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A‘r first Barry thought It wag an
evil dream—he heard the low,
ttural chant from a dozen huslky
nls—then he opened his eyes
slowly, cautjously, In the dim
light he could see only the shad-
oWy outline of the painted war-
riors. Their feet moved slowly up
and down In an eerie cadence to
thelr chant. Then he saw Jose

standing in the corner, his eves | and led them bask to the tent. | YOU DON'T
still heavy with sleep but unmis- | When he returned Jose was still
takable fear lighting them. holding the squirming Indlans. | NEED CASH

glrl. They say it was a white
man!" Jose sald quickly.
“But that's ridiculous!" Barry

“That's what I've tried to tell
them but they won't be convinced.
They say we must come at onee o
the chief's tent for a trial

‘Barry got up then, feeling
strangely groggy, and the odd pro-
cession started through the murky
light down the village street. The
strest was deserted but ghead
Barry could sce the flames of a
great fire licking into the dark-
ness. The fire burned in front of
the chief's tent and around it
moved a dozen natives in a slow
dance to the rumbling rhythm of
drums. Barry felt an icy fear
go through him as he thought
of =tories he had read about white
men being burned alive lashed to
the stake,

When the litle group reached

chief talked at some length
and his council nodded their

“What iz he saying?™ be asked
“They think you are the guilty

but the chisf only shook his head
and drew from behind him the
(waterproof letter case that Barzy
Hiad used to bring the letter from
Renaldo.
. “They say this letter case of
g:rn was. found. in the girl's
t!" Jose said through dry lips.

41 must have dropped it here, in
this tent, when I tock the letter
out o show it to the chief. Some-
one has framed this on ma!" Barry
said excitedly.

All was qulet then and Bamry
knew that his fale was sealed.
The old chief finally spoke a few
ghort words in a hard brittle voice
snd the young form of the girl
slumped to the ground.

“He has pronounced the death
sentence on the girl,” Jose sald
quietly,

Suddenly, like a erouching tiger,
he sprang out of the tent apd
locking the two heads of the In-
diang in his powerful nrms shouted
to Borry.

“Get two mules from the picket
ling therel"

Bawildered, Barry ran townrd
the line where a score of mules
were tled. He untied two quickly

and rode away.

It we get below the timber
llne we are safe. They will not
go out of thelr own country,” Jore
said.

They rode on in silence for a
long time down, down, over ledges |
of rock, through sweet-smelling
pines and towering tamaracks.
Finally, Jose pulled his mule to a
stop beside a shimmering cascade
of ‘clear water,

“We are safe now. We will camp
here for the night."

Barry climbed £ifMly from his
mule and stood braced against it,
breathing heavily. His face was
flaming with fever, his eyes blood=
shot. Jose eried,

“You are ill, senorl”

1 am a fool,” =aid Barry.
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By Williom Ferguson
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