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DISCOVERY

CHAPTER X2OVIT

B.umv threw open the door and

swept the amall beam of his
flashlight around the dark room.
Buddenly it rested on the cot in
the cormner, He smaw the slender
form ot Allison sleeping there. Her
short halr was tousled and her
face looked startlingly white, He
eroased the room quietly and, lny-
ing a hand on her shoulder, shook
her gently, She st up abrupily,
and et out a small cry.,

“It's all right,” Barry sald in a
low tone, *It's me, Barry.”

Allizon rubbed her eyes like a
frightened child trying to pull her-
#elf back to realities,

“Barry,” she sald thickly, *But
how'd you ever find this place?"

“Tony got awnay from the guards;
and came to the camp for me.
What happened?” |

"We had just come out of the
Jungle—it was almost dawn,” Al-
lison sald breathlessly, “Four men
suddenly appenred from nowhere,
threw blankeis over our heads,
tled our hands sod brought us
here”

1t must have been the Quiche
chief who is responsible for this™
Barry said grimly.

Allison suddenly caught hold of
Barry's sleeve. "Wait a minute!"
she said In a hushed voice. “Where
is Tony now?"

“Outside tying wp the puards,
?n

-he called in a hushed,

"Listen!™

From the next room came the
pound of footsteps as they paced |
back and forth over tha plank
fiooring.

“Do you hear that?" Allison said |
in a hushed voice.

“Yes'"

“I've heard it ever since T've
been here but I thought it was
Tony being held in that next
room!"

*Then there's someone else be-
ing held prisoner here!" Bamy
said slowly. S

HE to the door that
opened into the adjoining room
and threw the beam of his light
to the keyhole. Then he tried the
door. It was locked and the key
was Bune
xuuds mult bave the key,"

moment he wap
the key in the ‘rusty lock and
swung the door back slowly, level-
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Quiche village?” Barry asked.
“T was on my way there when
I was ambushed and brought

here.”

Barry sald thoughtfully, “Can
the Quiches be behind all this?"
| "I thought so'at first)’” Hall an«
swered soberly. “But since then
T've changed my mind. ¥ve had
plenty of time to think, you know."

“Then what is the answer?”

“T think there's somebody a lot
more worldly than this primitive
Indian tribe behind the whole
Echeme. Every night as I've lain

jhere on my cot I've heard the
E:mbh of cart wheels going up

d down the slope. I think they're
some of the clnnabar

minu und hanling the ore to a
hidden smelting place near the

n.ﬂ

Barry at him. *“You're
Micidding!"
| “Nelther kidding nor drunk,” re-
forted Hall

Barry thought rapldly, “If that’s
frue it imn't the Quiches!" he eried,
“They don't give n rap for money,
But where do you suppose they're
selling their quicksliver? Gov-
ernment reporis show that we
aren't. getting any from down
hm "

"The Axls nations need it as
badly ay we do, you know," Hall
gald quistly. “Fishing Boals could
carry it out to larger boats out
af slght of land. On this coast it
wauld be n cihch”

Of ‘course the Quiches have al-
ways mined some quicksilver,”
Barry sugg

Yer, I checked that when T first
arrived here but it was ‘only a
fittle ond ‘the only use they made
T‘;t!d :1_. mg fo trade it to the coastal

ans for flshing. rignts; They
Tiked it

be working all night unless they
were being driven to it by soma
oulsider,"
“That sounds logical” B
admitied, 3
T Listen]” H:ll :-ul(.l suddenly,

| ROVE the zound of the wind
ns it swept through the pines
they could hear the distant rumble
ot hoavy cart wheels as they
I:mmcacl over the rock ‘strewn

'I.et‘c see what we can find,"
Hall wh {

KR

Barry nodded,

Tony led the way on foot while
Allison rode behind him on his
mule, Barry and Hall cach led a
pack mule, The night was inky
hlack and the golng was rough.
Tony threaded his way, slowiy,
cautiously, and the rest followed,
The distant rumble grew slowly
more distinet. The sky to the east
was awash with Eray I:uh! uhcn

e procession

Frimly,
For the huge figure was plainly
Jose,
(To Be Continued)
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Tony eried out, “Hore s their
path!*

It was n winding teail of deep
ruts that led up from the sea.
Barry flashed on his light and
stooped. He came up with some-
thing in his hand and snid exe
cltedly,

“Hall, you're right, look at this
ore that has spilled from the earts,
It's red as the fires of hell!"

Hall took a bit of it in the palm
of his hand and put the lght di-
reclly on it. “That's einnabar, all
right!" he =ald.

Blackness  had beinm to mell
from the sky as the lit{le group
wound wearily up the trail. A
hillock ahead loomed through tha
murkiness. Tony scrambled up
the side of It with the stealth of an
animal., When he reached the top

excited
He wat
“It's the

volce, “Just beyond."
pointing with his hand.
mine!"

Allison walted while Barry and |
| Hall fought thelr way up the sharmp

| bank.
| before them they could plainly see

When the scene unfolded

a doren or more Indinns digging
out the precious ore.

Tony was pointing agsin and
saying excitedly,

“They're all Quiches but two!"

*The two montadores from the |

new chicle grove!"” Alllson gasped,
Barry sucked in his breath. His
gaze had swept past the monta-

dares to the huge figure emerging |

from the mine,
HAll Quiches but three,”

he =said .
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