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S s she gave the soup o i
::l.“;m.-.n. “You take her right i Mniw Hooph
. We've got 1o see she doesn't L o
wwork—1ike this poor Indian
O Her eyes met Lila's steadily.
A shadow passed over Liln's
tace. Thet she said with alm.::
effort, "All vight—1'd love o g9.
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dinn huts revolted her, She
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She had just finished her round
of Indian huts one morning. The
hent was heayy—muggy. It was
difficult to move, The shouts of
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cleros brought thelr canvas bags
! of fresh latex to the clearing.
Steam rose all day and far into

Allee.
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the evening from the huge cop- | the Indiuns rang In her aching )
per kettles. head, The constant stench of food T )
‘Renaldo was in halt s doren | and bodies in the hut had been qé’ M
especinlly abhorrent, She put on
places at once, sceing that the her sun helmet and started back S
P

ncross the elearing to the Topping
estancia, walking with proud
strides but seeretly counting the
steps to the darkness and semi-
conlness of her room,

She saw the group by the last
Indian hut and tried to hurry
past; but they saw her, Buayny
hailed her over,

fires were kept banked, the latex
poured into the cooking vats, and,
when boiled to a thick mass,
youred into the cooling molds.
Yhere was the weighing to be
done, the paying off of ench chi-
clero, the mules and men to be
fed and bedded, and constant pro-
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tection of the chicle from the
drenching rains.

Barry had taken over the task
of stamping each brick of cooling
chicle with the trademark of the
plantation. It was n small but im-

“Want to go out on a short trek
into the jungle and see the prize
zapote tree?” he grinned as she
turned back.

Renaldo beamed &t her. Her
being there had relieved him of

Twelve yards of barbed
wire might slow down a Jap
just long enough for one of
our boys to draw a bead on
his noggin.
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portant routine which Renaldo did | a deep gnawing fear of Barry as 0 . | a
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Renaldo, Like him she began to
gel up at dawn in order to do her

eaviest work before the intense
noanday heat set in. The fame of
her zoot caps had spread like wild
fire among the horde of chiclercs,
and she was besieged with calls
for more.

She had stitched the first caps
palnstakingly by hand. But with
the sudden demand, this method
would not suffice. She came hur-
rying across the clearing one suf-
focatingly hot moming to the

What did she care if 10,000 kilos
flowed from the plagued zapote!
She wouldn't go a siep into that
hellish jungle if she was shot for
it ‘But her face did not give
awey her thoughts. She alibied
sweetly on the score of her work.
Unfortunately for her, Allison
came around the corner of the hut
in time to hear her. She was car-
rying a bowl of goup for an ema-
ciated-locking Indian lolling in
the shadow of the doorway.
*Nonsense,” ghe called brightly |
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Phone me at 3124 and I'll
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barbed wire!
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wveranda where Lila and Barry
were having breakfast, Bamoy
leaped up to pull a chair for her,

“Take it easy, zoot queen,” he
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