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CHAPTER XVIIT

werid: odor of wood smoke
fAlled Barry's nostrils as he
came down the steps of the estan-
efi.and stepped out Into the early
morning sunshiné, Renaldo, his
shirt . sleeves rolled high on his
muscular arms, his shirt open at
tha neck, was ashiouting orders and
moving quickly among the nu-
merols copper kottles that boiled

over banked charconl fires,

*Topgks like a busy place around
hore,” Harry called when he was
only & fow paces away,

"From now on it will he”” Re-
nuldo sald good-naturedly. "'We've
got to get our shipment packed
and sent out by mule tiain to
Puerto Barrios for the sleamer
leaving there next week.”

Barry stooped by a bolling kel=
tle ‘mnd watched the Indian pour
n Jarge bagful of the milky latex
into the hot mass,

“What hsppens after you boil
this stuff?" he asked Renaldo,

“We boll it till It's very thick"
Renaldo stopped to explain rap-
{dly, “and then pour it into molds
where {t hardens like bricks., We
put our plantation trade mark on
it, and the chiclero's number and
then it is checked and packed
into waterproof canvas bags for
shipment,” He held a match
against the side of the hot kettle
until it flared then touched it to
his pipe.

“Good morning!™

They turned at Allison's gay
eall, and watched her cressing the
clearing from the Indian huts,
She was in white jodhpurs and a
lemon yellow shirt. She was
strutting like a happy boy, and
whistling blithely. “Don't you
Jove all this excitement?"’ she
cried to Barry. *“What are you
two pow-wowing aboul?™

“He was telling me how chew-
ing gum is made,” Barry grinned
his greeting

Rennldo went on with deep sat-
istaction, "It will be our biggest
shipment o date, We have or-
ders for all the chicle we can
produce. It seems that armies in
the field like thelr chewing gum.”

Allison grimaced at Barry.
“There!” she cried. “T told you I
was coming down here to do my
bit for the soldiers and you
Iaughed at me!”

*No great benefaclor Is appre-
clated at first" Barry winked at
Renaldo,

HRenaldo turned to test a ketile
of the boiling latex. *“Neverthe-
less,” he said as he worked,
%chewing gum is recognized now
even by the War Department.”

“Morals  builder, eh?™ Barry
said.

Renaldo nodded. The latex had
not boiled long enough. He gave
the stirring paddle back to the at-
tending Indian.
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BARRY‘_S smile was fading inip
a brooding look of concern. I
must get back to my own job
‘pretty. quick."

Allison . smiled, "You're Jjust
bound to get thoss quicksilver
mines to help the allies to shorten
‘the ‘war to eut down our chicle
business, sren't you?"

“That's it,"" Barry told her with

1 terse grin.
. 8he turned to Renaldo, ab-
ruptly serious. “How soon can

you go with'him?"
“%I wmust finish this batch of
chicle and get it packed on the
mules,” Renaldo told her, “Then
1 must' make a quick trip to the
new grove to get the chicleros
‘started there. But in a week—"
“A week is 150 long." Barry's
impatisnce burned through his
voice. “I'm going alone.”
Renaldo's sharp dark eves
rested thoughtfully on Barry, "I
know what you are enduring,” he
zald gravely. “I am nol a patient
men myself when my wotk is not
woing forward, Butl, bhelisva me,
it would be fool's haste for you to
go now. In the first place, this
_fever of yours is treachervus. It
would .strike you down, addle
Your thoughts when you wish to
be most lueid.”
“He's right," Allson cried to
Barry.

“Then" Renaldo went on, "1
doubt you would reach Moncha
Suma alive. The Indian girl died,

you' know. The tribe is up in|

arms. And your word will not be
proof of your innocence.”

“I's got o be!" Barry eried
frritably. “What other proof can
I.get?”

i friendship," said Renaldo
quietly, “When I go with you,
they will net harm you. And
when I tell Moncha Suma that 1,
his friend, vouch for you, then he
may  absolve ‘you {from blame.
That is the only way I know you
mny be abla to accomplish your
mission.”

Barry drew a doep breath, "1

suppbse you're right.”

“And wou will put in a waord
'with the chief about his quick-
sllvds mines?" Allison demanded
of Rennlde.

Rennldo nodded. “Yes, I will
be glad to do that,!! he said,

“Thank you, Renaldo”

The Spaniord’s eyes glowed ae
they met Alllson's, Barry felt a
now twinge of irritation, He de-
liberately broke up the glance.

