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She looked very smoll and very
dear, crotiched beside him on the
log, her pointed chin sunk into
her hand, her eyes brooding over
the shoreline, where n score of In-
dians rushed to Renaldo's orders.
Her cropped hnir was a bright,
tousled halo,

Burry felt suddenly, for no rea-
son, reckless and happy. “Allison,"
he grinned down at her, “"Do you
mind a personal question?”

“Why ask now!" she retorted
mornsely. “You've been shooting
them st me for years"

YAre—were you in love with
Renaldo?

She frowned. "The beast,” she
eried viciously, Then she con-
sldered the question fairly. “No
she reported, turning to smile at
Barry. "Thank goodness I wasn't.
But I did think he was romantic
and handsome and very nice. I
was a moron.”

Barry fedt happler and more
reckless, “You wouldn't fall in
love with me, would you?" he
hazarded.

YT ceriainly would not”™ she
snapped. “Not if T had the choice.
You're too stubborn." She kicked
her boot into the sand at her feet
angrily., “Of course I didn't have
the cholce,” she added under her
breath. “I was in love with you
one deep breath after I met you—
as any fool could plainly see”

"] couldn't,” said Barry.

*But," she flared, “I'm not with-
out a certain code of honor even
in the jungle, As soon as I get
you out of this going-away-on-

weapon was Moncha Suma’s black
oyes,

They bored into the oncoming
line of robel Quiches like flery,
flashing arrows, The line faltered.

“Go  on!™ Renaldo shouted.
“He'll kill you if you don't!"

The velentless fire of the chief's
eves blazed more hypnotically.
His voice rang out in the stralned
silence In a mesmerie fey mono-
tone. “You sre dead men now.
You have broken the oath of
Chichlcastennngo,”

“Thal's rubbish,' Renaldo
shouted, "Go on! Go onl”

The Quiche rebels staggered on
for several paces, like men be-
witched. Then, despite Renaldo's
angry commands, they stumbled
ong by one, and dropped into {he
sand, bodies twilching, lips mov-
in

I8
* Renaldo cursed them bitterly,

then lapsed into silence,

Barry glanced back in quick ap- |

prehension, He saw the Span-
jand's gun turning slowly from
him towsard Moncha Suma, There
was no time for waming, He
leaped back!

Allison’s scream rang above the
gun's report,

. e

ALL and Barry were kneeling,
tyving the last knot in the rope
binding Renaldo’s wrists when Al-

lison's tear-stained cheek pressed |

for a moment against Barry's.

“Hurry," she whispered. “Tony |

and T think Moncha Suma is half

inclined to slip you a few quick- |

silver mines for saving his life,"”
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| that-boat business, I'm sending
you back to Lila.”

“That's big of you" Barry
grinned, *but {71 be hard. Lila
started for Puerto Barrios this
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beach.

“The quicksilver i= aboard,” he
gaid shortly. *The boat will leave
shortly after sunset. There is no
n point in our staying here longer." |
I He looked at Allison.

* She sald quickly, "I won't go
back with you."

The Spaniard's face was set, but

the cords in his mneck swelled.,

| “You won't go with him," he re-

torted. Then his voice grew cool-

! 1§ formal. “You have everything
f to lose and nothing to gain by
& resisting, Miss Topping, I drew
up your father's will. In case of
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fl ‘will' thank me He ordered the =

Indian 1o slazh the rope that tied

Allison's and Barry's wrists to-
I gether,

{ Allison glowered at him through
clenched teeth, “I can see myself
thanking you," she said.

As the Indian's knife severed
the rope, with an expert flick,
Barry's memory flashetl backward,
He turned to Renaldo, his eyes
gleaming with suspicion.

**You said you hadn't seen Hall,"
he said, “But you had, You kept
him from getting to the Moncha
Suma and this private graft of

S
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They rounded the promontory
with braathless curiosity,

Befora them In the narrow ra-
vine that wound down to the sea
was n weird tabloaul

A hundred feot in front of a
huddled group of mules, Moncha
Suma stood fall and thunderoust
Only Hall and Tony were beside
him. But before him—flat on
their faces in the damp sand—
weré Ronaldo's Quiche workers!
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“Get upl” Rennldo's command
brought the dazed Quiches auto-

We are beginning to see a defl-
nite pattern. We and our gov-
ernments are in complele ogree-
ment that winning the war s the
greatest  humanitorion  effort
now possible. But we are start
ing from the basis that every hu-
man' life that can bo suved is
something to the good.—<Richs
ard K. Law, British delegate to
Anglo - Amerlcan  war  refuges
conference,




