= e e = ey

— . ————

—

e e i

L ; ——

|® SERIAL STORY

DARK JUNGLES

BY JOHN C. FLEMING & LOIS EBY

TREACHERY

JHAPTER XXV
F'OB a long minute atler he

opienied his heavy eyes Barry
eould not think whed'e he was.
Hir groplng consclousnvss told
him it must be the jungle, Yet
It wasn't. The swaying branches
and vines above him were shad-
ows on the gray of a celling, A
dull alarm echoed through him,
g sharp presentiment of disap-
pgintment. He was not on his
way through the jungle, . . .,

He ralsed his head and found
he was in his bed in the estancia.
A pool of yellow sunshine lay
pn the floor before the window.
And at the edge of it, Liln was
sitling in a low chair, She rose
and came over quickly, y

How do you feel?" il

Thera was a look of sharp con-
corn, almost {rritation, in her dark
eves as she bent over him.

Barry groaned. “How'd I get
back here?” he complained, .

“Tony brought you." #}

Ha cursed silently.

She gave him a quick and sym-
pathetic half smile, “I know,"
she sald. “It is maddening to have
ohe's plans upset.”

His watch told him it was al-
rendy 3 o'clock, Sounds of activ=
ity in the clearing were drifting
in the window. Barry
ralsed hims=elt on an elbow and
lpoked out, even as he asked,
“What's going on out there?"

He could see for himself, A
dozen Indians were packing the
blocks of chicle into waterproof
bags and fastening them securely
to the sides of the zmall pack
mules,

Barry watched the scene with
satisfaction, thinking with respect
of the hours of dangerous and
difficult Iabor that had gone into
the blocks of chicle.

Sy the chicle pack train is
really leaving for Puerio Bar-
rios!”

Lila came back Into the room
with his coffee., He saw now that
her black hair was done high on
hor head. Her white sheer dress,
the yellow flower in the coils of
her hair carried a freshness into
the room. She propped his pil-
ig;n ‘expertly and fixed his nap-

“Since you couldn't make- the
trip into the Quiche country,” she
eald softly, “how about resting
today and going with me on the
mule train? A boat leaves Puerto
Barrios for New York next weel."

ARRY sipped his coffes slowly.
~ He felt weak, but well. The
‘fever had run its course again,
He sald with relief, “No. I'm ail

l:-tm:t. I ha{l no business to try
' She'had moved o the window
and was walching the loading
*Did it ever occur to you,” she
asked, in her low woice, “that the
company might prefer your com-
Ing home and sending a new man
down here?" -
+ “gure. it has™ Barry shrugged.
*But I'm sending my reports on
the boat. And the next guy
couldn’t do much If T don't get
straightened around with Moncha
SI.IIDII.." )
She gave & cry of exasperation.
*Moncha Sumal I've heard noth-
Ing but Moncha Suma ever since
I arrived! Can't you ever think
of anyone else?” She croszed to
his bed and sank down on the
edge of il, her cyes somber dark
pools. “Me, for instance?”

1

He grinned a little sheepishly.

“It’s not that I love the old boy

more than you, sweetheart It's

just ‘that it's more important to

the war effort right now that he
loves me than that you do

“T see. I'm Jjust another war
widow."”

 “ell, you're not alone there,”
Barry consoled humorously.

Anger smoldered suddenly in
her dark eyes, tighiened her lips,
*Alohe or not,” she burst out, “I
don't like it" She rose and faced
him in open fury, “And war effort
or not—I don't think you've been
neglecting Allison Topping!”

. Barry regarded the furious girl
|with dismay, *Oh, come on now,
[Lila he rebuked. “That’s nol
‘ericket. I admit Allison did go
aut £ her way that first night
on the boat to put on a predatory
act for you. But she's not that
type at all”

. “Really?" Lila laughed {cily,
|"Singe when did you learn so
fmuch about women?”

“You've béen here a couple of
{weeks now,” Barry argued
“Couldn't you see she's all
wrapped up in this planiation?
And there's Renaldo—" ¥

Y"Can't: you see," rotorfed Lila
with bitter scorn, “that she's using
them both as balt for you? The

lantation—lo show you how
wmart she is—Honaldo to make
you jealous,” 3

ARRY'S dismay broke into »
~ shouting laugh. "You: really
Alatter n man! Allison’s a little
dizzy, but not that dlzzy! She's
iffot a renl business here and she's
running (L9

‘T gee Lila's volee: d:lp&ed
bitter sarcasm, “Weil, the Quiche
ehief {8 not her business, If she
't trylng to Impress you, then
why did ghe have 1o act the hero-
{ne and rush off last night with
Tohy for your rendezyous?”

Barry's  chuckles died slowly.
He atared at his flancee in bee
llderment, “You mean—Allison
started off to ankwer Moncha

i n?l summons?'t

Lila nodded.

“My God!” Barry crfed wildly.
"Why. didn't you stop her!" X
T tried hard enough,” Lila said
sorthy, '.'@__‘. (seemed: to dhink
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He swung out of bed and Inte x . s
robe and slippers. “But she might s
get into m whale of a mess, Have |
them get a mule ready, will you,

L ' | /WANT F24...

Lila's volee stopped hiny It was ‘
strident and harsh. *'Can't you \
gee she just wanted you to come -
affer her and rescue her?”

Barry was gathering up clothes
and starting for the shower. “This
im't the time for jokes, darling. in
That girl ls in real danger.” | l Y

But Lila blocked his way. “And [0 W
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“All right,” Lila said. “Stay
down and be killed i you wani! Want-Ads
But I'm not going to worry my
heart out!” She stripped his ring Get Results
from ber finger and flung it at
him. |
| “You can go back on the pack
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