“I'm the one 1o thank you," he
sadd hastily, "I sppreciale your
doing this even If I do sound
grouchy.” ; ’.
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ENALDO'S hand dropped onto
~ Barry's shoulder, “IV's a great
g}muu_n to do It for you—and
Miss Topping," he sajd, He turned
fo an Indian walting with his
testing ladle,

Batry and  Allison  %irolled
ncross tho clearing foward ihe
estancin, Allison was frowning.

“There must be some way we
can cut down that woek,” she
murmured. “Hut I know Renaldo
has 1o go o the new grove, He

told me Iast night what a find 1t
ig. The montadores reported it to
be ticher thin the main one just
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Sm—  {unio toller told him he would be

rich and powerful and mary a
beoutiful blond."
(To Be Continued)

Leroy Pickell, shoemaker of
Frankfort, Ind, made a flower
viase from old pop botlle tops,

At aulomobile’s  connecting
rodds should ba tightened every

north of the estancin. And he hag | 20000 miles,

to be there to hire a new erew of
chicleros from tho Indians com-
ing over from Ledio.

"You sound just like n carser
woman,” Barry teased.

“What's wrong with thai®® Alll-
son's violet evos tumed up toward
him' gleaming with the light of
battle,

“Nothing.
treated hastily.
own businoss."

“I've been under that impres-
o for a dong timoe," she said

Yit=

nothing!" Burry
Ul guess iU's your

gnily, Yhut you're slow about
getting 1t into your head, Now
Renaldo is a very smarl man, He

knows enough not to argus when
a woman makes up her mind."

“It it's about wyour going back
{o New York," Barry said, I don't
think he wants to nargue any
more,'"

She gave him a mischievous,
secretive smile, “Renaldo is a
prinee,” she said, “and be worked
up from a pauper. He told me
how fiendighly poor he was ns a
kid, snd how ambitious, When he
was a little vrchin in Rio ho did
odd jobs, sold papers, ran errands,
eut hedges. Finally he worked
his way through law school at
the university there. Father met
him at Puerto Barrios and hired
him on a percentage basis shortly
before he died. He says it's the
first chance he's had to get the
profits from his own ingenuity.”

“Is he going to make his charm
pay too?” Barry demanded as he
opgned the doar for her.

She gent him a wide-oyed stare
of innocence. “I don't know what

you mean,” she smiled demurely. |

“But he did say once that a for-

Trees breathe und perspive.

At SEARS ... IT'S NOT
THE IDLE RICH WHO CLIP

THE COUPONS

No indeedl

It's the regular
folks who sometimes run
short of money and like the
convenience of Purchase Cou-
pons in their purse. Get a
bookiul today and spend
them like cash when you
need them. Small down pay-
ment, usual carrying charge.

GET YOURS TODAY AT
Your SEARS CREDIT Office

By Williom Ferguson
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Out Our Way

By J. R, Williams Our Boarding House

With Mojor Hoople
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PERT PANSIES IN
FILET CROCHET SET

y " 7537
by Alice Brooks

Glve added distinetion to your
furniture — and make It wear
better—with this lacy filet cro-
chet set for a chair or davenport,
The pert pansies make a decora-
tion to enhance any chalr and
are something new in filet cro-
chet, Make a buffet set or scarf
ends, too. Pattern 7637 contains
charts and directions for set;
stitches; materials needed.

To obtain tmis patwern send 11
cents in coin to The Herald and
News, Household Arts Dept,
Klamath Falls Do not send this
picture, but keep it and the num-
ber for reference. Be sure to
wrap coin securuly, as a loose
coin often slips out of the envel-
ope. Hequests for patterns
should read, “Send pattern No.
gty iy 10 followed by
your name and address,

CURIOBITY AWARDED

CHICAGO, (/m—Bill Hay, Chi-
cago advertising artist, was giv-
en six years ago an exquisitely
decorated Easter egg. The design
wiisi 8o beautiful, Hay could not
bear to part with it and ench
Easter disployed It in his studio,

This year a new girl employe
beeame curious as to whether
the egeg was still edible, When
Hay stepped oul of the studio
for a few minutes, the girl's cur-
logily overcame her digeroation,

Hay announced his office will
reopen May 1.

A rubber life raft con save at
least 10 lives, The sale of flve
550 war bonds, at $37.50 each,
will pay for one:

Phi]ndul;;hln shoemakers or-
#nnized the first labor union in
the United States in 1702,

Ghost writers often fall 1o

caleh the spirit of the thing.
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