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Times that had come in the after-
noon post. Nelther man looked up
a3 the old Indian charwoman, her
brown bare feet shuffling softly
over the wooden floors, moved
fquietly through the shadows to
light the many candles, She lnid
the table for dinner and placed
two silver candelnbra at either
end, to flicker plensantly and
throw gay, dancing shadows on
the celling,

Barry heard a door open and
turned to see Alllson framed in
the doorway. It was a pew Alli-
son, An Allikon that he had never
seen before, She looked as frogile

my dress, he felt T was a fop. He
lnughed nt me when 1 begged for
the opporfunity to manage his
plantation, He said, ‘The jungle
would eat you alive,'"

Allison laughed., “Exactly what
he wrote me,” she cried, "“when
1 wanted to come down here after
I finished school”

|
“But I eame,” Renaldo moved

his chair closer to hers.  His voice
wns n confidential murmur, 1
had to prove 1 was a better chi-
cloro than the best Indian so they
would respect me and obey me."
“Then you hnd to prove” Alli-
son's laughing wvolce echoed his,
“that you were a better manager
than my father so he would re-
speet and put up with you”

Renaldo's laugh held a deep note |
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that was dreamy and still gay, a
look that perfectly matched the
loveliness of the jungle night. For
a moment Barry couldn't find his
voice, Then he sald quielly,

“You're locking very beautiful,
Misg Topping."

son's fatner. And the treacherous
weakness of his fever was fasten-
ing on him agnin.

For a long time he lay awake
after he hnd gone to bed. He
could hear the murmur of their
two volces, the blending of their
sudden lsughter. He wondered
what course the conversation had
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il Renaldo looked up and both men | taken, "L bal ke muttered to
| got to their feetn
| “Aven't you glad now, botn of | THIS CURIOUS WORLD
1 you, that I didn't leave my clothes
in Puerto Barrios like you wanted
| me to?" she smiled.
'i "1t is good to see & woman who
] looks like a woman," Renaldo aod-
i mitted as he held the chair for
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HB turned his eyes toward Alll.
=on then and covered her smal
| hand briefiy with his own. “Your
b father said many times he had
made plenty of money and in one
| more year he was going back ie
i New York to live bul when that
year passed it was nlways one
| more, he would say, and he never
| did leave. 1 have known many
( men like that*
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