I joined the reserves before 1
wag sent to live in the United
States,” {he Japanese answered,

"Same old story, eh?"' Brit said.
“Well, you certninly took us in"

The Japanese laughed. “In more
ways than one,” he sald. "I hope
you are resting uncomfortably.
Goodby."

“I am, thank you, and you can
go to the devil,” Brit replied,

The compartment door closed.
The moment it had been shut, Brit
rolled buck over on his side. It
was nll the signal Beth needed.
In mnother few seconds she had
completed hrer jab

RIT imed hr.'r Nuw they sat
up, rubbed their wrists to re-

store circulation; and conversed in
whispers.
*You said you had a plan, Beth,"
| M¥es,”
| "“You've done pretty well so far,
I have one, too, but let's hear
iyours first.”

“Mine {sn't complicated. Té's just

la » » t0 fight."

“Strange, That was mine, Well,
we've got to do {t, and do' it fast,
or it'll be too late. I don't know
how far the Jap base is from the
[fsland, but we can't take any ricks.
{This plme carries a radio, and 1
nu.upeut it uses a wave length that

|U. 8. Army receivers wouldn't|
normally pick up. You know, it's|

not only our necks that sre at

stake—it's the whole blooming

plan, and the lives of everyone

lback gt the island and of lots of

other Tellows all over the world.”

Mzc paused. “How are we going
ht’l)

"I thought” Beth said, “that it
we knocked on the compartment,
one of the folks up front would
come and open it Maybe we'd
bet{er kick on the door, so they
won't suspect our hands ore free.
Then we could entice one of them
back here."

ey, I follow you™

*“Then, Brit, we could go out,
close the door, and just have two
to fight out there. One of them
|would be piloting the plane—
I doubt it they'd let the ship go
down, just for the fun of it—so
there might only be one.

“Keep right on."

1t the one who answersd the
knock was the Japanese naval
officer, then Rick Moth is piloting
En plane—unless Lita flies, Does

P

“T don't think go, At any rate,
she wouldn't be, in this situation.
My guess is that the Jap handles

tervals, However, Rick repre-
sented himself as an able flyer.”
*If Lita came back—"
/Brit speculated silently, as ghe
I!npmd into sllence.

“Whoever comes back, we've got
to dish oul some immediate and
effective treatment, no matter how
rough," Brit =said,

“We can't start any sooner than
right nowy,” Beth said,

They crouched by the small
(eompartment door. “I'll go out
Ifirgt and yol follnw me." Brit said,

|BR1T klcknd an tho door, There

wiis no reply. He kicked hard-
or, There slill was no reply. He
kicked viclously, Was their plan
to fail simply through refusal of
one of the three up front fo pay
any aftention to them?

They heard steps, and the lock
on 'the door turned.

Beth and Brit were ready, The
door swung wide, and they looked
up into Liln Danton's face. Lita
screamed, but not before she had
been jerked through the door and
thrown to the rear of the small
|compartment,

Brit went out the door, For a

the controls except for short in- |

gecond Beth hesitated, wondering
whether it would not be botter to
tie Litn while she was helpléss,
The door obviously locked from
the outside, Beth reasoned, There=
fore she would be able to lock it
behind her, Besides, Brit might
need her out in the cabin.

Beth went through the door,
too. The plane was in bumpy air
again, and her footing was un-
steady, She slipped, regained her
balance, slipped again, then stead-

fed hetself, Her fingers reached
for the lock. She clesed the
door and threw the bolt.

Brit was struggling with Rick
Moth, The Japancse was at tho

controls, He had drawn a pistol,
and searched for an' opening for |
n shot. Brit and Rigk baitled
fiercely, then they lost their bale
anee-and went down.

Beth found  hersell looking
Acrods a cabin which' was clear

above knee height., And across

that cabin was a grinning Japa-

nese, leveling a pistal at her as

he turned in the pilot's seat.
(To Be Continued)
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